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LE TISS: SAM CAN 
SHINE IN EUROPE 


Legend 

backs 

striker 

SAINTS legend 
Matthew Le Ussier 
has backed Sam 
Gallagher to shine 
when European 
football comes to St 
Mary’s next season. 

Le Tissier made more 
than 500 appearances for 
Saints, scoring 209 goals in 
the process, and believes 
the 19-year-old striker 
could establish himself in 
the first-team with the 
extra games that the 
Europa League will bring, 
writes PETER HOWARD. 

That’s obviously if 
Saints progress through 
the qualifying rounds and 
into the group stages. 

Continued on page 3 



Sam Gallagher has been tipped to shine in the Europa League by legend Matt Le Tissier 
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Former Saint says club could ‘shock a few’ 

Europe campaign 
is 'sink or swim’ 



Pr Shoot - Barclays PR Shoot 10/02/2015 - Southampton Training Ground -10/2/15..Southampton 
manager Ronald Koeman receives the Barclays manager of the month award for January.. 


‘Moly’ makes 
his short hop 

LEE Molyneaux has made the 
short hop from Gosport Borough to 
Vanarama National League South 
neighbours Havant & Waterlooville. 

The former Blackfield & Langley 
player-coach joined Borough in 2011 
and made over 100 appearances in 
yellow and blue. 

Paying tribute to the one-time 
Portsmouth trainee who played for 
Borough in the 2014 FA Trophy final 
at Wembley, Gosport boss Alex Pike 
said of the 32-year-old: “Moly has 
been a model player at Gosport. 

“He’s been a great asset and it’s 
sad to see him leave Privett. We wish 
him all the best. 

“Although we’re sad to lose him to 
our close rivals, it shows how far we 
have come as a club. 

“When Lee joined us in 2011, the 
Hawks would not have entertained 



ree lAioiAuesnx 1 udpf 

signing one of our players” 

Molyneaux swaps places with 
defender Ryan Woodford who left 
Havant for Gosport last month. 

• Romsey Town manager Andy 
Samuels is hopeful for improvement 
at The Bypass Ground as the club 
look ahead to a second season in Di¬ 
vision One of the Wessex League. 

Samuels is leaving nothing to 
chance in regards to preparation for 
2015/16. 

He is beginning work on the sea¬ 
son ahead early, starting with a reas¬ 
sessment of the current squad and 
hopes for an influx of new players. 

Samuels commented that the club 
are “looking to bring in some expe¬ 
rience as well as quality young play¬ 
ers to help freshen up the squad and 
to increase competition for places.” 
This is with “a view to finalising 
squads by early July” 


Ex-Saint Gordon Watson believes 
Saints could well “shock a few peo¬ 
ple” next season in the Premier 
League and the Europa League. 

He completely rejects anyone judging the 
club before they’ve even kicked a ball in Eu¬ 
ropean football. 

Watson, who made 67 appearances for the 
club, isn’t in the mind of reflecting on how 
other teams have suffered because of having 
to cope with continental competitions. 

The likes of Hull, Fulham, Everton and 
Tottenham have all struggled for Premier 
League form while playing Europa League 
matches in the past. 

That has forced some to suggest that Saints’ 
top-flight campaign could suffer as a result of 
playing in European matches. 

However, Watson is keen to dismiss that the 
St Mary’s club could end up in that boat. 

Instead he believes European qualification 
is a natural progression for Ronald Koeman’s 
side. 

“It’s a sink or swim situation,” explained 
Watson. “If they want to progress in the way 
that they have done over the last few years 
then it’s natural progression (to go into the 
Europa League). 

“You don’t know until you get there what 
will happen. 

“But I don’t think it would be right to be 
judging Southampton by the other teams fail¬ 
ures. 

“Southampton will do the right thing by re¬ 
cruiting the right players. 

“Again players who want to play in Europe 
will be looking to come to Southampton. 

“You don’t know until you try. 

“I’d rather fail trying than automatically 
jumping to the conclusion that it won’t go 
well. 

“They’re in, so deal with it. It’s sink or swim 
time. 

“I know the fans deserve a nice little cup 
run, if you look at it, there could be 20 extra 
games for them to enjoy” 

Recruitment was high on Watson’s agenda. 

“Koeman will need five more players,” he 
said. “Basically when you go into a European 


campaign, you need to be able to call on every 
single one of your 20/22 players. 

“Now you may look to losing a couple dur¬ 
ing the summer and you look to replace them 
as quickly as possible. 

“We’ve got a lot of players that will suit Eu¬ 
ropean football. 

“So I see it as a massive positive to be in that 
competition.” 

Watson also pinpointed what departments 
Saints should strengthen in. 

“We’ll need another goal-scorer, but then 


again if Jay Rod (Jay Rodriguez) comes back 
that’s like having a new signing,” he said. 

“You’ve got young Sam (Gallagher) pushing 
from below. 

“It’s all healthy 

“I don’t think you’ll need a new spine. 

“You’ve got Jose (Fonte) who will stay and 
if we can get Toby (Alderweireld), then that 
would be an unbelievable signing - he was an 
unbelievable loan signing. 

“He chose Southampton over other clubs 
and that turned out to be a great decision.” 



Bletchley Park - The 
Secrets of War 

An intriguing insight into the world of the 
‘Silent Geese’ 

2 days from £119.00,10 October 2015 

Uncover the secrets of Bletchley Park and discover how 
its code-breaking activities, and Churchill’s ‘Silent Geese’, 
hastened the end of World War Two. 

Highlights & inclusions 

• A visit to Oxford 

• A visit to Bletchley Park 

• One night’s dinner, bed and English breakfast 
accommodation at a good hotel in the Bedfordshire area 

• Coach travel throughout 

• Escorted by a friendly tour manager 

‘Book by 30 June 2015. Please quote code CCHSPEC. £10 reduction is off the price shown above. Offer may be 
withdrawn at any time. 



Newmarket 

Holidays 


Quality holidays & breaks 
at affordable prices 

Booktodayto 
reserve your place! 


RRITISH 



BEST ESCORTED 
TOURS HOLIDAY 
COMPANY 


call 0330 160 7751 [K§ 

Visit www.newmarket.travel/ncsl6638 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. Subject to 
availability. Single supplements apply. Standard phone charges. 
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“We’ve managed to achieve our goals” 



Wayne Snelgrove 


QK Southampton chairman 
Wayne Snelgrove is confident 
that the club will continue its 
transformation next season after 
announcing several new projects 
ahead of the new Puma Engineer¬ 
ing Hampshire Premier League 
season. 

Snelgrove was full of praise 
as he reflected on a season of 
change, where the club achieved 
a 12th place finish after strug¬ 
gling in the early part of the cam¬ 
paign. 

But the chairman is now look¬ 
ing forward to more progression 
next term. 

“When I first accepted the po¬ 
sition with QK, I made it clear 
the improvements we needed to 
make, both on and off the field,” 


he explained. “While we are still 
work in progress we have certain¬ 
ly managed to achieve the goals 
we set for ourselves this season, 
“On the pitch we have seen QK 
develop and finish in a worthy 
place in a season of transforma¬ 
tion. We even turned in some re¬ 
sults that may not have been ex¬ 
pected and we certainly displayed 
a style of play that had a number 
of teams on the ropes. 

“As we look forward to next sea¬ 
son we hope to convert some of 
those near wins to points. 

“We have a great team spirit and 
we developed each week by gain¬ 
ing experience and also an under¬ 
standing of each other.” 

While manager Mark Sainsbury 
will continue his duties as first- 


team boss, QK have announced 
an under-18s team for the coming 
campaign. 

They are also introducing a la¬ 
dies team as well as adding more 
teams to their ever expanding 
youth programmes. 

It is all part of the cogs of the 
club, which aims to drip feed 
their first-team with players de¬ 
veloping in the youth and reserve 
teams. 

“Overall we are looking good go¬ 
ing into next season,” Snelgrove 
said. 

Trials for the ul8 team are being 
held on June 11 at Lordshill Rec¬ 
reation Ground at 7pm. 

Any players interested can reg¬ 
ister an interest via qksouthamp- 
tonfc.co.uk or just turn up. 


VISIT TO MARBELLAIF 
OTTERS ARE WINNERS 


OTTERBOURNE chairman 
Stuart Munro has dangled 
a carrot of a trip to Mar- 
bella over the players and 
management as they look 
to build on a third place 
finish and win the Puma 
Engineering Hampshire 
Premier League. 

Manager Richard Luffman 
watched on as “poorer sides” than 
his were promoted to the Syden- 
hams League last season, writes 
PETER HOWARD 

But the ambitious Oakwood 
Park outfit are looking to change 
that and are enquiring about the 
possibility of promotion to the 
Wessex in the coming seasons. 

The chairman, as an extra incen¬ 
tive, has agreed to send the play¬ 
ers to the Spanish holiday destina¬ 
tion if they achieve their targets 
for the coming campaign. 

Of course, Otters are already 
busy preparing for what could be 
a big season, if they achieve their 
lofty goals and jet off to the Costa 
del Sol. 

“We’ve kept the whole squad 
and management team together 
despite a lot of interest from Wes¬ 
sex clubs in both players and me,” 
explained Luffman. 

“The chairman has kindly 
agreed to pay for the whole first 
team to go to Marbella providing 
we hit all the targets he is setting 
for us. 

“We are also enquiring about 
Wessex football as seeing sides a 
lot poorer than us going up isn’t 
good. 

“As a club we know it’s Hamble 
Club who we have to beat and 
that’s the target to finish above 
them and then the league is ours.” 

High on Luffman’s agenda after 
the season finished was to keep 
most of the squad together. 

Already 42-goal top-scorer Tom 



Otterbourne boss Richard Luffman 


Sands has been signed again for 
next term and five more key play¬ 
ers - Dan Strange, Steven Hall, 
Sam Doswell, Luke Pothecary, 
Tom Richards - have all rejoined, 
among others. 

There is a question mark of 
Tommy Wright’s head however, 
with the youngster currently on 


trial with Sutton United. 

Luffman remains hopeful that 
Wright could return, but admitted 
that the club would be “delighted” 
if he does sign for a club that 
plays five levels above the Hamp¬ 
shire top-flight. 

One man who is definitely leav¬ 
ing is Martin Moore, who returns 


to the Isle of Man after four years 
living on the south coast. 

But, with pre-season training 
due to start on June 23, the Otters 
are expecting a further influx of 
players. 

Anyone interested in joining 
Otterbourne should contact Luff¬ 
man on 077691 13556. 


Le Tiss: Sam 
can shine in 
Europa comp 

From front page 

Le Tiss was also keen for Gallagher 
to take inspiration from Tottenham 
striker Harry Kane, who has just 
come off the back of a breakthrough 
season in which he scored 29 goals - 
including five Europa League goals 
that sparked his hot-form early in 
the campaign. 

“Sam will take great heart from 
what happened to Harry,” said Le 
Tiss. 

“If Saints do decide that Graziano 
(Pelle) as first choice centre forward 
might need a rest, then that’s the 
perfect competition. 

“If Sam gets a few in that com¬ 
petition (the Europa League) then 
there’s every chance that he could 
force his way into the first team.” 

Gallagher made 20 appearances 
for the first team under Mauricio 
Pochettino and could well become a 
serious option for manager Ronald 
Koeman after recovering from a se¬ 
rious knee injury that ruled him out 
for much of last term. 

Le Tiss, though, insists that Koe- 



Matt Le Tissier 


man must strengthen to cope with 
the extra games in the Europa 
League if Saints qualify for the 
group stages. 

“There’s got to be some strength¬ 
ening done to the squad to cope 
with the extra games in the Europa 
League,” he said. 

“But last season he didn’t chop and 
change too much, especially the de¬ 
fence, so possibly two or three play¬ 
ers will come in. 

“I’m guessing we might lose Mor¬ 
gan to a Champions League club as 
well.” 

Koeman rarely made drastic 
changes to his line-up last season. 

Although more rotation could be 
deployed to help withstand the extra 
demands on the squad in Europe. 

On that subject, Le Tissier 
analysed how the Southamp¬ 
ton team might set up and is 
also hoping the return of Jay 
Rodriguez will lift the team further. 

“The bedrock of any team - which 
Chelsea proved this season - is a 
steady, solid back four that you can 
rely on each week and a good goal¬ 
keeper,” he said. 
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SAINTS SPOTLIGHT 

Doubters have to 
accept humble pie 


Saints defied the 
pundits to make 
Europeon merit 

BEAUTIFUL SOUTH 

SO, in the end, it wasn’t 
quite as close as we feared 
it might be. 

We all, deep down inside, knew 
that Villa didn’t stand a chance but 
that didn’t stop most Saints fans 
worrying about them pulling off a 
classic FA Cup shock, writes DAREN 
WHEELER. 

As it was, Arsenal brushed aside a 
very lacklustre Villa to ensure that 
Saints will be in Europe next season. 

You could argue that we’d done in 
45 minutes what they did in 90 min¬ 
utes, but who cares? 

We’re in Europe. 

It was no more than Saints de¬ 
served after a season that most so- 
called professional pundits predict¬ 
ed would end in disaster, but ended 
in triumph. 

To not qualify for Europe would 
have been a travesty. 

Social media was awash with snide, 
bitter comments from Pompey fans, 
bemoaning the fact that Saints had 
entered Europe “through the back 
door.” 

They were, to a man, completely 
oblivious to the fact that they’d pre¬ 
viously bought their way into Eu¬ 
rope with players they “purchased” 
with what was effectively stolen 
money 

If you buy something and don’t 
pay for it, that is, effectively, steal¬ 
ing. 

As Saints had lost five first team 
players, spent barely half of what 
they got in from those transfer fees 
and actually finished higher than 
last season, there’s no back door in¬ 
volved here. 

You’re there entirely on merit. 

It would have been heartbreaking 
had Saints not qualified for Europe. 

Our performances alone should 
have merited it, let alone the fact 
that everyone thought we’d struggle 
- never mind getting within sniffing 
distance of qualifying for Europe. 

The Tottenham fans were predict¬ 
ably sour; we should all enjoy our 
season in the sun, apparently. 

Bearing in mind the gap between 
the clubs is getting narrower and 
narrower each year, I’ll leave it to 
you to work out whose sunshine is 
fading. 

I’m sure I wasn’t the only one to 
wallow in Liverpool’s shockingly 


Ex-Saint Theo Walcott helped his former club into Europe by scoring in Arsenal’s FA Cup final win. 


poor ending to the season. 

The fact that Brendan Rogers can 
even think about tabling a bid for 
Nathaniel Clyne tells you all you 
need to know about the man... and 
he’s there for another season. 


The good news just keeping on 
coming. 

Whilst we’re on the subject of the 
FA Cup, I wonder if I’m alone in 
feeling completely and utterly en¬ 
tranced by the final this year? 


We’re all too quick to criticise the 
BBC when things either go wrong 
or look wrong, but the Beeb got it 
most definitely right on FA Cup fi¬ 
nal day For the first time in a long 
time, the FA Cup felt really special. 


European 

positives 


WITH Saints in Europe you 
finally get to see just how 
our little adventure will affect 
next season. 

The usual suspects will tell 
you that Europa badly 
affected the likes of Everton 
and Wigan and that surely 
we’re destined to follow suit, 
writes DAREN WHEELER. 

I’d counter that by arguing 
that we’re a much better run 
club, with a much better 
infrastructure, and much 
better positioned to take 
advantage of European 
football. 

Point One. A good cup is 
always a good thing. If you’re 
playing well then you can’t 
play enough games. 

I’ll mention the PT trophy 
for the 163rd time and point 
out that rather than impeding 
our League One campaign, it 
kickstarted our 
Championship and Premier 
League rises in consecutive 
seasons. 

It gave players the taste of 
success and it’s no 
coincidence that, following it, 
we had two promotions in two 
years. 

Europa football will, at the 
very least, give the fringe 
players a chance and give the 
first team players what they 
want... European football. 

Point Two. We’ll attract 
players that are just that little 
bit better. 

Those people that argue 
European football is too soon 
seem to miss that point. Just 
as our ambition to play 
Premiership football attracted 
better players, so our 
ambition to play European 
football will again attract 
better footballers. 

Point Three. Income. Be it a 
long, arduous trip to the big 
money rounds, the potential 
is there to make a decent 
amount of money. 

Take it seriously and who 
knows where it could lead. 

The harsh truth is that no 
one knows who you are until 
they see you on TV. Social 
media may spread the Saints 
word across the world but 
nothing attracts attention 
quite like television coverage. 

The impact it could have on 
the club’s international 
profile would be huge. 

Don’t get me wrong, the 
road to European success is 
fraught with pitfalls and it’s 
one hell of a long way till we 
make it to the big money 
stages, but what if we do? 

For every negative you 
throw at the whole Europa 
scenario, I’ll counter it with a 
positive. 

Europa football can only be 
a good thing for the club. 

It could increase revenue, 
increase our marketability 
and bring a whole new class 
of footballer to the south 
coast. 

It’s an adventure... and who 
doesn’t enjoy an adventure? 
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IT WAS certainly been a season to 
forget for Brendan Rodgers and 
Liverpool. 

Be it through their distinct domestic short¬ 
comings, failure to assert themselves in the 
Champions League - or the overall disap¬ 
pointment of not living up to last year’s he¬ 
roics - change is being called for at Anfield 
this summer, and swiftly at that. 

As a result, several rumours have begun to 
circulate of late, placing Rodgers’ future at 
the club in a somewhat murkier light than 
usual in the run up to the new season. The 
Northern Irishman is nonetheless likely to 
remain in charge of Liverpool as 2015/16 
begins, but for how long remains anyone’s 
guess at the moment. 

So then, does the 42-year-old former Chel¬ 
sea coach still deserve more time at Anfield, 
or does his potential departure from the 
Reds seem nothing but inevitable in the cold 
light of day? 

A discussion such as this one always re¬ 
mains tricky, for the problems at Liverpool 
have certainly not been exclusive to Brendan 
Rodgers this season. First and foremost, his 
players have simply lacked the same level of 
enthusiasm and determination that aided 
their cause all so well last season. 

The usual Red’s regulars seemingly failed 
to deal with the added responsibility of 
playing European football this season, look¬ 
ing uncharacteristically slow and lethargic 
as the 2014/15 campaign played out. With the 
likes of Raheem Sterling also being report¬ 
edly tempted by moves away this term - it 
seems not everyone on board the ship at An¬ 
field have been pulling in the right direction 
in recent months. 

Rodgers has also paid witness to some 
rather unfortunate luck throughout the 
course of this season. Daniel Sturridge’s in¬ 
jury problems simply couldn’t have arrived 
at a worse moment for the Liverpool boss, as 
with Luis Suarez moving on last summer, 
the current Reds manager was left without 
last season’s two main recognised strikers. 

The Suarez/Sturridge partnership of 
2013/14 ultimately proved the defining rea¬ 
son behind Liverpool’s progress, and with¬ 
out such a deadly weapon on board, they 
looked a complete shadow of their former 
selves. 

Having said that, any manager in the Eng¬ 
lish game has to deal with unlucky situa¬ 
tions and unfortunate scenarios - that’s just 
the way it goes. If Brendan Rodgers still has 
to blame bad luck as the main reason why 
his side failed to perform this season, then 
something really is seriously wrong behind 
the scenes at Anfield. 

Whether or not the Liverpool manager 
himself, or his respective scouting depart¬ 
ment, are truly to blame for what took place 
last summer - the Red’s transfer activity in 


Liverpool manager Brendan Rodgers is under fire after what was a poor season by their standards last time out 


the run up to the 2014/15 campaign ultimate¬ 
ly failed rather dramatically with all things 
considered. The players were seemingly not 
good enough. 

It seems Liverpool simply received more 
cash than they truly knew what to do with 
after selling Suarez. 

The likes of Lazar Markovic, Adam Lal- 
lana and Dejan Lovren - whilst likely still 
possessing a great deal of the potential that 
got them a move to Anfield in the first place 


- were never going to perform after the club 
clearly overspent on their services. These 
are good players for sure, but they are sim¬ 
ply not in the world class category that Liv¬ 
erpool need to re-establish themselves in the 
modern era. Mario Balotelli’s ill-fated move 
also proved a gamble for Rodgers that has 
truly backfired in hindsight. 

Away from the transfer market, Liver¬ 
pool’s boss has also looked somewhat baffled 
on the touchlines this season when it comes 


to tactics. Rodgers has seemingly never 
settled on a preferred formation this year, 
opting to play a whole manner of different 
names in the striking department, but sub¬ 
sequently causing his side to lack consist¬ 
ency on a week-to-week basis. 

He still offers the club a certain potential 
as a young, up and coming manager, but if 
the results don’t come in early next term, 
the Liverpool faithful may end up losing pa¬ 
tience with Brendan Rodgers indefinitely. 


Paine’s World 


The Saints legend's 


column on all Things football 


- 


i. 


Rodgers must steady 
rocking ship... quickly 
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SAINTS’ FIRST TEAM FIXTURES 


RESULTS 2014/15 
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AUGUST 

Sat 17 Liverpool. 

.A 

L 1-2 

Forster 

Clyne 1 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Schneiderlin 

Wanyama 

Tadic* 

S Davis** 

W-Prowse 

Pelle 

Long* 

Isgrove** 

Sat 23 West Brom . 

.H 

D 0-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Schneiderlin 

Wanyama 

Tadic 

S Davis* 

W-Prowse** 

Pelle 

Long* 

Cork** 

Tues 26 Millwall (LC 2). 

.A 

W 2-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Targett 

S Davis 

Wanyama** 

Isgrove* 

Long*** 

W-Prowse 

Pelle 1 

Tadic* 

Cork 1** 

Sat 30 West Ham. 

.A 

W 3-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Schneiderlin 2 

S Davis 

Tadic 

W-Prowse** 

Long* 

Pelle 1 

Ramirez* 

Cork** 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 13 Newcastle. 

.H 

W 4-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Cork 1*** 

Schneiderlin 1 

S Davis 

Tadic** 

Long* 

Pelle 2 

Wanyama* 

W-Prowse** 

Sat 20 Swansea. 

.A 

W1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida* 

Bertrand 

Cork** 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse*** 

Tadic 

Long 

Pelle 

Gardos* 

S Davis** 

Tues 23 Arsenal (LC3). 

.A 

W 2-1 

Forster 

Clyne 1 

Fonte 

Gardos 

Targett** 

Wanyama 

Schneiderin 

S Davis 

Tadic 1 

Mane* 

Pelle 

Long* 

Bertrand** 

Sat 27 QPR. 

.H 

W 2-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 1 

Wanyama** 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Tadic*** 

Mane* 

Pelle 1 

Long* 

Cork** 

OCTOBER 

Sun 5 Tottenham. 

.A 

L 0-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama* 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Tadic 

Mane 

Pelle 

Long* 


Sat 18 Sunderland . 

.H 

W 8-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Cork 1 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis* 

Tadic 1 

Long** 

Pelle 2** 

Wanyama 1* 

Mane** 

Sat 25 Stoke . 

.H 

W1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Cork* 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis** 

Tadic 

Mane 1 

Pelle 

Wanyama* 

Gardos** 

Weds 29 Stoke (LC4). 

.A 

W 3-2 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Gardos** 

Targett 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis* 

Tadic 

Long 1 

Pelle 2 

Cork* 

Alderweireld** 

NOVEMBER 

Sat 1 Hull . 

. .A 

W 1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 1 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Tadic** 

Long* 

Pelle 

Mane* 

Cork** 

Sat 8 Leicester. 

..H 

W 2-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin*** 

S Davis* 

Tadic 

Mane** 

Pelle 

Cork* 

Long** 2 

Mon 24 Aston Villa. 

.A 

D 1-1 

Forster 

Clyne 1 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

Long** 

Tadic 

Mane* 

Pelle 

Mayuka* 

Cork** 

Sun 30 Man City. 

H 

L 0-3 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin* 

S Davis*** 

Tadic 

Mane** 

Pelle 

Yoshida* 

Long** 

DECEMBER 

Weds 3 Arsenal . 

. .A 

L 0-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Cork* 

S Davis 

Tadic** 

Long*** 

Pelle 

Yoshida* 

Mane** 

Mon 8 Man United. 

. .H 

LI-2 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

S Davis 

Long** 

Tadic* 

Mane 

Pelle 1 

Hesketh* 

Mayuka** 

Sat 13 Burnley. 

. .A 

L 0-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

S Davis 

Hesketh* 

Tadic 

Mane** 

Pelle 

W-Prowse* 

Long** 

T ues 16 Sheff Utd (LC5) .... 

. .A 

L 0-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Gardos 

Targett* 

Wanyama*** 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse 

Bertrand 

Mane** 

Long 

Isgrove* 

Mayuka** 

Sat 20 Everton. 

. .H 

W 3-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Yoshida 1 

Bertrand 

Reed 

W-Prowse* 

S Davis 

Long** 

Pelle 1 

Targett* 

Gape** 

Fri 26 Crystal Palace . 

. .A 

W 3-1 

Forster 

Clyne*** 

Gardos 

Alderweireld 1 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 1 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse 

S Davis* 

Mane 1 

Pelle** 

Wanyama* 

Long** 

Sat 28 Chelsea. 

..H 

D 1-1 

Forster 

Yoshida** 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Targett 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis*** 

Tadic* 

Mane 1 

Pelle 

W-Prowse* 

Gardos** 

JANUARY 

Thurs 1 Arsenal. 

. .H 

W 2-0 

Forster 

Alderweireld 

Fonte 

Gardos** 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

S Davis 

W-Prowse 

Tadic*** 1 

Mane* 1 

Pelle 

Reed* 

Yoshida** 

Sun 4 Ipswich (FAC 3). 

. .H 

D 1-1 

Forster 

W-Prowse 

Fonte 

Gardos 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 1 

Long 

S Davis 

Tadic* 

Pelle 

Isgrove* 


Sun 11 Man United . 

. .A 

W1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld* 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse 

S Davis*** 

Elia** 

Pelle 

Gardos* 

Tadic** 1 

Weds 14 Ipswich (FAC 3)... . 

. .A 

W1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Garods 

Bertrand 

Targett 

Wanyama* 

Reed 

W-Prowse 

Tadic** 

Long 1 

S Davis* 

Pelle** 

Sat 17 Newcastle. 

. .A 

W 2-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Gardos 

Bertrand 

Reed 

S Davis 

Tadic** 

W-Prowse* 

Elia*** 2 

Pelle 

Cork* 

Long** 

Sat 24 Crystal Palace (FAC 4) 

.H 

L 2-3 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Gardos* 

Bertrand 

Cork** 

S Davis 

Tadic 

W-Prowse 

Elia 

Pelle 1 

Targett* 

Long** *** 

FEBRUARY 

Sun 1 Swansea. 

. .H 

L 0-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Reed* 

S Davis 

Tadic 

W-Prowse 

Elia** 

Pelle 

Mane* 

Seager** 

Sat 7 QPR . 

. .A 

W1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida* 

Targett 

Wanyama** 

S Davis 

Mane 1 

W-Prowse 

Elia*** 

Pelle 

Gardos* 

Schneiderlin** 

Weds 11 West Ham. 

. .H 

D 0-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Gardos 

Yoshida 

Wanyama 

Reed** 

Mane*** 

S Davis 

Elia* 

Pelle 

Tadic* 

W-Prowse** 

Sun 22 Liverpool . 

. .H 

L 0-2 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Targett 

Wanyama 

S Davis* 

W-Prowse** 

Djuricic*** 

Elia 

Pelle 

Schneiderlin* 

Mane** 

Sat 28 West Brom. 

. .A 

L 0-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Gardos* 

Bertrand 

Wanyama** 

Schneiderlin 

Tadic*** 

Mane 

Pelle 

Elia* 

S Davis** 

MARCH 

Tue 3 Crystal Palace .. 

. .H 

W 1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

Mane 1 

Djuricic*** 

Elia* 

Pelle** 

Tadic* 

Long** 

Sun 15 Chelsea. 

. .A 

D 1-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

Tadic** 1 

Mane 

S Davis* 

Long*** 

W-Prowse* 

Djuricic** 

Sat 21 Burnley.. 

. .H 

W 2-0 

Forster* 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

S Davis 

Schneiderlin 

Tadic** 

Mane 

Long 1 

Pelle 

K Davis* 

Wanyama** 

APRIL 

Sat 4 Everton. 

. .A 

L 0-1 

K Davis 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld*** 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

Long 

W-Prowse** 

Elia* 

Pelle 

Tadic* 

Mane** 

Sat 11 Hull . 

. .H 

W1-0 

K Davis 

Alderweireld 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Wanyama* 

Schneiderlin 

Long*** 

S Davis 

Mane** 

Pelle 1 

W-Prowse* 1 

Tadic** 

Sat 18 Stoke . 

. .A 

LI-2 

K Davis 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand** 

Alderweireld 

Schneiderlin 1 

Tadic* 

Mane 

S Davis*** 

Pelle 

W-Prowse* 

Long** 

Sat 25 Tottenham . 

. .H 

D 2-2 

K Davis 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Alderweireld 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse* 

Mane 

S Davis** 

Pelle 2 

Long* 

Elia** 

MAY 

Sat 2 Sunderland. 

. .A 

L 1-2 

K Davis 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Alderweireld 

Wanyama** 

Long* 

W-Prowse 

Mane*** 1 

Pelle 

Djuricic* 

S Davis** 

Sat 9 Leicester. 

. .A 

L 0-2 

Gazzaniga 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Reed 

Wanyama 

Elia* 

S Davis** 

Mane 

Pelle 

Long* 

Djuricic** 

Sat 16 Aston Villa. 

. .H 

W 6-1 

Gazzaniga 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

W-Prowse** 

Wanyama 

Long 2 

S Davis* 

Mane 3 

Pelle*** 1 

Yoshida* 

Djuricic** 

Sun 24 Man City . 

. .A 

L 0-2 

K Davis 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

S Davis** 

Wanyama 

Long 

F Djuricic* 

Mane 

Pelle 

W-Prowse* 

Elia** 


Gardos*** 

Wanyama 1** 


Targett" 


Reed*** 

Mayuka*** 

Mayuka*** 


McCarthy*** 

Long*** 


Targett*** 

Seager*** 


Tadic*** 

Djuricic** 1 

Tadic*** 

Long*** 


W-Prowse** 1 

Pelle*** 


Djuricic** 1 

Elia*** 



LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 


LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 


LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 

ARTUR BORUC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

50 

0 

NATHANIEL CLYNE 

35 

2 

6 

1 

99(5) 

5- 

SAM GALLAGHER 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3(17) 

2 

CODY CROPPER 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

JACK CORK 

5(7) 

2 

1(3) 

1 128(25) 

3 

SHANE LONG 

16(16) 

5 

5(2) 

1 

21(18) 

6 

KELVIN DAVIS 

6(1) 

0 

0 

0 

298(2) 

0 

HARRISON REED 

5(3) 

0 

1 

0 

7(10) 

0 

EMMANUEL MAYUKA 

0(5) 

0 

0(1) 

0 

3(16) 


FRASER FORSTER 

30 

0 

7 

0 

37 

0 

MORGAN SCHNEIDERLIN 

24(2) 

4 

4 

1 228(33) 

15 

GRAZIANO PELLE 

37(1) 

12 

5(1) 

4 

42(2) 

16 

PAULO GAZZANIGA 

2 

0 

0 

0 

20(1) 

0 

VICTOR WANYAMA 

26(6) 

3 

6 

0 

52(10) 

3 

JAY RODRIGUEZ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

59(17) 

26 

RYAN BERTRAND 

34 

2 

4(1) 

0 

39(1) 

2 

STEVEN DAVIS 

33(3) 

0 

5(1) 

0 

95(21) 

6 

JAKE HESKETH 

KD 

0 

0 

0 

KD 

0 

MATT TARGETT 

3(3) 

0 

5(1) 

0 

8(4) 

0 

LLOYD ISGROVE 

0(1) 

0 

1(2) 

0 

2(4) 

0 

DOMINIC GAPE 

0(1) 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

JOSE FONTE 

37 

0 

7 

0 

221(5) 

13 

SAM MCQUEEN 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

JASON MCCARTHY 

0(1) 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

FLORIN GARDOS 

5(6) 

0 

6 

0 

11(6) 

0 

GASTON RAMIREZ 

0(1) 

0 

0(1) 

0 

27(23) 

8 

ELJERO ELIA 

9(7) 

2 

1 

0 

10(7) 

2 

TOBY ALDERWEIRELD 

26 

1 

0(2) 

0 

26(2) 

1 

DUSAN TADIC 

24(7) 

4 

5(1) 

1 

29(8) 

5 

RYAN SEAGER 

0(1) 

0 

0(1) 

0 

0(2) 

0 

MAYA YOSHIDA 

18(4) 

1 

1 

0 

65(5) 

3 

SADIO MANE 

24(6) 

10 

2 

0 

26(6) 

10 

FILIP DJURICIC 

2(6) 

0 

0 

0 

2(6) 

0 

JACK STEPHENS 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

JAMES WARD-PROWSE 

17(9) 

1 

5 

0 

52(39) 

2 



KEY: LA: league appearances. LG: league goals. CA: cup appearances. CG: cup goals. CSA: career Saints appearances. CSG: career Saints goals. 
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Adam Rant 



W eetfsbi9 taming P^^cH 



HYPOCRISY. 

In amongst all the fall-out from 
the FIFA scandal, it is perhaps the 
hypocrisy that is the bitterest pill to 
swallow. 

Allegations of corruption have 
dogged FIFA for years. It has been a 
standing joke. 

There can be absolutely no sur¬ 
prise that the whole thing has start¬ 
ed to unravel so dramatically. 

Football’s world governing body is 
simply too big and too significant an 
organisation for these sort of things 
to stay behind closed doors. It is only 
the arrogance of rich, wealthy and 
powerful people that assumes they 
will get away with it forever. 

The much maligned British media, 
the British newspapers, have been 
on FIFA’s case for many years. 

You can go back an entire decade 
to see the investigations that have 
taken place. 

They have fought relentlessly and 
tirelessly, investigating the organi¬ 
sation and uncovering wrongdoings 
and suspicions of problems. 

On a side note, you hear the BBC 
and co give little credit for such 
things, now they have jumped on the 
bandwagon once it’s seen as safe. 

We did, though, hear a lot about 
hacking, as if that was some sort of 
everyday occurrence in newspaper 
offices around the country 

By allowing possible government 
interference on press regulation it is 
these abilities to investigate the rich 
and powerful that we risk losing. 

The truth is most of these press 
investigations have been largely ig¬ 
nored by those in power, until now 
when the Americans get involved. 

The FBI investigate, make some ar¬ 
rests and the whole house of cards 
comes tumbling down. 

It begs the questions why other 
nations, including the British, were 
not doing this themselves. 

And also why so many people sud¬ 
denly on their moral high horse 
about it did not seem nearly as con¬ 
cerned when the world’s attention, 
and the FBI, were not on the case. 

All these high level FIFA resigna¬ 
tions, all these concerned sponsors, 
famous faces blathering on about 
it, British politicians making such 
sage and serious speeches in the 
House of Commons - where were 
you for the last decade? 

To give the benefit of the doubt, 
maybe people felt reform was pos¬ 
sible by putting pressure on the 


Sepp Blatter has resigned as FIFA president but there are plenty of others who deserve the blame for this mess 


institutions from the inside, or at 
least close relationships. 

But do we really believe that is the 
way it works? Adam Rant doesn’t. 

This is how big power, big money, 
big business corrupts. 


There may not be a heap of people 
taking backhanders, bribes, what¬ 
ever else may have happened, but 
there were plenty enough who were 
prepared to turn a blind eye, not ask 
any further questions publicly 


Now they are the ones all over the 
news jumping up and down about 
this scandal. 

It is they who should shoulder as 
much of the blame as Sepp Blatter 
and his rotten crew. 


Many share blame 
in FIFA corruption 


Blatter and allies 
should have been 
done before now 


Nadal not 
done yet 

PEOPLE have been awfully 
quick to write off the career 
of Rafael Nadal. 

They do so at their peril. 

The king of clay has been 
dethroned at Roland Garros 
after defeat in the quarter¬ 
finals to Novak Djokovic. 

This comes after a 
sustained period where the 
Spaniard has struggled to 
play regularly thanks to 
various injuries and aliments. 

This is without doubt the 
worst patch in Nadal’s 
illustrious career, but to 
suggest this is the beginning 
of the end seems a rather big 
leap to make. 

We have all accepted that 
he probably won’t still be at 
the top of the game when he 
is Roger Federer’s age. His 
style of play, and the toll it 
must take on his body, will 
surely rob him of that sort of 
longevity. 

But to suggest this is it now 
seems a mighty brave call. 

Nadal’s future will depend 
on his determination, and 
how much he wants to get 
back to his very best when he 
already has trophies in the 
cabinet and money in the 
bank. 

If he still has that hunger he 
will get back, even if his 
injuries mean he has to 
schedule his season much 
more carefully than before. 



Rafael Nadal 


Change of 
direction? 

IT WAS nice to hear England 
one-day skipper Eoin Morgan 
say in the build-up to the 
series with New Zealand that 
his team were going to try 
and play a different type of 
cricket. 

It would probably be fair to 
ask what else he could say. 
The only other alternative is 
to carry on with what they 
have been doing. 

Just a reminder: that means 
bland, conservative cricket 
and getting beaten in pretty 
much every game they play. 

We have seemed prepared 
to settle for that approach for 
a little while, but it’s not really 
going to wash much longer. 

We wait to see if Morgan’s 
words are backed up by 
actions on the field. 
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Sports 

U-turns 

DICK Advocaat signed a one-year 
deal to become Sunderland man¬ 
ager on Thursday, a little more 
than a week after turning down 
the club and suggesting he was 
ready for retirement. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
other examples of other memo¬ 
rable sporting changes of heart. 

LANCE ARMSTRONG 

The American retired from pro¬ 
fessional cycling in July 2005 after 
winning his seventh Tour de 
France, having revealed his inten¬ 
tion to do so in April. Three years 
later he confirmed his return to the 
sport, going on to finish third in 
the 2009 Tour. He decided he 
really had had enough after the 
2010 Tour, in which he went on to 
finish 23rd - although he was later 
stripped of all his tour wins in any 
case after finally admitting using 
performance-enhancing drugs. 

IJAZ BUTT 

The Pakistan Cricket Board 
chairman Ijaz claimed England 
players deliberately lost the third 
one-day international against 
Pakistan in return for money in 
September 2010, before with¬ 
drawing the claims later that 
month. 


Premiership Spotlight 


Gnat memories of 



Dick Advocaat 


BRETT FAVRE 

The legendary Green Bay quar¬ 
terback retired in March 2008, 
only to indicate his intention to 
return four months later, asking 
the Packers for his release. The 
Packers refused and traded him to 
the New York Jets a little under a 
month later. The following 
February Favre retired for a sec¬ 
ond time, but announced another 
return the following season with 
the Minnesota Vikings. 



IMPRESSED EARLY: Dusan Tadic. FAILED TO SHINE: Filip Djuricic 


JUSTINE HENIN 

The Belgian former world num¬ 
ber one had racked up seven 
Grand Slam titles, including four 
French Opens, when she 
announced her immediate retire¬ 
ment from tennis in May 2008, 
aged just 25. She reversed her 
decision in September the follow¬ 
ing year, confirming her intention 
to return in 2010. She was handed 
a wildcard to the 2010 Australian 
Open and went all the way to the 
final where she lost to Serena 
Williams. 

STEVE COPPELL 

The former Crystal Palace man¬ 
ager left Selhurst Park in October 
1996 to take over at Manchester 
City. He lasted 33 days and six 
games before he quit. 

The 55-year-old repeated the 
trick in 2010, parting company 
with Bristol City and retiring from 
football management after just 
112 days in charge at Ashton 
Gate. 


SAINTS have enjoyed a memorable 
2014/15 season, ending in the 
club’s first qualification for 
European football through their 
league position for 30 years. 

Here, Daily Echo sports reporter 
ADAM LEITCH reflects on the 
incredible campaign 

How much did Saints exceed your pre 
season expectactions? 

Massively. 

I never subscribed to the view that 
Saints would struggle this season or 
face a relegation battle. Even in pre¬ 
season with half a squad it was bla¬ 
tantly obvious that Ronald Koeman 
was building a far better side than 
that. 

However, what they have achieved 
was beyond all expectations. 

It was not just the fact that they 
ended the season in seventh, but that 
for so much of it they were even high¬ 
er. 

When you get into February and 
you are still talking about whether 
Saints can bag a Champions League 
spot you know it’s going pretty well. 

Which Saints players impressed you the 
most? 

It’s been a fine team effort, but one 
that has very much been built from 
the back. 

It’s been a real joy to watch Toby 
Alderweireld this season. Such a 
classy and composed player. 

His partnership with Jose Fonte, 
rightly the player of the season, has 
been fantastic. 

Worthy mention here also to the full 
backs. 

Nathaniel Clyne has done well and 
Ryan Bertrand has been great. 

A genuine upgrade on Luke Shaw, 
and with about £17m extra into the 


bargain. 

The defensive midfield duo of 
Morgan Schneiderlin and Victor 
Wanyama have also been hugely 
impressive. 

In an attacking sense the skills of 
Dusan Tadic lit up St Mary’s in the 
early stages of the campaign and 
Sadio Mane’s erratic but exciting dis¬ 
plays have been always entertaining. 

And which ones failed to live up to the 
hype? 

Saints have achieved a big hit rate 
on their signings, which is even more 
impressive when you consider how 
many players they brought in last 
summer. 


It’s hard to single anybody out but 
Filip Djuricic has failed to shine, 
albeit he has arrived mid-season. 

Saints will also want to see more 
from Florin Gardos moving forward. 

List your favourite three Saints league 
games of the season, and why? 

The 4-0 win over Newcastle at St 
Mary’s in September was great fun. 
Such a total one-way parade and 
Saints were on fire that day. 

Beating Manchester United at Old 
Trafford in January. 

It was the day when you realised 
just how serious a contender for the 
European places Saints were going to 
be. 


Beating Aston Villa 6-1 in the final 
game at St Mary’s. 

The sun was shining it was a very 
happy place to be. 

Which was the worst Saints game you 
covered in 2014/15, and why? 

The Capital One Cup defeat to 
Sheffield United was a grim night. 

Saints had such a great chance to 
progress right the way through in the 
competition but came unstuck with a 
poor performance at Bramall Lane. 

It was just a miserable night. 

List your best three Saints league goals of 
the season? 

Morgan Schneiderlin’s against 


CONTACT THE ECHO SPORTS DESK ON 02380 424515 




IMPRESSIVE: Nathaniel Clyne. 


GREAT DAY: Pelle scores as Newcastle are thrashed 4-0. 
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Premiership Spotlight 


a great term 




GRIM NIGHT: Losing at Sheffield United. 


GREAT DAY: Villa are thrashed. 




WONDER GOAL: Graziano Pelle. 


KEY MAN: Morgan Schneiderlin. 


Newcastle was my favourite. Great 
team build-up and then a sumptuous 
finish into the top corner. 

There are only two other con 

tenders this season. That is 
Graziano Pelle’s flick up and volley 
against QPR and the Shane Long goal 
against Aston Villa which was outra¬ 
geous. 

You will do well to find better than 
that. 

And what was the best opposition goal? 

I actually really enjoyed that 
Charlie Austin goal for QPR at St 
Mary’s. 

It was a fantastic finish - it was just 
hilarious that it was outdone literally 
a minute later by Pelle’s. 


Who was your overall Premier League 
player of the season and why? 

Just for the story behind it all and 
the goals I will go for Harry Kane. 

Been great fun to watch him. 

Can Ronald Koeman realistically take 
Saints higher next season? 

Yes, but as the man himself has said 
it is going to be very difficult. 

The fact that Saints finished so close 
to fifth place suggests that it is within 
reach, but it will require another bril¬ 
liant season to get there. 

As for the top four, that is probably 
a step too far for Saints at this point in 
time. 

What areas of the team do you think 


Koeman needs to strengthen this summer if 
he is to take them into the top six? 

They are going to need another 
keeper to cover for the absence of 
Fraser Forster. 

A lot of people are clamouring for a 
striker but with Jay Rodriguez set to 
return they might get away without 
that. 

Then, of course, it comes down to 
who they might have to replace. 

It would be good if Nathaniel Clyne 
stayed but as was proven with Luke 
Shaw and Ryan Bertrand last year, 
replacing a full back can be done 
effectively. 

If Morgan Schneiderlin leaves then 
it is a far more significant problem. 


EMAIL US AT echosport@dailyecho.co.uk 
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TOP PLAYER: Jose Fonte. 

Dane’s 2014/15 


SAINTS fan Dane Emery, below, has 
given his end of season thoughts to 90 
Minutes magazine. 

Here’s what he thought of the 
momentous 2014/15 campaign... 

Player of the Season 

The Saints have demonstrated a real 
togetherness this season and there 
have been several top performers, but 
Jose Fonte just beats Morgan 
Schneiderlin to the honour. 

The Portugal international has flour¬ 
ished in his first season with the cap¬ 
tain's armband and was unlucky not to 
be named in the PFA team of the year. 

Game of the Season 

Ronald Koeman’s men have come 
away with a win from Old Trafford and 
a point from Stamford Bridge, but the 
game of the season has to be the 8-0 
thrashing of Sunderland back in 
October. 

While Sunderland contributed to their 
own downfall, scoring three own goals 
in the process, Saints were simply 
flawless with goals from Jack Cork, 
Dusan Tadic, Victor Wanyama and a 
Graziano Pelle brace sealing the club's 
biggest ever Premier League win, 

Goal of the Season 

There is really only one 
choice for this award with 
Graziano Pelle's acrobatic 
effort against QPR a real 
contender for the Premier 
League's goal of the season, 

The Italian striker was full 
of confidence earlier in the 
season and showed it with 
this effort. 

With his back to goal, Pelle 
flicked the ball up from a knock 
down by Tadic before sending a bicy¬ 
cle kick flying past Robert Green and 
into the top corner. 

Unsung Hero of the Season 

With Morgan Schneiderlin constantly 
praised by fans and pundits alike, his 
midfield partner Victor Wanyama is 
often overlooked. 

The Kenyan has been a rock in front 
of the back four this season, allowing 
the likes of Tadic and Mane real free¬ 



dom to attack. 

Wanyama has a 84% pass success 
and has helped out with three goals, all 
of which came in vital wins. 

While the Saints face a fight to keep 
Schneiderlin this summer, the club will 
do well to hold onto Wanyama too. 

Moment of the Season 

It has been a season to remember for 
the Saints and a moment that will live 
long in the memory was Dusan Tadic’s 
goal to snatch victory at Old Trafford 
for the first time since 1988. 

Koeman's side had spent much of 
the game defending resiliently and got 
their reward when Pelle's effort hit the 
post and bounced back into the path 
of Tadic. 

Are you happy with Ronald 
Koeman's performance as manager 
of Southampton this season? 

Koeman had taken on a job that 
many thought would be an impossible 
task, to improve on Mauricio 
Pochettino’s side, after the sales of 
several key players in the summer. 

Bringing in his own signings, howev¬ 
er, the Dutchman has propelled the 
side towards continental football 
and was a strong contender for 
manager of the year. 

Despite being at the club 
for just one season, 

Koeman is already adored 
by the fans. 

Where do 

Southampton need to 
strengthen in the summer 
and who would you like to 
;e at the club next sea- 
17 

thampton’s need to 
strengthen is likely to be based on who 
leaves the club in the summer. 

Should Schneiderlin and Wanyama 
leave, Feyenoord duo Jordy Clasie and 
Tonny Vilhena seem like the perfect 
replacements with at least the latter 
expected to sign. 

Assuming the rest of the team stays 
together, Koeman's priority should be 
bringing in a striker to compete with 
Pelle and Rodriguez. The ideal candi¬ 
date is Javier Hernandez. 



OVERLOOKED: Victor Wanyama 
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Worst 

losing 


streaks 

LEICESTERSHIRE’S victory over 
Essex on Wednesday afternoon 
was their first LV= County 
Championship win in 38 
attempts. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
some of the worst records in 
sport. 

AMERICAN SAMOA, 1994-2011 

The then-lowest team in FIFA's 
world rankings ended a run of 30 
defeats with a 2-1 win over Tonga. 
It was the small nation's first vic¬ 
tory for 17 years. 

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS, 
1976-1977 

The Buccaneers hold the NFL 
record for a 26-game losing streak 
between 1976 and 1977. 

PRAIRIE VIEW A&M, 
1989-1998 

Slightly further down the 
American Football ladder, Prairie 
View lost 80 consecutive games in 
the NCAA (College) Football 
Division 1, FCS, almost doubling 
the previous record of Columbia 


BILLY DAVIES 


University. 

CLEVELAND CAVALIERS, 
2010-11 

In the NBA, the Cleveland 
Cavaliers broke their own record 
with 26 defeats in a row - two 
worse than what they recorded in 
the 1981-82 and 1982-83 sea¬ 
sons. 

CALTECH (CALIFORNIA 

INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY), 
1985-2011 

Another college sport record, the 
Caltech men's basketball team 
ended a 26-year losing streak 
spanning 310 games to beat 
Occidental 46-45. 

NEW ZEALAND IN ENGLAND, 
1931-1983 

New Zealand drew their first Test 
match against England at Lord's 
in 1931 but it took them five 
decades to record their first win 
on English soil, by five wickets at 
Headingley, after 17 defeats and 
10 more draws. 

DERBY, 2007-08 

The Rams, first under Billy 
Davies and then under Paul 
Jewell, went 32 Premier League 
games without a victory in 2007- 
OS, winning only once all season 
and finishing with just 11 points. 

That served them right for beat¬ 
ing Saints on penalties in the 
Championship play-off semi final 
the previous season! 


Premiership Spotlight 


Well, what a gnat 


SAINTS have enjoyed a memorable 
2014/15 season, ending in the 
club’s first qualification for 
European football through their 
league position for 30 years. 

Here, Daily Echo sports reporter 
GORDON SIMPSON reflects on the 
incredible campaign 


How much did Saints exceed your pre¬ 
season expectations? 

A lot, and I think that's the same for 
pretty much everybody. 

I certainly can't recall anyone sug¬ 
gesting they might produce their best 
ever Premier League campaign, that's 
for sure. 

In fact, I occasionally think back to 
an amusing conversation I overheard 
between a few journalists in the press 
room at Wembley before an England 
game last summer. 

One reporter came in proudly stat¬ 
ing he had just got, I think, 10-1 on 
Saints to be relegated - "It's like buy¬ 
ing money," he said. 

And that's why betting's a mug's 
game! 

If I remember rightly, I predicted 
them to finish around about 12th, 
which in the summer seemed like it 
would be a reasonable season, given 
all of the upheaval the club had 
endured. 

By the time the transfer window 
closed, though, and the likes of Toby 
Alderweireld and Sadio Mane had 
arrived, it became clear that this was¬ 
n't just going to be a run-of-the-mill 
mid-table side. 

The fact that they have ended up 
disappointed not to have finished 
higher than seventh tells you a lot 
about just how well they did this sea¬ 
son. 


GREAT SEASON: Toby Alderweireld. 


GREAT SEASON: Jose Fonte. 


Which Saints players impressed you the 
most? 

You have to look towards the more 
defensive-minded players, given how 
few goals the team conceded. 

It has been a pleasure to watch Toby 
Alderweireld, who must be one of the 
best centre backs ever to play for the 
club. 

He will be a sad loss if he goes, and 
not just on the pitch, as he's been 
great for us to deal with - very 
thoughtful and honest in his answers, 
and always willing to give you his 
time. 

Jose Fonte has been immense along¬ 
side him, and what amazing strides 
he has made in the last few years. 

Seeing him play his first match for 
Portugal was a real highlight of the 
season, knowing what it meant to 
him. He's been a brilliant captain, and 
was a well-deserving winner of pretty 
much every player of the season 
award going. 

Morgan Schneiderlin gets a little 
overlooked in these conversations 
now, as we are all so used to his bril¬ 
liance, and he was again magnificent. 

Ryan Bertrand also deserves a men¬ 
tion - what a job he has done at left- 
back, while Nathaniel Clyne and 
Victor Wanyama have had good cam¬ 
paigns too. 

I'll also always remember Dusan 


DISAPPOINTMENT : Florin Gardos. 


GREAT GAME: Tadic scores at Old Trafford. 


Tadic in the first few months of the 
season, before injury began to impact 
his performances. Back then, it 
looked as though he might be the best 
player in the league, let alone at 
Saints. 

And which ones failed to live up to the 
hype? 

It's a testament to the club's recruit¬ 
ment staff that pretty much all of the 
signings they made last summer con¬ 
tributed positively to this season. 

I guess you'd have to say Florin 
Gardos has been a disappointment, 
and hasn't looked like the centre-back 
Saints were so impressed with at 
Steaua Bucharest. 

Filip Djuricic has also failed to live 


up to what was expected following his 
arrival on loan from Benfica. 

List your favourite three Saints league 
games of the season, and why? 

1. Manchester United away. 

One of the best away performances 
and results I can ever recall seeing 
from Saints. 

Anyone who has followed the club 
for some time knows how rare it is to 
see them get a victory at Old Trafford, 
so this really was a special day. 

It helped that I'd predicted they 
would win too, so I felt quite smug 
afterwards. 

It was also a day when it felt like 
anything might be possible for the 
club this season. 


2. Sunderland at home. 

Do you need anymore reason than 
they won 8-0? Oddly, I could probably 
name a couple of better performances 
than this one, and it wasn't exactly a 
contest, but it was still a day you will 
always remember. 

3. Newcastle at home, 4-0. 

Purely because this was the day 
when I really felt Saints could be in 
for a memorable season. 

They played so well (ok, Newcastle 
were admittedly dreadful too, but 
still...), their new signings looked 
great, and they went into the top-four 
for the first time. 

Which was the worst Saints game you 
covered in 2014/15, and why? 


LE USSIER BACK AT ST MART’S - SEE PAGES 18 AND 23 
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season that ms! 



GREAT GOAL: Shane Long v Aston Villa. GREAT STRIKE: Morgan Schneiderlin finishes off a great move v Newcastle. 



Does it have to be a league match? 

If not, the Capital One Cup defeat at 
Sheffield United. 

It was a horrible, cold night, I was 
unwell, the game was awful, the 
result was deflating and we then had 
a four-hour drive home. 

After winning at Millwall, Arsenal 
and Stoke to reach that stage, it really 
felt like Saints could win the cup, so to 
go out to a League One side was mis¬ 
erable. 

As for a league match? Sunderland 
away. Again, a result that was so 
deflating against a Sunderland team 
that weren't even very good, and 
there was an even longer drive home! 

List your best three Saints league goals of 


the season? 

1. Shane Long against Aston Villa. 

Not just for the unbelievable 40-yard 
thunderbolt into the top corner, but 
for the energy and willingness to has¬ 
sle the opposition - which he showed 
all season - that led to him getting the 
chance. 

2. Graziano Pelle against QPR. 

It was an ingenious goal, made even 
better by the fact he clearly meant to 
tee it up for the bicycle kick. It was 
almost balletic - and he did later say 
to us that he probably couldn't have 
scored it if it wasn't for his experience 
of dancing as a child. 

3. Morgan Schneiderlin against 
Newcastle. 

I can't even remember how many 


passes there were in the build-up to 
this one - it felt like hundreds. 

And a great finish to boot, arcing the 
ball into the far top corner. 

Rounded off a great day. 

And what was the best opposition goal? 

Charlie Austin for QPR, at St 
Mary's. To control that cross behind 
him, swivel and volley into the corner 
in one fluid movement was breathtak¬ 
ing. 

Amazingly, though, it wasn't even 
the best goal of the match, as 
Graziano Pelle bettered it moments 
later. 

Who was your overall Premier League 
player of the season and why? 


This is hardly original, but Eden 
Hazard. He's pretty much always my 
favourite opposition player to watch 
now. 

His balance and ability to cut quick¬ 
ly and gracefully either way while 
running with the ball is incredible. 

He thoroughly deserved to win the 
Premier League player of the season 
award. 

Can Ronald Koeman realistically take 
Saints higher next season? 

He can, but I'm not convinced he 
will. 

Breaking into the top six is a huge 
challenge given Saints' budget - par¬ 
ticularly on the wage front - and it is 
one that will be all the more difficult if 
players like Morgan Schneiderlin, 
Toby Alderweireld and Nathaniel 
Clyne are playing elsewhere next sea¬ 
son. If they can't keep those guys, 
Saints will need to recruit extremely 
well if they are to even hold their cur¬ 
rent position. 

Also, there is the possibility of a 
European campaign having an impact 
on league form. 

I hope he can do it - he's a good 
enough manager that he can, and the 
club is well run enough to believe it is 
possible, but I wouldn't go putting 
money on it happening yet. 

What areas of the team do you think 
Koeman needs to strengthen this summer if 
he is to take them into the top six? 

Clearly, they need a goalkeeper to 
come in as a number one while Fraser 
Forster is recovering. 

Much of the rest of the work 
depends on who they can keep. 

Toby Alderweireld, Morgan 
Schneiderlin and Nathaniel Clyne 
will all need replacing if they go - and 
certainly in regards to the first two, 
and to a lesser extent Clyne, I've no 
idea how a club like Saints goes about 
getting anyone in who is of the ability 
of them. 


SIX PAGES OF NON LEAGUE FOOTBALL START ON PAGE 12 


DERBY FACTS 


FUN facts about the the highlight 
of the Flat season at Epsom on 
Saturday: 

• Lammtarra, the 1995 Derby vic¬ 
tor trained by Saeed bin Suroor, 
was the first horse to win the pre¬ 
mier Classic on his seasonal debut 
since Grand Parade in 1919. 
Amazingly, Shaamit, trained by 
William Haggas, managed the 
same feat a year later. 

• Several horses have won by a 
short head, the last being 2006 
victor Sir Percy who came out best 
of a four-way photo-finish, which 
rivalled the other closest finish of 
1913. There have been three other 
short-head winners since 1945 - in 
1998 (Benny The Dip), in 1984 
(Secreto) and in 1972 (Roberto). 

• Lord Rosebery is the only per¬ 
son to have owned the Derby win¬ 
ner while Prime Minister. He won 
the Classic both in 1894 with 
Ladas and the following year with 
Sir Visto. 

• Workforce in 2010 became the 
first horse to be beaten in the 
Dante Stakes at York - the premier 
Derby trial - and then win the 
Epsom Downs Classic. Jack 
Hobbs (second) and Elm Park 
(third) will attempt follow in his 
path this weekend. 

• With seven Derby wins apiece, 
Robert Robson, John Porter and 
Fred Darling are the most success¬ 
ful trainers in the history of the 
Classic. Aidan O'Brien is closing 
on that record with five victories to 
date - including the last three run¬ 
nings. 

• The oldest winning jockey was 
John Forth, who was over 60 when 
he partnered Frederick to victory in 
the 1829 Derby. He also has the 
distinction of having trained the 
winner, as well as the runner-up, 
The Exquisite, with both colts 
returned at 40-1. 

• Nine Derby winners have retired 
unbeaten, the latest being 
Lammtarra. He ran just four times, 
as did 1982 hero Golden Fleece. 
Morston, the winner in 1973, raced 
just twice. 

• The photo-finish camera decid¬ 
ed the Derby result for the first 
time in 1949 when Nimbus, bred 
by bookmaker William Hill, landed 
the spoils by a head from French 
raider Amour Drake. 

• The last winner of the Derby 
staged at Epsom to be trained in 
the town was April The Fifth, sent 
out by Tom Walls in 1932. 

• A total of 34 runners took part in 
the 1862 renewal, the largest ever. 
The smallest was four in 1794. The 
modern-day safety limit is 20. 

• Only four greys have won the 
Derby. The latest to close was last 
year's runner-up Kingston Hill. 

• Steve Donoghue is the only 
jockey to have ridden three con¬ 
secutive Derby winners - Humorist 
(1921), Captain Cuttle (1922) and 
Papyrus (1923). 

• The only Derby winner to be dis¬ 
qualified for an incident in the race 
was Craganour in 1913. The stew¬ 
ards judged the 6-4 favourite had 
been guilty of "bumping and bor¬ 
ing" the runner-up Aboyeur, the 
100-1 shot who was awarded the 
prize. 
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New signing seeking game time in promotion push 


BLACKFIELD & Langley’s new sign¬ 
ing Sam Poole left Weymouth after 
more than a decade to get more min¬ 
utes on the pitch. 

The 23-year-old former Terras cap¬ 
tain, left, had limited game time with 
the Southern Premier outfit last sea¬ 
son and is likely to be a key cog in 
the Blackfield machine as they push 
for the Sydenhams Premier title. 

Speaking to The Pink’s sister paper 
The Dorset Echo, Poole explained: 
“Last season was frustrating for me 


as I was not in the team as much as I 
would have liked. 

“I had a couple of niggly injuries 
which set me back, but I felt there 
were a couple of occasions where 
perhaps I should have started when 
I didn’t. 

“I just want to be playing as much 
football as I can and I don’t think I’d 
have had the opportunity to do that 
with Weymouth next season.” 

Poole, though, admitted it was a 
wrench to leave the Dorset outfit af¬ 


ter so many years. 

“I’d been at the club since the 
under-12s right through the youth, 
reserves and the first team for four 
seasons,” he explained. 

“Previous to last season, I had 
been pretty much a main fixture in 
the starting XI. 

“I spoke to Jason (Matthews, Wey¬ 
mouth manager) quite a bit about 
his plans and I thought the best deci¬ 
sion to make was to go and play else¬ 
where.” 


Howes ready to take switch 
to management in his stride 



Recent Blackfield 
appointment has 
practice aplenty 

GLENN Howes’ rise into non- 
League management means 
he will have to give out 
orders rather than take them 
from now on. 

But that presents no great problem 
for the newly-appointed Blackfield 
& Langley boss, who gets plenty of 
practice in his role as general man¬ 
ager of Ferndown Leisure Centre. 

No longer being ‘one of the lads’ 
can pose problems for footballers 
when they switch to the managerial 
side, but Howes, 33, said: “Stepping 
away from the group comes with the 
job and there are many attributes 
which I can transfer across to foot¬ 
ball from being general manager of a 
leisure centre. 

“I did a bit of coaching here and 
there for Tom [Killick] at Poole and 
rather than being one of the players 
kicking the cones out of the way at 
training, suddenly you’re the one 
putting the cones down. 

“It’s a strange feeling when you’re 
dealing with signing players too. 
Usually you’re the one negotiating 
the best deal as a player, but now sud¬ 
denly you’re sitting down with them 
as a manager thinking ‘greedy little 
so-and-sos’!” 

Had things panned out differently, 
Howes would probably still be lacing 
up his boots for Poole. 

But the former Basingstoke and 
Gosport Borough midfielder’s career 
was cruelly cut short two years ago 
when his knee was wrecked by a dan¬ 
gerous tackle at Merthyr Town. 


Glenn Howes, right, in action for Poole. 

ruptured medial and posterior cru¬ 
ciate ligaments, cartilage problems 
and a fractured knee joint. 

He still wears a knee brace to this 
day, and lamented: “It’s been such a 
long-winded process with the sur¬ 
gery and rehabilitation. 

“I only had one operation but there 


have been a lot of complications. The 
tear to the pci was next to the main 
artery, my shin bone has started to 
sag and there’s quite a bit of arthritis 
there. 

“I used to be a personal trainer and 
fitness manager but my job at the 
leisure centre is mainly desk-bound 


now; I’m more of a pen-pusher these 
days.” 

Having grown up on the Isle of 
Wight, Howes was with Saints un¬ 
til the age of 16 and, after a spell in 
Eastleigh’s youth set-up, he launched 
into senior football with Basingstoke 
Town. 
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Kelly set 
to remain 

ADAM Kelly has cited the 
loyalty shown by boss Jason 
Matthews and the support 
of the Weymouth fans as his 
reasons for staying with the 
Southern Premier club. 

Former Winchester, 
Salisbury, Bashley and Poole 
Town man Kelly has signed a 
fresh one-year contract that 
will keep him at the Bob 
Lucas Stadium next season. 

The midfielder, 27, originally 
joined the Terras on non¬ 
contract terms in January last 
year, not long after 
ex-Eastleigh goalkeeper 
Jason Matthews had taken 
over as boss. 

“Jason has been loyal to me 
since I joined and I wanted to 
stay because of that,” Kelly 
explained. 

FORMER Hamworthy 
United manager Simon 
Browne is back in football 
as Dorchester Town’s new 
reserve team boss. 

Browne will be assisted by 
Neil Mackie. 

Mackie jointly ran the 
Magpies’ second string last 
season alongside Jay 
Keating, who has taken over 
the managerial reins at 
Sydenhams outfit Folland. 



Simon Browne 


League on 
lookout... 

THE Sydenhams Wessex 
League are on the hunt for a 
new commercial manager. 

Although main sponsors 
Sydenhams remain “rock 
solid”, the league have lost 
two other valuable backers at 
a cost of around £10,000. 

“We’re looking for a 
commercial manager who 
can help us replace those 
funds,” said SWL chairman 
Ian Hoare. Contact John 
Gorman on 01256 770059 or 
email leaguesecretary. 
wessexleague@gmail.com 


Millbrook Point Road, 
Millbrook, Southampton 
Call 02380 510666 
or visit goalstootball.co.uk 
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Club set to go back to traditional stripes for season 


THE 2015/16 season will see AFC 
Totton revert from predominantly 
blue shirts back to their traditional 
blue-and-white stripes. 

It’s all part of getting the club 
more in touch with the local com¬ 
munity. 

“Totton wore stripes back in the 
day when Trant were sponsors, but 
then they went royal blue,” said 
manager Steve Hollick, who was re¬ 
cently appointed Steve Riley’s full 
time successor at Testwood Stadium. 


“Going back to the stripes falls in 
nicely with what we’re trying to do 
here. 

“We’re looking at getting more in¬ 
volved with the community and put¬ 
ting a few more events on at the club. 

“We’ve got New Century Bingo 
sponsoring the shirts and now New 
Forest Landscaping are doing the 
tracksuits. 

“Hopefully the sponsors’ lounge 
will be heaving next season. 

“Joe Maxwell is doing well with 


the community football and sum¬ 
mer camps and we’ve got lots of kids 
milling around the place which is all 
positive for the future.” 

Have you got a non league story for 
us? 

Email wendy.gee@dailyecho with 
words and photographs (jpeg images 
please). 

Alternatively, you can contact her 
direct on 02380 424483. 


Stags buzz with excitement 
as Gosney puts pen to paper 


Popular wideman 
will attract fans 
through the gate 



Mike Gosney in action for AFC Totton. 


BOSS Steve Hollick reckons 
the Testwood Stadium 
turnstiles will be clicking 
more regularly next season 
following the return of Mike 
Gosney to the AFC Totton 
fold. 

The talented wideman has agreed 
terms with the Stags for the upcom¬ 
ing Southern One South & West cam¬ 
paign after a successful spell back on 
loan from Gosport Borough. 

“Gos is a talented player, he’s good 
in and around the dressing room and 
the fans love him,” said Hollick. 

“Hopefully Gos coming back will 
have a domino effect on the rest of 
the players signing. 

“Gos being here will bring the fans 
in and I’ve even heard some of our 
local sponsors saying they’re excited 
he’s back. 

“It’s great news for the club and the 
supporters. 

“He was out of contract at Gosport 
and I don’t quite know what hap¬ 
pened down there and why he fell out 
of favour. 

“Lots of people came in for him, 
but Totton is his spiritual home and 
he made it clear he wanted to be here. 

“It shows real intent by the club 
to bring in such a talented player as 
Gos. 

“The longevity of having him back 
is better than just the quick fix of 
signing another player. 

“I know this news will genuinely 
excite our supporters.” 

Gosney was a key part of the squad 
that climbed from the Wessex League 
to the Southern Premier Division, 
taking in the 2007 FA Vase final at 
Wembley along the way. 

Having joined the Stags, aged 16, he 
left nine years later to sign for Gos¬ 
port Borough in the summer of 2013 
having scored more than 150 goals in 
300 Totton appearances. 

But he never quite emulated that 
form at Privett Park and, following 


a temporary spell with Poole Town, 
Gosney returned to Totton on loan 
for the second half of last season. 

Goalkeeper Steve Mowthorpe and 
skipper Liam Hibberd are the first 
two existing Totton players to have 
re-signed for next season, while 
young midfield prospect Jake Bur¬ 


gess is penning his first contract. 

Hollick is in negotiations with the 
remainder of the squad, but faces 
competition from Southern Premier 
outfit Weymouth for top scorer Craig 
Feeney 

Midfielder Liam Gilbert, mean¬ 
while, has aspirations to play higher. 


Hollick said: “If they move up a 
level they would go with the club’s 
best wishes, but there are certain 
areas where we can help develop 
Craig’s game and I’d like to work 
with him for another year. He’s an 
excellent player and so is Liam Gil¬ 
bert. I’d like them both to stay” 


Citizens in 
friendlies 

WINCHESTER City fans have 
some tasty pre-season action 
to the look forward to. 

The Sydenhams League 
runners-up have organised 
five home friendlies - all 
against higher opposition - 
as they plot to go one better 
in the Premier Division next 
term. 

Alex Pike’s Gosport 
Borough, sixth in the 
Conference South last 
season, are the first visitors 
on Saturday, July 4. 

A week later Sutton United, 
managed by ex-Eastleigh 
boss Paul Doswell, come 
calling, followed by Craig 
Davis’s Fleet Town on 
Tuesday, July 14. 

Ex-Saint Tom Widdrington’s 
Eastbourne Borough are 
booked in for Tuesday, July 
21 and last up are Jason 
Bristow’s Basingstoke Town 
on Tuesday, July 28. 

PRE-SEASON FRIENDLIES 
2015 

Saturday, July 4: Hythe 
& Dibden v Liss Athletic, 
Winchester City v Gosport 
Borough 

Friday, July 10: Hythe & Dibden 
v Fawley AFC 

Saturday, July 11: Havant & 
Waterlooville v Portsmouth, Hythe 
& Dibden Res v Fawley AFC Res, 
Liss Athletic v Sholing, Salisbury 
v Bristol Rovers, Winchester City 
v Sutton Utd 

Tuesday, July 14: Basingstoke 
Town v AFC Wimbledon, Hythe 
& Dibden v QK Southampton, 
Laverstock & Ford v Salisbury, 
Winchester City v Fleet Town 

Thursday, July 16: Sholing v 
Moneyfields 

Saturday, July 18: Chichester v 
Winchester City XI, East Preston 
v Fareham Town, Hythe & Dibden 
v Sholing, Havant & Waterlooville 
v Eastleigh, Knaphill v Winchester 
City XI, Moneyfields v Colliers 
Wood Utd. 

Monday, July 20: Gosport 
Borough v Luton Town 

Tuesday, July 21: Amesbury 
Town v AFC Bournemouth XI 
(7.30), Eastleigh v Newport 
County, Gillingham Town v 
Whitchurch Utd, Salisbury v AFC 
Bournemouth, Thatcham Town v 
Petersfield Town, Winchester City 
v Eastbourne Borough 

Friday, July 24: Havant & 
Waterlooville v Petersfield Town 

Saturday, July 25: Arundel v 
Sholing, Eastleigh v Oxford Utd, 
Liss Athletic v Fareham Town 

Tuesday, July 28: Fareham 
Town v Sholing, Hamworthy Utd 
v Gillingham Town, Salisbury 
v Eastleigh, Winchester City v 
Basingstoke Town 

Saturday, August 1: South 
Park v Sholing, Stockbridge v 
Fareham Town (2.00) 

Tuesday, August 4: Hythe 
& Dibden v Winchester City, 
Sholing v Petersfield Town. 

Email your club’s pre 
season friendlies to wendy. 
gee@dailyecho.co.uk 
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Christer Warren 


Unexpected return to Wessex for ex-Saint Christer 


FORMER Saints, AFC Bournemouth 
and Eastleigh star Christer Warren is 
set for an unexpected playing return to 
English football with Sydenhams Wes¬ 
sex One club Christchurch. 

The versatile left-sided 40-year-old 
started for Cherries in the Auto Wind¬ 
screens Shield final in 1998 - the club’s 
only Wembley appearance - and scored 
14 goals in 127 matches during three 
years at Dean Court. 

Ex-Southampton and QPR man War¬ 
ren, who recently moved back to the UK 


from France, made his name as a for¬ 
ward for Cheltenham Town and earned 
a replay with a memorable FA Cup goal 
against hometown club Cherries in De¬ 
cember 1992. 

He went on to play non-League foot¬ 
ball for Eastleigh and Lymington & New 
Milton among others before a stint as 
player-manager at Wimborne Town, a 
position he left by mutual consent in 
November 2008. 

Priory manager Adie Arnold told The 
Pink’s sister paper The Bournemouth 


Daily Echo: “He has been playing in 
France at a reasonable level but recently 
decided to come back to England. 

“I go back a long way with Christer 
and he wants to continue playing. He 
is as fit as a flea and can play a number 
of positions so his experience, football 
knowledge and, most importantly, abil¬ 
ity will be a massive asset to us.” 

Arnold confirmed Warren had been 
drafted in solely as a player but vowed 
to utilise his experience of more than 
150 Football League appearances. 


Alton seal return to Wessex 
league after two years away 



Alton Town (claret) in Wessex League action against Blackfield and Langley. 


Chairman: Club is 
back in its rightful 
place in FA move 

ALTON Town are returning 
to the Sydenhams Wessex 
League ranks after a two- 
year absence. 

The north Hampshire club were 
switched by the Football Association 
to the Combined Counties League at 
the end of the 2012-13 season after 
they had finished 18th out of 21 teams 
in the Sydenhams Premier. 

They were relegated from the Com¬ 
bined Counties Premier Division the 
following season and have just fin¬ 
ished 13th out of 16 teams in Division 
One. 

Alton will be among three new 
teams joining the Sydenhams Divi¬ 
sion One ranks next term along with 
AFC Stoneham (Hampshire Premier 
League) and Portland United (Dorset 
Premier League). 

Writing on the club website, Alton 
chairman Jim McKell confirmed: 
“The FA have informed us that Al¬ 
ton Town will return to the Wessex 
League - Step 6, Division One - from 
next season. 

“Two seasons ago the FA moved us 
to the Combined Counties League 
without reference to our preference. 

“The officers and management of 
the CCL and its teams - management, 
players, committees - made us most 
welcome and the experience of two 
years in a different league has been a 
valuable one. 

“It has, however, been the long held 
view of the committee and manage¬ 
ment and those around Alton Town 
that we are a Wessex club, in that we 
had grown into it over the previous 
10-12 years of membership and we 
were comfortable in its surround¬ 
ings. 

“Since March this year I have lob¬ 
bied the appropriate officers at the 
FA to make clear our preference for 
membership of the Wessex League - 
not that it is a matter of our choice, 
of course, but a decision to be made 
by the officers and sub-committee of 


the FA National League System. 

“They have now decided that, no 
doubt considering the bigger picture 
of Step 6 leagues, we should move 
back to the Wessex League.” 

Ian Hoare, chairman of the Syden¬ 
hams League, is delighted to be wel¬ 
coming Alton back into the fold. 

“It’s important for us to get new 
sides coming up,” he said. 


“It will take us to 22 clubs in the Pre¬ 
mier Division and 18 in Division One 
which is getting closer to the num¬ 
bers we want.” 

• TIM Flowers has rejoined the 
coaching staff at Eastleigh’s Vanara- 
ma National League rivals Kidder¬ 
minster. 

The 48-year-old ex-England 
international, the most expensive 


goalkeeper in Britain when he moved 
from Saints to Blackburn for £2.4m 
in 1993, left Aggborough to join Not¬ 
tingham Forest where he was part of 
Stuart Pearce’s backroom team. 

After leaving the City Ground, 
Flowers has taken time away from 
football, but he has now returned to 
Kiddy to work alongside boss Gary 
Whild and assistant Mark Creighton. 


Keeper is 
‘at home’ 

BASINGSTOKE Town’s new 
signing Aaron Howe is no 
stranger to the Vanarama 
National League South club. 

The 27-year-old “grew up” 
at the Camrose Ground where 
his father Ernie was manager 
for 13 years until 2006. 

Howe, who has joined the 
Dragons from divisional rivals 
Sutton, has some big 
goalkeeping gloves to fill 
following player-of-the- 
season Stuart Moore’s return 
to his parent club Reading. 

He said: “I spent my 
childhood on the pitch and 
around the club growing up. 
I’m looking forward to 
throwing myself into the 
season and working hard. 

“The team did great last 
year and I want to help them 
do one better and win the 
league.” 

Howe worked his way 
through the goalkeeping 
ranks with Woking before 
eventually leaving to gain 
experience with Carshalton 
Athletic in 2007. 

He played for Hayes & 
Yeading and Havant before 
returning to Woking. 

He joined Sutton after being 
released by the Cards in 
December 2014. 



Aaron Howe. 


Return for 
midfielder 

EX-AFC Totton midfielder 
Ryan Scott is back with 
Gosport Borough after a 
season away from Privett 
Park. 

It will be his third spell with 
the National League 
(Conference) South club. 

Scott first featured for 
Borough in 2012 before 
leaving to take up a 
managerial post. He rejoined 
in 2014 and left again at the 
end of that season. 

Manager Alex Pike is 
hopeful utility player Luke 
King will soon return to the 
game after long-term injury, 
but there are doubts over the 
future of former Eastleigh 
midfielder Danny Smith. 

Smith’s new job will impact 
on his availability next term. 
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Arnold adds two and plans to challenge for the title 


ADIE Arnold insists his summer 
overhaul at relegated Christchurch has 
only just begun after capturing ex-AFC 
Bournemouth midfielder James Rowe 
and goalkeeper Andy Knights. 

Rowe, 28, was handed his Dean Court 
debut at the age of 17 and played at 
Dorchester, Poole Town and Winchester 
City before work commitments 
curtailed his non-league career. 

He played 21 times for Dorset Premier 
League outfit Merley last season but has 
been persuaded to aid Priory’s bid for 


an immediate return to the Sydenhams 
Premier Division. 

Veteran midfielder Mark Smith has 
agreed to stay put, although Christch¬ 
urch have lost Adam Tong and Joe Wood 
to Verwood as well as highly-rated strik¬ 
er Jack Lovell to ex-Priory boss Graham 
Kemp’s Bemerton. 

Discussing his new signings, Arnold, 
left, said: “James Rowe has the sort of 
calibre we are looking for ahead of a 
very difficult season. We know just how 
hard Wessex One will be to get out of. 


“It has been one of my busiest pre¬ 
seasons in terms of talking to players 
and we hope to be bringing a few in, but 
we must also be careful to get the right 
balance. 

“Three lads have gone and I would 
expect a couple more to follow. Smudge 
(Smith) will have a big part to play and 
my aim is to put together a squad, not 
just a team, that is strong enough to take 
us straight back up.” 

Last season Priory lost their top-flight 
status for the first time since 1987. 


Approach for Slade was ‘bit 
naive’ - his dad’s chairman 


League new boys 
retain services of 
inspired skipper 



BEMERTON Heath 
Harlequins boss Graham 
Kemp says Sydenhams 
League newcomers 
Salisbury were barking up 
the wrong tree when they 
tried to tempt Jack Slade to 
the Ray Mac. 

Salisbury boss Steve Claridge will 
be keen to lift the Whites out of the 
Wessex ranks at the first attempt 
next season and is looking to attract 
some of the area’s best talent to Old 
Sarum. 

But Kemp, who has been deprived 
of Slade’s services due to injury 
since taking over the Bemerton reins 
in March, says Heath’s inspirational 
skipper is going nowhere. 

Kemp confirmed: “Salisbury ap¬ 
proached Jack about joining them, 
but that was a bit naive. Jack’s dad, 
Steve, is chairman here and he’s Be¬ 
merton through and through. 

“I tried to get Jack to Dorchester 
last season, but he wouldn’t leave Be¬ 
merton. 

“He’s an old-school type captain, 
a bit like I was with Binnser (Derek 
Binns) at Lymington. He’s very pro¬ 
active and is on the phone all the 
time wanting to help. He’s been in¬ 
jured since I came to the club, but I’m 
led to believe they’re a different side 
when he’s in it. He’s a character who 
leads by example and he won’t let the 
lads get away with not pulling their 
weight.” 

Bemerton have lost last season’s 34- 
goal top scorer Scott Joyce to Syden¬ 
hams rivals Blackfield & Langley 

But with Slade due back and Rus¬ 
sell Cook and Jack Lovell joining, 
Kemp is confident they won’t lack 
firepower. 

Kemp, who has also signed goal¬ 
keeper Joe Prodomo from Fawley 
and ex-Christchurch, Winchester 
and Ham worthy midfielder/defender 
Karl Yelland, said: “Losing Scotty’s a 
bit of a blow, but Blackfield have got a 


Bemerton Heath Harlequins’ Jack Slade. 

bit more financial clout than we have. 

“I’d already pre-empted this hap¬ 
pening and brought in Russell Cook 
from Hamworthy who is in much the 
same vein as Scotty. Russell’s my sort 
of player. He’s followed me around 
and I know what I’m going to get from 
him.” 


Kemp has also been reunited with 
highly-rated young forward Lovell 
from his old charges Christchurch, 
who are facing life in Division One. 

*With Terry Pyke having returned 
to Gosport Borough, Bemerton are 
looking for two separate managers to 
take care of their Wiltshire Floodlit 


Youth League and Wyvern Combina¬ 
tion League teams. 

“Terry going has left us with a 
massive hole to fill because he ran 
both sides,” said chairman Steve 
Slade. 

Slade can be contacted on 07798 
732799 or evenings on 01722 331925. 



Magpie In 
roost call 


CLUB jester Jason Brookes 
made a big impression on 
everyone at Dorchester Town 
last season - and would love 
the chance to be around next 
term. 

The 27-year-old former 
Eastleigh and Bashley man 
became something of a cult 
hero with the fans due to his 
reputation as a joker in the 
changing room. 

But, on the pitch, the 
Lymington-born midfielder 
had few chances to show 
what he could do until later in 
the Southern Premier 
campaign. 

As for his antics off the 
field, Brookes admitted: “I do 
get the tag of being a 
character. 

“When I came to the club I 
kept myself to myself, but it 
didn’t last long. 

“There was one occasion 
when we were training and 
the reserves were playing a 
game. 

“We used boot laces to 
make a washing line and 
hung all their clothes up on it. 

“They lost the game 3-0 
and weren’t happy when they 
saw what we’d done. I didn’t 
own up to it at the time, but I 
did instigate it.” 



Jason Brookes 


Rams’ trip 
to Sholing 

SOUTHERN League new boys 
Petersfield will complete 
their pre-season programme 
with a trip to Sholing. 

The promoted Rams, 
champions of the Sydenhams 
Premier, will be replacing 
Sholing in the Southern One 
South & West while the 
Boatmen are demoted back 
to the Wessex ranks for 
ground-grading reasons. 

The sides will meet at the 
Silverlake Arena on Tuesday, 
August 4. 

Highlight of Petersfield’s 
pre-season is a trip to 
National League 
(Conference) South 
neighbours Havant & 
Waterlooville on Friday, July 
24 (7.45pm). 

Three days earlier (July 21) 
they head for Hellenic League 
outfit Thatcham Town, where 
former Alresford Town 
co-boss Danny Robinson is 
No 2 to Gareth Thomas. 
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John Robson 


Robson now revealed as Benson’s right hand man 


NEIL Benson believes the appointment 
of ex-Blackfield & Langley boss John 
Robson as his No2 at Andover Town will 
create “a buzz” around that corner of 
north Hampshire. 

Having turned down the opportunity to 
become director of football at Gang 
Warily, the vastly experienced Robson 
has been unveiled as Benson’s right- 
hand man at the Portway. 

The pair are friends of many years’ 
standing and worked together at the old 
Salisbury City where Benson’s under-18 


side fed through to Robson’s reserves. 

Benson, who led Andover to 12th in 
their debut Sydenhams Premier season, 
explained: “John will be coming in to 
work directly with me as assistant man¬ 
ager, allowing Lewis Benson to concen¬ 
trate on the coaching side. 

“Having worked with John previously 
and as a long-term friend and contact in 
the game, I am confident it will be a good 
working environment for us both.” 

Benson doubles up as manager of the 
Sparsholt College Football Academy 


and believes Robson - who played pro¬ 
fessionally and managed the likes of 
Bashley, AFC Totton and Gosport Bor¬ 
ough - can be an asset on that score too. 

“There were some times last season 
when the extensive academy role I am 
responsible for overseeing demanded an 
additional experienced hand to be avail¬ 
able at Andover Town which John will 
provide,” he said. 

Any players or sponsors keen to be 
involved with Andover can contact Ben¬ 
son at neil.benson@sparsholt.ac.uk 


Captain scuttles hearsay by 
pledging future to Boatmen 



Sholing ‘ideal for 
me and family’, 
says midfielder 

SHOLING captain Byron 
Mason has dismissed 
speculation surrounding 
his future at the Silverlake 
Arena by announcing “I’m 
going nowhere” and duly 
signing forms with the 
Sydenhams Premier Division 
returnees. 

Despite being demoted back to the 
Wessex after a season in the Southern 
One South & West because of ground 
grading problems, the Boatmen have 
secured the services of Mason and 
supporters’ player-of-the-season Alex 
Sawyer. 

“I’m going nowhere,” stated Ma¬ 
son. “I have a new baby on the way 
so this is ideal for me and the family” 

The powerhouse midfielder briefly 
left Portsmouth Road last term to 
sign for Gosport Borough in the Con¬ 
ference South. 

But he returned in early December 
after finding chances limited, link¬ 
ing back up with the Boatmen, with 
whom he won the FA Vase in 2013/14 
and where his brothers Barry and 
Dan also ply their trade. 

There was alleged interest for the 
skipper as the Boatmen prepared for 
life in the Wessex but Mason, who is 
closing in on 400 club appearances, 
has pledged his allegiance to Dave 
Diaper’s outfit. 

Fellow midfielder Sawyer was also 
in high demand having been one of 
the shining lights during a transi¬ 
tional campaign for the Boatmen. 

But the home-grown talent is also 
staying put - much to the satisfaction 
of chairman/manager Diaper. 

“Alex has had a very good year, 
picking up the supporters’ player-of- 
the-season award,” he said. 

“For Byron it’s been a bit more 
stop-start with his move to Gosport 
and the injury problems he’s had, but 
he is an important player for us. 

“(AFC) Totton have been tapping 


Sholing’s Byron Mason. 

up some of our players and so have 
(promoted Sydenhams Wessex cham¬ 
pions) Petersfield, but our lads nor¬ 
mally stick together.” 

One player who is on his way, how¬ 
ever, is versatile defender TJ Cuth- 
bertson. 

The 25-year-old full-back/centre- 
back is ready to test himself further 
up the pyramid with Alex Pike’s Gos¬ 


port Borough, who finished sixth last 
season in the Conference South. 

A former Portsmouth trainee, 
Cuthbertson caught Pike’s eye play¬ 
ing against Borough in the Hamp¬ 
shire FA Senior Cup final at Fratton 
Park last month. He will be given the 
chance to prove himself at Privett 
Park alongside fellow ex-Sholing pair 
Mike Carter and Lee Wort. 


Cuthbertson has collected three 
Wessex title medals with Winchester 
City, Blackfield and Sholing and Dia¬ 
per agrees it’s time to see if he can 
make the grade at a higher level. “We 
both felt it was in his best interests 
to see if he can make that jump and 
I’m sure he can because he’s a good 
player and a good lad,” said the Boat¬ 
men’s boss. 


Carl: It will 
be tough 

BOSS Carl Poore expects a 
tough summer ahead of his 
second season at Verwood 
Town - despite snapping up 
two signings from relegated 
Sydenhams League rivals 
Christchurch. 

Ex-Sholing and Fawley 
goalkeeper Adam Tong and 
striker Joe Wood are set to 
switch to Potterne Park as 
Poore looks to build on a 
solid 15th-placed finish in his 
first full Premier Division 
campaign. 

But with unearthed gems 
such as midfielder Tom 
Whelan attracting interest 
from higher levels, the 
Potters boss reckons he will 
have to dig for more 
diamonds in the rough. 

“I’m delighted to 
strengthen and am hoping to 
secure a few more faces, but 
it’s always hard for a club like 
ours,” he said. 

“At this stage of the closed 
season players are looking 
for money and, unfortunately, 
we don’t have any.” 

*Verwood Town have 
formed a ladies’ team. Any 
interested players can email 
Kerry at kerrydewsnap@ 
rocketmail.com or call her on 
07518 767387. 



Carl Poore. 


Midfielder 

welcomed 

FORMER AFC Bournemouth 
youngster Luke Holmes has 
made Wimborne Town his 
permanent home following 
his release from Dean Court. 

The midfielder joined the 
Mapgies on loan in January 
after a brief Wessex stint with 
Hamworthy United. 

A tricky, skilful winger who 
can also play an advanced 
central midfield role, Holmes 
is the son of former Cherries, 
West Ham, Blackburn and 
Charlton midfielder Matty. 

Steve Cuss, manager of the 
Southern One South & West 
outfit, said: “We are delighted 
Luke has agreed to sign for 
the coming season. We saw 
just how good he was during 
his loan spell and we 
welcome him to Cuthbury.” 
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Eastleigh fourth in bookmakers’ tips for promotion 


EASTLEIGH have been installed as 
fourth favourites to win next season’s 
Vanarama National League title by 
bookmakers Betway. 

Richard Hill’s, left, men are given odds 
of 15/2 to finish top of the non-League 
pile having made it to the play-off semi¬ 
finals in their maiden campaign. 

Forest Green Rovers, who were also 
beaten semi-finalists and finished a 
place below Eastleigh in fifth last term, 
are Betway’s early title favourites at 5/1. 

Ady Pennock’s Gloucestershire-based 


outfit were disposed of 3-0 over two legs 
by eventual play-off victors Bristol Rov¬ 
ers. 

Behind them come demoted Football 
League outfit Tranmere Rovers (6/1) 
and Eastleigh’s play-off conquerors 
Grimsby Town (7/1). 

Betway’s Alan Alger said: “As the first 
bookmaker to price up the division, For¬ 
est Green Rovers at 5/1 look like the 
team to beat. 

“Big spending Eastleigh reached the 
play-offs in their first season at this level 


and look well equipped to go one better.” 

Betway odds - National League win¬ 
ners 2015-16: Forest Green Rovers 5/1, 
Tranmere 6/1, Grimsby Town 7/1, East¬ 
leigh 15/2, Barrow 11/1, Wrexham 12/1, 
Cheltenham 14/1, Woking 20/1, Torquay 
20/1, Chester 20/1, Kidderminster 25/1, 
Gateshead 25/1, Halifax Town 28/1, Mac¬ 
clesfield 33/1, Lincoln City 33/1, Aider- 
shot 50/1, Dover Athletic 66/1, Bromley 
66/1, Braintree Town 66/1, Altrincham 
80/1, Southport 125/1, Welling 150/1, 
Guiseley 150/1, Boreham Wood 150/1. 


Spitfires set to sign Hatters 
hitman in free transfer coup 



New Eastleigh signing Ross Lafayette. Picture by Liam Smith. 


Lafayette poised 
to join club on a 
two-year contract 

EASTLEIGH have lined up 
their second summer sign¬ 
ing, welcoming in striker 
Ross Lafayette on a free 
transfer from Luton Town on 
a two-year deal. 

While the 29-year-old is yet to of¬ 
ficially become a Spitfires player, it 
is understood the paperwork will be 
completed on Monday when Hatters 
officials return from the Football 
League AGM in Portugal. 

Having spent his early career bang¬ 
ing in goals for the likes of Chesham, 
Aylesbury and Wealdstone, Watford- 
born Lafayette suffered a cruciate 
ligament injury as a 21-year-old and 
thought his dream of climbing the 
football ladder was over. 

But his big break came when he 
signed for Welling United from 
Hemel Hempstead in 2012. 

Crowd favourite 

A quick, strong targetman, his scor¬ 
ing feats at Park View Road made 
him a firm crowd favourite as the 
Wings soared to the 2012-13 Confer¬ 
ence South title. 

He banged in 17 more goals as Well¬ 
ing established themselves in the 
Conference Premier the following 
season and, all told, netted 39 times 
in 90 appearances in Welling colours. 

That alerted Luton to his talent and 
he joined the League Two club in the 
summer of 2014. 

Resourceful 

He made 11 league appearances for 
the Hatters, mostly from the bench, 
and spent some of last season on loan 
to Eastleigh’s National League (Con¬ 
ference) rivals Welling and Woking. 

An ambitious and resourceful 
character, Lafayette coached at Ma¬ 
jor League Soccer camps in the USA 
and when his football career was 


threatened by injury, he trained in 
digital media in London. 

He joins Basingstoke-born former 
Woking midfielder Josh Payne as a 
summer arrival at the Silverlake as 
manager Richard Hill looks to build 
on last season’s superb achieve¬ 
ment of reaching the Vanarama 


Conference play-offs at the first time 
of asking. 

Lafayette was part of a major sum¬ 
mer clearout at Luton, who released 
seven players after failing to make 
the play-offs and placed a further six 
- including ex-Eastleigh loanee Alex 
Lacey - on the transfer list. 


In reaction, Lafayette tweeted: 
“Can’t wait to get started @east- 
leighfc looking forward to enjoying 
my football again. 

“And again huge thank you to all at 
@LutonTown that supported me dur¬ 
ing my time there! All the best in the 
future.” 


Bromley 
striker out 

JAMIE Slabber will not be 
part of Bromley’s future 
in the Vanarama National 
League. 

Having helped the Ravens 
up as Conference South 
champions, the ex-Eastleigh 
and Havant & Waterlooville 
targetman is unable to fit in 
with next season’s daytime 
training schedule. 

Bromley boss Mark 
Goldberg explained: “We are 
disappointed that we have to 
lose the services of Jamie 
Slabber this year due to our 
new training schedule of 
three mornings a week. 

“Jamie scored some 
important goals for us last 
year to help secure 
promotion and we wish him 
well for the future.” 

Ex-Tottenham man Slabber, 
who made a handful of 
Premier League outings for 
Spurs in his youth, was a 
popular figure at Eastleigh 
during their Conference 
South days, being named 
players’ player and 
manager’s player-of-the- 
season in 2010-11. 

He left the Silverlake for 
Sutton United two summers 
ago and joined Bromley a 
year later. 



Jamie Slabber 


Brooks is 
optimistic 

MANAGER Callum Brooks has 
urged last season’s squad to 
come back fit and firing for 
a fiercely competitive pre¬ 
season at New Milton Town. 

“It’s a bit early to sign 
anyone up just yet,” said 
Brooks. 

“We have had a lot of 
interest ahead of pre-season 
so will have a look at players 
before whittling them down 
into a squad. 

“Most of our players from 
last season are keen to stay, 
so there are no dramas. 

“Hopefully they can build on 
some of the positive steps 
they made last season.” 

The New Forest outfit - 
sixth in Sydenhams One last 
term - have five pre-season 
games lined up so far, 
starting with trips to Poole 
Borough on Saturday, July 18 
and Merley Cobham Sports 
three days later. 
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Saints Spotlight 





Ex-Dell mates Matt Le Tissier and Glenn Cockerill 


The ex-Saints side line-up before the start. 



QK Southampton Under-9s entertained the crowd at 
half-time with a penalty shoot-out display. 



Mason Walsh shoots. 


X-Factor singers 


DELL favourites Matt Le 
Tissier and Glenn Cockerill 
went head-to-head as 
Saints’ sponsors hosted a 
charity football match at St 
Mary’s. 

Veho, the club’s main spon¬ 
sors, welcomed a star-studded 
cast of former players and 
celebrities, with Le Tissier and 
Cockerill managing the respec¬ 
tive teams. 

The game was organised in 
partnership with the Ex-Saints 
Association, with proceeds going 
to the association’s charity. 

The match, which featured X- 
Factor and Stereo Kicks star 
Tom Mann and band-mate 
James Graham, saw Saints leg¬ 
end Franny Benali play along¬ 
side Le Tiss. 

Veho’s CEO Steven Lewis 
hailed the day as a success. 

“What a totally amazing day 
today,” he wrote. 

“Thanks for the amazing sup¬ 
port and thanks to all those that 
made it possible. There are too 
many to list!” 

More than 1,500 supporters 
turned out for the occasion. 



Teenage fans meet James Graham, left, and Tom Mann from X-Factor band 
Stereo Kicks. 



Give us a wave! Young fans at St Mary’s. 


Watching on. Part of the crowd. 


Posing for the camera. Young fans at St Mary’s. 




GOT A VIEW ON SAINTS? COMMENT ONLINE AT dailyecho.co.uk 
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Champions 
League final 


BARCELONA v JUVENTUS ■ OLYMPIASTADION, BERLIN ■ SATURDAY, 6 JUNE, 7.45pm 


MESSI AND PIRLO GO HEAD TO HEAD FOR EURO GLORY 


LITTLEH 
MASTERS 



TWO of world football’s greatest players will battle it out when 
Barcelona and Juventus face off in this year’s Champions League 
final in Berlin’s Olympiastadion. 

Barca superstar Lionel Messi and Juve’s master playmaker 
Andrea Pirlo may be small in stature, but are packed with class. 

Both have already led their teams to their respective league 
titles, and now they go for the biggest prize in club football. 

Messi will team up with Luis Suarez and Neymar, while Pirlo 
has the likes of Carlos Tevez, Arturo Vidal, Claudio Marchisio and 
Paul Pogba alongside him in what promises to be a mouthwatering 
climax to the football season. Let battle commence! 

IN ASSOCIATION WITH 


StanJames.com 

who are you with? 
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Barcelona v Juventus 


Barcelona squad guide 


1. MARC-ANDREW TER STEGEN 

Born Apr 30,1992, Goalkeeper 


2014-15 games (all comps) 

19 

2014-15 goals 

0 

Total games 

19 

Total goals 

0 

2. MARTIN MONTOYA 

Born Apr 14,1991, Defender 

2014-15 games (all comps) 

12 

2014-15 goals 

0 

Total games 

56 

Total goals 

2 

3. GERARD PIQUE 

Born Feb 2,1987, Defender 

2014-15 games (all comps) 

41 

2014-15 goals 

7 

Total games 

208 

Total goals 

25 


4. IVAN RAKITIC 

Born Feb 2,1987, Midfielder 


2014-15 games (all comps) 

48 

2014-15 goals 

7 

Total games 

48 

Total goals 

7 

5. SERGIO BUSQUETS 

Born Jul 16,1988, Midfielder 

2014-15 games (all comps) 

44 

2014-15 goals 1 

Total games 

237 

Total goals 

10 

6. XAVI HERNANDEZ 

Born Jan 25,1980, Midfielder 

2014-15 games (all comps) 

40 

2014-15 goals 

2 

Total games 

454 

Total goals 

66 


7. PEDRO RODRIGUEZ 

Born Jul 28,1987, Striker 


2014-15 games (all comps) 

46 

2014-15 goals 

11 

Total games 

252 

Total goals 

86 

8. ANDRES INIESTA 

Born May 11,1984, Midfielder 

2014-15 games (all comps) 

38 

2014-15 goals 

3 

Total games 

320 

Total goals 

40 

9. LUIS SUAREZ 

Born Jan 24,1987, Striker 

2014-15 games (all comps) 

41 

2014-15 goals 

24 

Total games 

41 

Total goals 

24 


10. LIONEL MESSI 

Born Jun 24,1987, Striker 


2014-15 games (all comps) 

55 

2014-15 goals 

56 

Total games 

427 

Total goals 

371 

11. NEYMAR 

Born Feb 5,1992, Striker 

2014-15 games (all comps) 

50 

2014-15 goals 

37 

Total games 

84 

Total goals 

50 

12. RAFINHA 

Born Jan 12,1993, Midfielder 

2014-15 games (all comps) 

34 

2014-15 goals 

2 

Total games 

36 

Total goals 

4 


13. CLAUDIO BRAVO 

Born Apr 13,1983, Goalkeeper 


2014-15 games (all comps) 

36 

2014-15 goals 

0 

Total games 

48 

Total goals 

7 

14. JAVIER MASCHERANO 

Born Jun 8,1984, Defender 

2014-15 games (all comps) 

43 

2014-15 goals 

0 

Total games 

184 

Total goals 

0 

15. MARC BARTRA 

Born Jan 15,1991, Defender 

2014-15 games (all comps) 

24 

2014-15 goals 1 

Total games 

68 

Total goals 

4 


16. DOUGLAS 

Born Aug 6,1990, Defender 


2014-15 games (all comps) 

4 

2014-15 goals 

0 

Total games 

4 

Total goals 

0 

18. JORDI ALBA 

Born Mar 21,1989, Defender 

2014-15 games (all comps) 

41 

2014-15 goals 

2 

Total games 

102 

Total goals 

7 

20. SERGI ROBERTO 

Born Feb 7,1992, Midfielder 

2014/15 games (all comps) 

17 

2014/15 goals 

2 

Total games 

45 

Total goals 

4 


21. ADRIANO 

Born Oct 26,1984, Defender 


2014-15 games (all comps) 

26 

2014-15 goals 

2 

Total games 

147 

Total goals 

13 

22. DANI ALVES 

Born May 6,1983, Defender 

2014-15 games (all comps) 

43 

2014-15 goals 

0 

Total games 

240 

Total goals 

20 

23. THOMAS VERMAELEN 

Born Nov 14,1985, Defender 

2014-15 games (all comps) 

0 

2014-15 goals 

0 

Total games 

0 

Total goals 

0 


24. JEREMY MATHIEU 

Born Oct 29,1983, Defender 


2014-15 games (all comps) 

37 

2014-15 goals 

3 

Total games 

37 

Total goals 

3 

25. JORDI MASIP 


Born Jan 3,1989, Goalkeeper 


2014-15 games (all comps) 1 

2014-15 goals 

0 

Total games 1 

Total goals 

0 



How they reached the final 



GROUP GAMES 

Wednesday 17 September 

BARCELONA 1 APOEL NICOSIA 0 

Pique (28) 


Tuesday 30 September 

PARIS ST-GERMAIN 3 BARCELONA 2 

Messi (11), Neymar (56) 


Tuesday 21 October 

BARCELONA 3 AJAX 1 

Neymar (7), Messi (24), Ramirez (90) 

Wednesday 5 November 

AJAX 0 BARCELONA 2 

Messi (36, 76) 


Wednesday 26 November 

APOEL NICOSIA 0 BARCELONA 4 

Suarez (27), Messi (38, 58, 87) 


Wednesday 10 December 

BARCELONA 3 PARIS ST-GERMAIN 1 

Messi (19), Neymar (41), Suarez (77) 

LAST 16 

First leg: Tuesday 24 February 

MANCHESTER CITY 1 BARCELONA 2 

Suarez (16, 30) 

Second leg: Wednesday 18 March 

BARCELONA 1 MANCHESTER CITY 0 

Rakitic (31) 

Barcelona win 3-1 on aggregate 


QUARTER-FINAL 

First leg: Wednesday 15 April 

PARIS ST-GERMAIN 1 BARCELONA 3 

Neymar (18), Suarez (67, 79) 

Second leg: Tuesday 21 April 

BARCELONA 2 PARIS ST-GERMAIN 0 

Neymar (14,34) 

Barcelona win 5-1 on aggregate 


SEMI-FINAL 

First leg: Wednesday 6 May 

BARCELONA 3 BAYERN MUNICH 0 

Messi (77, 80), Neymar (90) 

Second leg: Tuesday 12 May 

BAYERN MUNICH 3 BARCELONA 2 

Neymar (15, 29) 

Barcelona win 5-3 on aggregate 



GROUP GAMES 

Tuesday 16 September 

JUVENTUS 2 MALMO 0 

Tevez (59, 89) 


Wednesday 1 October 

ATLETICO MADRID 1 JUVENTUS 0 


Wednesday 22 October 

OLYMPIAKOS 1 JUVENTUS 0 


Tuesday 4 November 

JUVENTUS 3 OLYMPIAKOS 2 

Pirlo (21), Roberto (65 og), Pogba (66) 

Wednesday 26 November 

MALMO 0 JUVENTUS 2 

Llorente (59), Tevez (88) 


Tuesday 9 December 

JUVENTUS 0 ATLETICO MADRID 0 


LAST 16 

First leg: Tuesday 24 February 

JUVENTUS 2 BORUSSIA DORTMUND 1 

Tevez (13), Morata (42) 

Second leg: Wednesday 18 March 

BORUSSIA DORTMUND 0 JUVENTUS 3 

Tevez (3, 79), Morata (70) 

Juventus win 5-1 on aggregate 


QUARTER-FINAL 

First leg: Tuesday 14 April 

JUVENTUS 1 MONACO 0 

Vidal(57 pen) 

Second leg: Wednesday 22 April 

MONACO 0 JUVENTUS 0 

Juventus win 1-0 on aggregate 


SEMI-FINAL 

First leg: Tuesday 5 May 

JUVENTUS 2 REAL MADRID 1 

Morata (8), Tevez (57 pen) 

Second leg: Wednesday 13 May 

REAL MADRID 1 JUVENTUS 1 

Morata (57) 

Juventus win 3-2 on aggregate 


Who will call 



by Frank Malley 


IN the city which saw the 
world’s most notorious wall 
come tumbling down a quarter 
of a century ago, Luis Suarez 
and Carlos Tevez, two 
infamous former stars of 
English football, have a chance 
to rebuild their reputations in 
front of a global audience. 

That is the intriguing 
sub-plot of a Champions 
League final in Berlin which 
pitches Barcelona, the 
aristocrats of Spain, against 
Juventus, the pride of Italy 
whose illustrious alumni 
include Welshman John Charles 
as well as Paolo Rossi, Michel 
Platini and Zinedine Zidane. 

It is a final which sees 
Barcelona striving to prove 
they are the greatest club side 
of all time while a Juventus 
triumph would confirm the 
renaissance of Italian football. 

For Barcelona’s Suarez and 
Juve’s Tevez, however, the final 
presents the opportunity for 
redemption, especially where 
followers of the Premier 
League are concerned. 

Both sides of Manchester 
have reason to criticise Tevez, a 
player who has played for both 
City and United and who 
refused to warm up as a 
substitute in one Champions 
League tie against Bayern 
Munich during the reign of 
former City boss Roberto 
Mancini and then disappeared 
home to Argentina. 

United fans will also recall 
him displaying a tasteless 
banner proclaiming ‘RIP 
Fergie’ during City’s 
celebrations following the 2012 
title-winning season. At the 
Carlos Tevez has hailed Juventus’ team unity other end of the East Lancs 


Suarez and 
Tevez seek 
redemption in 
English eyes 

Road, Liverpool fans might be 
tempted to put the club’s 
inability to qualify for the 
Champions League next season 
down to the exit of Suarez 
following a series of 
misdemeanours, including 
sinking his teeth into the arm of 
Chelsea defender Branislav 
Ivanovic two years ago. 

Suarez’ departure clearly 
destabilised Liverpool, while the 
Uruguayan striker’s subsequent 
chomp out of Italy and Juventus 
defender Giorgio Chiellini’s 
shoulder at the World Cup in 
Brazil only confirmed him as a 
serial offender. 

Inevitably, much has been 
made of the fact that Suarez 
and Chiellini will meet in 
Berlin for the first time since 
that incident. 

Much better for the sport if 
the footballing talents of Suarez 
and Tevez, pure and simple, 
made the headlines. For all 
their temperamental flaws the 
work-rate of both is exemplary. 

Low centres of gravity. 
Scampering speed. Darting 
unpredictability. Tenacity. 

Those characteristics have seen 
Tevez score 29 goals in 45 
games this season for Juventus, 
while Suarez has notched 24 in 
41 matches for Barcelona. 

Tevez is convinced Juventus 
are on the cusp of immortality. 

“There are no teams beyond 
our capabilities. Not even one,” 
he said. “At Manchester United 
there were incredible 
champions such as Cristiano 
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Lionel Messi, Luis Suarez and Neymar form a striking trinity for Barcelona 
which is possibly unparalleled In the history of the so-called Beautiful Game 


Juventus squad guide 


1. GIANLUGI BUFFON 

Born Jan 21,1978, Goalkeeper 

5. ANGELO OGBONNA 

Born May 23,1988, Defender 


8. CLAUDIO MARCHISIO 

Born Jan 19,1986, Midfielder 


11. KINGSLEY COMAN 

Born Jun 13,1996, Midfielder 


19. LEONARDO BONUCCI 

Born May 1,1987, Defender 


23. ARTURO VIDAL 

Born May 22,1987, Midfielder 


30. MARCO STORARI 

Born Jan 7,1977, Goalkeeper 


34. RUBINHO 

Born Aug 4,1982, Goalkeeper 


2014-15 games (all comps) 

44 

2014-15 games (all comps) 

28 

2014-15 games (all comps) 

49 

2014-15 games (all comps) 

18 

2014-15 games (all comps) 

48 

2014-15 games (all comps) 

44 

2014-15 games (all comps) 

8 

2014-15 games (all comps) 

0 

2014-15 goals 

0 

2014-15 goals 

0 

2014-15 goals 

3 

2014-15 goals 

1 

2014-15 goals 

4 

2014-15 goals 

18 

2014-15 goals 

0 

2014-15 goals 


0 

Total games 

421 

Total games 

50 

Total games 

235 

Total games 

18 

Total games 

221 

Total games 

160 

Total games 

50 

Total games 


2 

Total goals 

0 

Total goals 

0 

Total goals 

32 

Total goals 

1 

Total goals 

13 

Total goals 

46 

Total goals 

0 

Total goals 


0 

3. GIORGIO CHIELLINI 

Born Aug 14,1984, Defender 


6. PAUL POGBA 

Born Mar 15,1993, Midfielder 


9. ALVARO MORATA 

Born Oct 23,1992, Striker 


14. FERNANDO LLORENTE 

Born Feb 26,1985, Striker 


20. SIMONE PADOIN 

Born Mar 18,1984, Midfielder 


26. STEPHAN LICHTSTEINER 

Born Jan 16,1984, Defender 

32. ALESSANDRO MATRI 

Born Aug 19,1984, Striker 


37. ROBERTO PEREYRA 

Born Jan 7,1991, Midfielder 


2014-15 games (all comps) 

44 

2014-15 games (all comps) 

37 

2014-15 games (all comps) 

44 

2014-15 games (all comps) 

39 

2014-15 games (all comps) 

30 

2014-15 games (all comps) 

41 

2014-15 games (all comps) 

8 

2014-15 games (all comps) 

48 

2014-15 goals 

0 

2014-15 goals 

10 

2014-15 goals 

14 

2014-15 goals 

9 

2014-15 goals 

0 

2014-15 goals 

3 

2014-15 goals 

1 

2014-15 goals 


4 

Total games 

287 

Total games 

125 

Total games 

44 

Total games 

82 

Total games 

91 

Total games 

148 

Total games 

8 

Total games 


48 

Total goals 

22 

Total goals 

24 

Total goals 

14 

Total goals 

27 

Total goals 

2 

Total goals 

13 

Total goals 

1 

Total goals 


4 

4. MARTIN CACERES 

Born Apr 7,1987, Defender 


7. SIMONE PEPE 

Born Jan 21,1978, Midfielder 


10. CARLOS TEVEZ 

Born Feb 5,1984, Striker 


15. ANDREA BARZAGLI 

Born May 8,1981, Defender 


21. ANDREA PIRLO 

Born May 19,1979, Midfielder 


27. STEFANO STURARO 

Born Mar 9,1993, Midfielder 


33. PATRICE EVRA 

Born May 15,1981, Defender 



/jfKMTm 

O 


2014-15 games (all comps) 

14 

2014-15 games (all comps) 

14 

2014-15 games (all comps) 

45 

2014-15 games (all comps) 

14 

2014-15 games (all comps) 

29 

2014-15 games (all comps) 

13 

2014-15 games (all comps) 

30 



2014-15 goals 

1 

2014-15 goals 

0 

2014-15 goals 

29 

2014-15 goals 

0 

2014-15 goals 

5 

2014-15 goals 

0 

2014-15 goals 

1 



Total games 

62 

Total games 

86 

Total games 

93 

Total games 

146 

Total games 

160 

Total games 

13 

Total games 

30 




tune at Berlin Ball? 


Total goals 

2 

Total goals 

12 

Total goals 

50 

Total goals 

1 Total goals 

19 

Total goals 

0 

Total goals 1 




Ronaldo, Wayne Rooney. Here 
instead, there is a team. We are 
very hard to beat.” 

Yet Tevez and Suarez are not 
the only former Premier League 
players who could prove key in 
a final which promises to be a 
classic duel 
between the 
flair and 
precision 
passing of 
a Barcelona 
side - who 
put five 
goals past 
both Paris 
Saint- 

Germain and 
Bayern 
Munich in the 
quarter¬ 
final 


Barca’s 
brilliant 
Lionel Messi 
could be the 
difference 
between two 
great sides 


and semi-final respectively - 
and the solidity of a Juventus 
team who drew the sting out of 
Real Madrid in the semi-final 
before displaying a goal threat 
of their own. 

Barcelona’s Javier 
Mascherano has developed into 
one of the world’s best 
defensive midfielders or 
centre-backs since his 
days at West Ham and 
Liverpool, so much so he 
was England manager Roy 
Hodgson’s choice as the best 
player at the 2014 World Cup 
in Brazil. 

Meanwhile, Gerard Pique, 
who made 12 appearances for 
Manchester United 
between 
2004 
and 


2008, has become a fixture in 
the Barcelona back line, while 
another former Old Trafford 
star, full-back Patrice Evra, is 
likely to be vital for Juventus to 
prevent the surging wide runs 
of Barcelona’s wing-backs. 

If Juventus are to disrupt 
Barcelona’s metronomic 
rhythm, then Paul Pogba, who 
made three appearances for 
Manchester United as an 
18-year-old, must be the legs 
for the evergreen but ageing 
orchestrator, Andrea Pirlo. 

Frenchman Pogba was voted 
best young player at the 2014 
World Cup and, at 22, he has 
been linked with Manchester 
City, Chelsea and PSG in what 
could be one of the biggest 
summer transfers. 

Truly, it is a final with so 
many personalities and yet, for 
all those mentioned, there is 
one who eclipses them all. One 
with a measure of skill and 
vision which comes around so 
fleetingly that perhaps only 
footballing greats such as Pele 
and Maradona can 
legitimately lay claim to 
comparison. 

That man is Lionel Messi 
who, with Suarez and Neymar, 
forms a striking trinity for 
Barcelona which is possibly 
unparalleled in the history of 
the so-called Beautiful Game. 

So far this season between 
them they have scored well 
over 100 goals for Barcelona 
with Messi having contributed 
56 in 55 matches. 

That is beyond brilliant. It is 
past sublime. It is verging on 
the unstoppable. It is why 
Barcelona can break down a 
resolute and in-form Juventus 
to lift their fifth European 
Champions Cup. 



Luis Suarez has resurrected his career at Barca after a string of controversies 
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Champions League final 2015 


Match preview 


Pique urges 
Barca to go 
out on a high 



Barcelona defender Gerard Pique 


BARCELONA defender Gerard 
Pique hopes the Champions 
League final with Juventus will 
provide the perfect ending to a 
fine season for the club. 

Having won a 23rd La Liga 
title by finishing two points 
above Real Madrid last week, 
Luis Enrique’s men now go for 
the biggest prize in European 
club football. 

Barca have had an amazing 
run of form in 2015 after the 
new year started with defeat to 
Real Sociedad, and they have 
gone on to win 29 out of 33 
games in all competitions. 

Pique, who expects to finish 
his career at the Nou Camp, 
believes his side are an 
unstoppable force at the 
moment, and wants to finish the 
campaign with a bang. 

“You could say that we 
talked, that we vowed to 
improve, but that wasn’t how it 
was,” he said about his side’s 
reaction to the January defeat to 


by Jonathan Veal 


David Moyes’ side. “The team, 
like all groups, get their 
confidence from results. From 
that moment we started to pick 
up good results and confidence, 
and we understood more what 
our manager wanted of us. 

“There comes a point when 
you realise that you’re storming 
forward, you can beat anyone 
and this is what has ended up 
winning us the league. Now we 
mustn’t stop, we have to make 
it a perfect season.” 

While Pique, 29, has stated 
his intention to retire at 
Barcelona, the clash with Juve 
could be a swansong for 
right-back Dani Alves. 

The South American, who 
joined the Catalan outfit in 
2008 from Sevilla, has helped 
Barca win five Primera 
Division titles, two Copa del 
Rey trophies and the 
Champions League twice. But 


he is out of contract and unsure 
where his future lies. 

“I’ve had to put up with a lot 
this year and this is the reason 
I’m speaking out,” said Alves. 
“I feel a lack of respect and I 
have limit. I haven’t taken a 
decision yet. I have a few 
options that I’m considering, 
but I will take a decision after 
the Champions League final.” 

Juventus defender Andrea 
Barzagli faces a race against 
time to make the Barca clash. 

Barzagli suffered a grade one 
tear of his thigh muscle in last 
week’s 3-1 win against Napoli, 
and is having intensive 


treatment in a bid to be fit for 
the Berlin showdown. 

Juve may be firm underdogs 
as they chase a first European 
Cup since 1996, but coach 
Massimo Allegri claimed 
preparing will be “easy”. 

“First of all because it is the 
final, then it’s a Barcelona we 
know,” he said. “Since last year 
they have a dribbler in attack 
and they attack with much 
more depth, with Suarez as a 
central striker.” 

He added: “I like challenges, 
even the impossible, because I 
think that in life there is 
nothing impossible.” 


Betting guide 

JUVENTUS have surpassed 
plenty of expectations by 
reaching the Champions 
League final. 

Competing for a third 
European crown sounds 
pretty impressive, but it is 12 
years since Massimiliano 
Allegri’s side were in the final. 

But they do come into the 
game on the back of an 
impressive nine-game 
unbeaten run, and are 12-5 to 
lift the trophy and seal an 
historic treble. 

Will they do it? In Juventus’ 
last nine games they have kept 
five clean sheets and are 19-5 
to keep out Barcelona, so 
anything is possible. 

Facing them, though, is a 
certain Lionel Messi. 

He scored in Barcelona’s 
victorious 2009 and 2011 
finals, and could become the 
first player to score in three 
Champions League finals. 

Messi has also scored seven 
goals in his last five 
appearances against Serie A 
sides and, as ever, will be one 
to watch in Berlin. He is 4-9 to 
score the first goal, while 
Barca are 1-3 to win. 

The two sides have not 
played each other since 
2002-03, when Juventus stole 
a win in their Champions 


by Sophie Bichener 

stanjames.com 


League quarter-final after 
extra-time. 

We are offering 20-1 
Juventus will repeat history 
and win after extra-time, 

12-5 that the game will go to 
extra-time and 5-1 there will 
be a penalty shootout. 

Perhaps we won’t get past 
90 minutes with the divine 
trinity of Messi, Luis Suarez 
and Neymar proving 
unstoppable. Suarez alone has 
provided 23 assists for his 
team this season and, as a trio, 
they have scored well over 100 
goals this season. 

Juventus only managed to 
score seven goals in six outings 
in the group stage, which 
makes Barcelona the only 
team to score at 7-5 a real 
possibility. However, if you 
think we’re in for a goaltastic 
final, both teams to score is 
9-10 and four or five goals in 
the game is 12-1. 

Whoever you’re backing, 
make sure you check out the 
pre-match and in-play betting 
markets at StanJames.com. 
We have more than 100 
markets ready to check out on 
web, mobile and tablet. 

Prices subject to fluctuation. 
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Saints Spotlight 




Darren Anderton and Glenn Cockerill. 


Luke Benali rues a miss. 


James Graham, right. 



boost Ex-Saints! 




James Graham sandwiches ex-Saints Glenn Cockerill 
and Jo Tessem. 



Former Saints Bill Beaney, left, Mann Andruszewski, 
second right, and Hughie Fisher, right, help sell raffle 
tickets. 



Captains Gordon Watson and Steve Lewis. Saints legend Franny Benali. Teen fans at St Mary’s. 


GOT A SPORTS STORY? EMAIL WORDS/PICTURES TO echospoit@dailyecho.co.uk 
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|— IND THE BALL a test of 

’ J J ^ ^ I— and football knowledge and is 

A ^ B ^^B I open to readers of the competitor whose cross is nearest 


THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 

£40,000 

PLUS 70 consolation 

m g* g* noarocf prizes of £15 each week 

B |1|1|1 nearesi 20 for Southern Daily Echo 

■ I I II II I mice 20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 

~W~^ I -■■■■■■ in l W 10 for Dorset Echo 

fv I V prize... 10 for Sunday Independent 


PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of £15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 

20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


RESULTS 


and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the 
Southampton, Bournemouth, 

Dorset Echos, Brighton Argus and 
Sunday Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-clear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will 
be paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 
will be added to next week’s jackpot. 

The nearest-miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out each week to the 

_ 


competitor whose cross is nearest 
to the centre of the ball when there 
is no jackpot winner. 

When a jackpot has been won the 
next week’s prize reverts back to 
£5,000 and the nearest-miss prize 
stays at £1,000. 

If the Jackpot is not won after 46 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
the nearest miss prize of £1,000 will 
be paid out and the jackpot will 
remain at £50,000 each week until 
there is a jackpot winner, then the 
jackpot starts again at £5,000, with 
the nearest miss prize remaining at 
£1,000 each week. 

If there is more than one winner 
the jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize will 
also be shared. 


Winners 


CLOSING DATE 
FOR POSTAL 
ENTRIES 

Thursday 

9am, 

11 June, 2015 

Names of 
winners will be 
published on 

Saturday, 

13 June 
or 

14 June 
2015 


Competition number S21 


JACKPOT WINNER 


NO WINNER 


CONGRATULATIONS 


Mr L Blakely, Southampton, Hants 
who wins the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 


J Baker, Southampton, Hants 
F Baldwin, Southampton, Hants 
A Bundy, Southampton, Hants 
B Callaghan, Lymington, Hants 
C Cantello, Southampton, Hants 
M Carrett, Southampton, Hants 
S Greenwood, Southampton, Hants 
M Halford, Winchester, Hants 
M Hayles, Southampton, Hants 
K Jennings, Southampton, Hants 


N Kyriacou, Southampton, Hants 
J McBurnie, Southampton, Hants 
A Malone, Southampton, Hants 
N Martin, Chandlers Ford, Hants 
V Moody, Southampton, Hants 
J Sell, Southampton, Hants 
D Shawyer, Fareham, Hants 
C Snellgrove, Eastleigh, Hants 
H Straaten, Southampton, Hants 
P Young, Southampton, Hants 
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Ryan Bertrand returns for third England cap 



Nathaniel Clyne, right, had had a big influence on Saints team-mate Ryan Bertrand 


Full-back inspiration 


RYAN Bertrand has 
admitted that the success of 
Saints team-mate Nathaniel 
Clyne has spurred him on. 

The duo have been in 
fantastic form for Saints, 
with Bertrand holding 
down the left-back spot and 
Clyne doing the same on the 
opposite side, and both now 
the chance to reprise those 
roles with England. 

“He has been fantastic 
for us this season,” said 
Bertrand of Clyne. 

“As a player, it is 
brilliant and fills you with 
confidence if you see your 
fellow full-back marauding 
down the right side. That 
makes you want to go 
marauding down the left 
side. 

“We spur each other on. 

If he gets a cross in, I want 
to get a cross in. If he is 
blocking crosses, I need to 
be blocking crosses too. 


“We need to be working 
together in that sense.” 

Clyne has won four 
caps since making his 
debut at home to Slovenia 
in November, with his 
performance in the win 
against Scotland a few days 
later further enhancing his 
reputation. 

A similarly hostile 
welcome awaits in Ireland 
on Sunday as they travel to 
Dublin for the first time in 
20 years - a match Bertrand 
knows is only friendly by 
name. 

“It will be a very 
competitive game,” he 
added. “They are two sides 
that want to go out to win 
and it will be more than 
just a friendly. 

“We want to keep our 
good form going. In the 
campaign we have a 100 per 
cent record and we want to 
keep that going.” 


Bertrand: 1 never gave up 
on an England squad recall’ 



England and Saints left back Ryan Bertrand during a press conference at St George’s Park 


RYAN Bertrand is reaping 
the benefits of a stable club 
career, with the Southamp¬ 
ton left-back looking to cap 
a memorable campaign with 
more playing time for Eng¬ 
land. 

After winning the Champions 
League and spending time on loan at 
seven different clubs, the 25-year-old 
permanently left Chelsea earlier this 
year in search of regular first-team 
football. 

Southampton paid £10m to sign Ber¬ 
trand in the midst of a season-long 
loan and the full-back continued to 
play an important role in the club’s 
best-ever Premier League season. 

Those displays led to an England re¬ 
call and a place in a PFA Team of the 
Year defence comprised of former 
Chelsea team-mates John Terry, Gary 
Cahill and Branislav Ivanovic. 

“Personally to get voted in the 
Team of the Year by your peers is one 
of the highest accolades you can get,” 
Bertrand said. 

“It was a fantastic honour to get in 
there and on a personal note it re¬ 
minded me that I am making good 
progress. 

“I had great self-belief (when I left 
Chelsea). 

“To have gone through the things I 
have been through, and learned un¬ 
der the managers I have, I had mas¬ 
sive self-belief I could do it. 

“I had quiet confidence but knew it 
was about getting the stability and 
getting in a team that plays the right 
way for my type of play. 

“I was sure I was capable of taking 
care of the rest.” 

Bertrand’s resurgence on the south 


coast recently brought with it a first 
England appearance in two and a 
half years. 

The full-back came off the bench 
late in March’s friendly trip to Italy 
and now he is hoping to play his part 
in the upcoming matches in Ireland 
and Slovenia. 

“I never gave up,” Bertrand said of 


the wait for his third England cap. 

“I thought personally it was about 
getting that consistency, playing time 
and playing at a really high level for 
a sustained period. 

“I was positive if I could achieve 
that, an England cap would come. 

“For me, personally, to finish the 
season being selected for the last 


two internationals is a highlight of 
mine. If I get playing time and more 
caps, I will be more than happy.” 

A lack of first-team football is not 
the only thing to have hampered 
Bertrand, with England’s strength 
in depth at left-back another issue. 

Bertrand has certainly staked his 
claim, though. 


Heaton’s 
delight at 
Lions call 

BURNLEY goalkeeper Tom 
Heaton is determined to 
make the most of his maiden 
England call-up and leave a 
lasting impression. 

A string of impressive 
Premier League 
performances led Roy 
Hodgson to include the 
29-year-old in the Three Lions 
squad for the upcoming 
matches against Ireland and 
Slovenia. 

Heaton is the first Burnley 
player since Martin Dobson in 
1974 to receive an England 
call-up and has settled 
quickly since linking up with 
the rest of the squad on 
Wednesday. 

“I’ve had a bit of grief off 
Gary Neville saying I’m 
supposed to be quiet in the 
corner on my first trip but 
that’s not my way,” he said. 

“I’m delighted; I’m 
thoroughly enjoying it but I’m 
also here to do a job and I 
want to perform for my 
country. 

“It’s fantastic to be here for 
myself, the goalkeeping 
coach Billy Mercer, the 
manager, the staff and 
everyone connected with the 
club.” 



Tom Heaton in training 

Cleverley 
called up 

TOM Cleverley has been 
called up to the England 
squad after Tottenham 
midfielder Ryan Mason 
withdrew because of a knee 
injury. 

Mason suffered the injury in 
training after joining up with 
the England squad at St 
George’s Park this week. 

He has gone back to Spurs 
for treatment and will 
therefore miss the upcoming 
double-header against the 
Republic of Ireland and 
Slovenia. Cleverley, a free 
agent, has been called up as 
a replacement. 

The 25-year-old, who was on 
loan at Aston Villa last 
season, has not played for his 
country since November 
2013. 

Cleverley played the first 
nine matches under Hodgson 
after Euro 2012, but lost his 
place following a dip in form 
for Manchester United. 
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Big step 
forward 

THE Football League has moved a step 
closer to improving employment opportu¬ 
nities for black, Asian and minority ethnic 
(BAME) coaches. 

Currently only six managers out of the 
72 member clubs are from a BAME back¬ 
ground - Chris Ramsey at QPR, 
Huddersfield's Chris Powell, Brighton's 
Chris Hughton, Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink 
of Burton, Keith Curie at Carlisle and 
Notts County boss Ricardo Moniz. 

League chairman Greg Clarke feels to 
simply transpose the 'Rooney Rule' from 
the American National Football League - 
requiring teams to interview ethnic minor¬ 
ity candidates for head coach and senior 
football operation jobs, which has led to a 
rise in appointments - would not be feasi¬ 
ble. 

However, following a six-month 
process of engagement with the likes of 
the Football Association, Premier League, 
Professional Footballers' Association and 
the League Managers' Association, as 
well as anti-discrimination campaign Kick 
it Out and the NFL, Clarke put the BAME 
proposals to The Football League 
Owners' and Executives' Conference 
2015 in Portugal - and they received full 
support. 

A period of dialogue will now follow 
with clubs and stakeholders, ahead of a 


| 



CHRIS HUGHTON 


proposed formal vote at the 2016 Annual 
General Meeting and potential implemen¬ 
tation in 2016/17. 

The recommendations include making 
it compulsory for clubs to interview at 
least one BAME candidate, where an 
application has been received, for all 
youth development roles requiring a mini¬ 
mum of a UEFA B coaching licence. 

A voluntary recruitment code, initially 
piloted by five to 10 clubs, should be 
adopted for first team football, except "in 
the specific instance of an individual 
being recruited from another club on 
terms agreed between the two parties". 

Other proposals include creation of a 
'ready-list' of identified current BAME 
coaches and players "with the potential 
and aspiration to coach in professional 
football" while also improving networking 
opportunities. 

Clarke explained: “I think the Rooney 
Rule is a wonderful thing, but it has to be 
modified for the Football League, 
because the NFL has no promotion and 
relegation, and when they are going to 
change a manager, they do it at the end 
of the season. 

“At the moment, we are fishing in a 
pool of predominantly white managers, 
what we want to do is find a way the 
clubs can look beyond the obvious talent 
and give people from the BAME commu¬ 
nity a chance to enter that pool. 

“It is about board members and chief 
executives, managers, coaches in acade¬ 
mies hopefully over time seeing football 
more closely reflecting the make-up of 
our multi-cultural society.” 
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St Mary’s voted second best by fans 


SAINTS’ St Mary’s has been 
voted the second best “away 
fan experience” in a survey 
conducted by the Football 
Supporters’ Federation. 

In the survey, completed by 
3,966 fans nationwide, St 
Mary’s rated 7.23 out of ten - 
second only to Hull City’s KC 
stadium, who rated 7.79. 

In the Championship stand¬ 
ings, title-winners 

Bournemouth finished 12, 
scoring 6.63, with relegated 
Wigan topping the pile with 


7.83. 

The Latics also topped the 
combined 
Premiership/Championship 
table, with QPR propping-up 
the table once again. Saints fin¬ 
ished a respectable eighth with 
Bournemouth 21st. 

Premier League 


Hull City.7.79 

Southampton .7.23 

Stoke City.6.94 

Sunderland.6.93 

Leicester City.6.84 


Arsenal .6.84 

Swansea City .6.72 

Newcastle.6.68 

WBA .6.63 

Man City .6.53 

Spurs .6.11 

Everton.5.80 

Burnley.5.76 

Aston Villa.5.69 

West Ham .5.58 

Chelsea .5.52 

ManUtd .5.40 

Liverpool.5.32 

Crystal Palace.4.94 

QPR .3.58 


Premier League av ... 6.03 
Championship 

Wigan Athletic.7.83 

Derby County.7.82 

Brighton .7.69 

Rotherham Utd.7.55 

Cardiff.7.40 

Huddersfield.7.32 

Reading.7.23 

Fulham .6.86 

Watford.6.86 

Middlesbrough .6.74 

Charlton .6.65 


Bournemouth .6.63 

Blackburn .6.51 

Millwall .6.51 

Birmingham.6.48 

Notts Forest.6.35 

Brentford .6.32 

Bolton .6.31 

Ipswich .6.08 

Wolves .5.70 

Leeds Utd.5.28 

SheffWed.5.26 

Norwich .5.09 

Blackpool.5.00 

Championship av.6.56 


‘Meal start 1 in Philadelp hia 



USA-BOUND: Jeff Mostyn and Eddie Howe. 


MANAGER Eddie Howe has 
described as an “ideal start for 
us” the Cherries’ historic pre-sea- 
son friendly against Philadelphia 
Union. 

Bournemouth will embark on a nine- 
day training camp to America, culmi¬ 
nating in a warm-up game against the 
Major League Soccer outfit at their PPL 
Park headquarters on Tuesday, July 14. 

The trip will also see Howe’s squad 
use the state-of-the-art facilities at the 
NovaCare training complex in 
Pennsylvania, which is the training 
base for the Philadelphia Eagles. 

Chairman Jeff Mostyn has been 
instrumental in forging finks between 
the clubs with the Cherries due to fly to 
America a week after the players report 
back at the end of June. 

Howe said: “It is something we are 
looking forward to. 

“As file club has grown and with the 
success we have had in recent years so 
have our pre-season tours. 

“Jeff has a really good tie-up with 
Philadelphia and has some good con¬ 


tacts there. 

“This has been brought together by 
him and we are grateful to Philadelphia 
for all the help they have given us in 
allowing us to use their facilities. 

“The game will be special because 


making sure we get pre-season right is 
going to be so important. MLS is grow¬ 
ing all the time and is one of the biggest 
emerging leagues in world football. 

“I have no doubt about the test it will 
bring. Considering they are in mid-sea¬ 


son, it is going to be an ideal game for 
us.” 

Philadelphia Union are currently 
eighth in the Eastern Conference of 
MLS which was launched in 1996 fol¬ 
lowing the success of the World Cup in 
America two years previously. 

Bournemouth’s trip is due to coincide 
with Liverpool and England star Steven 
Gerrard making his debut for LA 
Galaxy in the International Champions 
Cup against Mexico’s Club America. 

“I cannot think of a more fitting loca¬ 
tion than Philadelphia, the birthplace of 
the United States of America, to play 
our first overseas match as a Barclays 
Premier League club,” chairman 
Mostyn said. 

“I sincerely hope that the fixture at 
PPL Park on July 14 will be the start of 
a long and successful relationship 
between our two clubs.” 

The Union squad includes United 
States star Maurice Edu, former 
Argentina under-20 international 
Cristian Maidana and Venezuelan for¬ 
ward Fernando Aristeguieta, who is on 
loan from Nantes. 


EMAIL YOUR SPORTS STORIES TO echosport@dailyecho.co.uk 
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IN WINNING promotion to the Premier 
League and earning his first interna¬ 
tional call-up, Harry Arter reckons he 
has done the easy bit. 

Now the real work starts for Cherries’ newly- 
crowned supporters’ player of the year. 

Just five years ago, Arter was preparing to set 
out on a journey which would have made a sto¬ 
ryline for Boy’s Own. 

Plucked from non-league Woking by Eddie 
Howe in 2010, Arter endured a frustrating debut 
season at Dean Court and was farmed out on 
loan to Carlisle by Lee Bradbury. 

Dropped by Paul Groves towards the end of 
his disastrous tenure, Arter’s career was 
revived following the return of Howe in 
October 2012. 

A star performer as Cherries clinched a place 
at the top table, the 25-year-old, who was named 
PFA fans’ player of the year in the 
Championship, also gained deserved interna¬ 
tional recognition when he was drafted into the 
Republic of Ireland squad. 

An unused substitute during their Euro 2016 
qualifier against Poland in March, Arter will be 
hoping to feature when the Boys in Green host 
England in a friendly in Dublin on Sunday. 

Speaking from the Republic’s training base in 
Malahide, Arter said: “It’s all well and good 
having been promoted and called up but the 
next challenges are going to be the hardest 
ones. 

“I haven’t made an appearance in the Premier 
League or won a full cap for the Republic of 
Ireland. 

“Those are my aims and I am under no illu¬ 
sions that I need to prove myself at the top level 
for both club and country. 

“If selected, I will need to take my chance in 
the Premier League and on the international 
stage. I wouldn’t say it feels any different being 
with Ireland now I am playing for a club in the 
Premier League. 

“You would imagine a player who is excelling 
in the top division would get more opportuni¬ 
ties than someone who is doing well in the 


Championship. Ultimately though, if you get 
the chance and don’t take it, the players behind 
you will take the shirt off you.’’ 

Sidcup-bom Arter, who netted eight goals in 
43 Championship appearances last season, 
qualifies for the Republic through hi 
grandparents and has been capped 
at every level between 
under-15 and 
under-19. 

As a young- 


Republic ahead of England and says he has 
never had any second thoughts. 

“I jumped at the chance to represent Ireland,” 
said the 25-year-old. 

“Playing international football was some¬ 
thing I had always wanted to achieve in my 
career. 

“It happened for the Republic before England 
and I have always considered them to be my 
playing country, albeit that I’ve never been in a 
position to play for England at senior level. 

“I went on a training camp with England 
when I was 14. They didn’t have any games and 
were looking to pick a squad for the following 
year. Before the games came up, Ireland called 
me into their under-15s and I have never looked 
back. 

“I’ve got a lot of family in Ireland and we used 
to spend our summers on holiday in Sligo. 
When I was a kid in front of the telly, I would 
cheer for both countries. 

“I remember Ireland doing well in the World 
Cup and I supported them as much as England. 

“As much as I probably looked at England as 
more my country when I was growing up, as 
time has gone on and the more I have played for 
Ireland, I have become passionate about the 
country and want to do well with them. 

“The thought of winning my first cap is the 
only thing on my mind and, hopefully, it will 
come on Sunday. 

It would be special and something to remem¬ 
ber.” 


EDDIE Howe has lavished praise on central 
defenders Tommy Elphick and Steve Cook 
- and admits they would have kept him out 
of the current Cherries team. 

Howe, one of Cherries’ all-time leading 
appearance-makers and a two-time winner 
of the supporters’ player-of-the-year 
award, was forced to hang up his boots in 
June 2007. 

But before reluctantly calling it a day due 
to a persistent knee injury aged 29, he had 
enjoyed a fruitful playing career and won 
two caps for England under-21s. 

Predominantly a central defender, Howe 
was also utilised at full-back and in midfield 
during his 270 games for Cherries and 
made one brief substitute appearance as 


Ed praise 
for pair 

an emergency striker. 

Asked whether he felt he could have 
forced his way into the current team, Howe 
said: “At my physical peak, which was 
when I was 19 or 20,1 think I may have had 
the ability to be around the squad. 

“My body deteriorated with injuries as did 
my performances. It was a shame to miss 
out on the best years of my playing career. 

“Reviewing the season just finished, I 
have to say our two centre halves were 


absolutely terrific. 

“Along with several other players, they 
took their respective games to a new level 
and my wish for them is to keep improving 
because there should be no limits. 

“Tommy and Cookie formed a really 
good partnership at a very high level and 
saw off some very good centre-forwards. 
They were a key component to the team’s 
success last season.” 

Elphick and Cook, right, were the only 
two players to start every league game as 
Cherries clinched the Championship title in 
their second season in the second flight. 

Skipper Elphick played all but 27 minutes 
after being substituted during the 4-0 home 
win over Blackpool. 



CONTACT THE ECHO SPORTS DESK ON 02380 424515 


Deals to 
shape a 
summer 

THE transfer window does not offi¬ 
cially open for another month but 
here the Sports Pink looks at some 
of the deals which could shape the 
summer. 

PAUL POGBA (Juventus to 
Manchester City) 

The former Manchester United 
trainee is currently Europe's number 
one hot property and, as a result, 
comes with a price tag to match. Only 
the likes of City, and possibly a cou¬ 
ple of others, are able to meet the 
reported £60million asking price. 

DAVID DE GEA (Manchester 
United to Real Madrid) 

The Spain goalkeeper is entering 
the final year of his contract and has 
long been linked with a return to the 
city of his birth as he is seen as the 
rightful heir to Iker Casillas and it is 
likely to be the only club he would 
leave Old Trafford for. 



DAVIDE DE GEA 


RADAMEL FALCAO (Monaco to 
Chelsea) 

Despite a dismal and expensive 
loan spell at United, the Colombia 
international is still highly regarded in 
many quarters and Chelsea are in 
need of reinforcements up front fol¬ 
lowing the departure of Didier Drogba. 

ANGEL Dl MARIA (Manchester 
United to Bayern Munich) 

The Argentina international had a 
mixed first season at Old Trafford, 
embarking on a downward spiral in 
the second half of the campaign amid 
growing rumours of his unhappiness 
in England. Bayern are looking for 
long-term replacements for Franck 
Ribery and Arjen Robben. 

CHRISTIAN BENTEKE (Aston Villa 
to Liverpool) 

The Belgium striker has a reported 
£32.5million buy-out clause, which 
would put Liverpool in Andy Carroll 
territory again. The Reds need a con¬ 
sistent threat up front but would have 
to blow much of their budget on the 
24-year-old. 

MATS HUMMELS (Borussia 
Dortmund to Manchester United) 

Another long-established United link 
which refuses to go away. Louis van 
Gaal's defence needs a revamp and 
the Germany international would be 
the prime contender around which to 
build a back four. 
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Home Choose Caipets 
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Over 20 Years Experience 
100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from, 
In the comfort of your own Home 


• FREE FITTING • FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

• FREE UPLIFT & DISPOSAL OF OLD CARPETS 


We move your Furniture FREE of charge 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

for immediate attention 



Extra-Wide Fitting 
Footwear Specialist 

Josef Seibel 4*. MdefSft 

"nH* EurOjMflCfitfflfoit Shoe 1 tpr- QSKKJ Ifnuk" M p 

Van Dal 


STEPHAN SHOES 

Sandpiper fitting centre Tel: 02380 554437 
184 Portswood RD, Southampton S017 2NJ 


£5 off - with this Voucher (until end of June 2015) 


UUide range of carpets Si rugs In STOCK 

Over 100 Remnants in Store. 

Vynils in stock. 

QURUTV AT LOW PRICE S 
POP IN RND SEE OUR VAST 
RANGE AT AMAZING PRICES 

By Dock Gate 20 entrance 




• Stainfree & 
Carefree Carpets. 

• BN Rccessories 
In Stock. 

• Free estimates 
S • Fitting & 

Delivery available 


OPEN-7 DAYS A UUEEK 


023 8078 4660 PAD PITT 

UNIT 6, Southampton Trade Pork V^JLJLJL\J. JLj X 



UNIT 6, Southampton Trade Park 
Third Avenue, Millbrook, 
Southampton SOI 5 OAD 


RANGE LIMITED! 


mujuj.carpetrange.co.uk 




OWTON’S 


IrwMowl fmih 

J-r Ia/IiTs 


:k Three 


Coliseum 

COACHES 


Quality coach 
trips have arrived. 


GREAT DAYS OUT 


14 JUN Bruges via Eurotunnel 
16 JUN Kew Gardens (Coach Fare Only) 

\ 17 JUN Hever Castle 
0 21 JUN Mystery Tour 
I 01 JUL Bournemouth and Poole 
V 07 JUL Windsor Catise & Bekonscot Model Village 
™ 21 JUL Chartwell 


£40.00 


£ 20.00 


£33.00 


£ 20.00 


£20.00 


£48.00 


£31.00 


quote SD0606 to request your 
brochure Dack. 


£* Want to know more? 

Call today on 023 8047 2377 and 


6AUA6HER MOBILITY AI0SLT0 


Independence Building, Belgrave Road, Southampton SO 17 3ES 
tel: 023 8055 7777 

or Unit 4, The Industrial Business Centre, Grange Road, Christchurch 
tel: 01425 270666 

Finance arranged subject to status 


Uall JNUW 


EXTENSIVE RANGE OF 
WHEELCHAIRS AND 3 & 4 WHEELED WALKERS 


Southampton 023 8055 7777 

www.disabledaids.org.uk 


Barbecue 
Busters are 
Back at 
Chalcroft 
IFarm 


BBQ Pack one ^ 

• 2kg Spicy chicken wings 

• 1.36kg chicken drumsticks & thighs 

• 1.5kg Chinese pork ribs 

• 2.2kg pork sausages 
FREE 24 x 4oz steak burgers! 

Only £29.99 
BBQ Pack two 

• 1kg Sirloin steaks 

• 1.36 chickens drumsticks & Thighs 

• 1.5kg Chinese pork ribs 

• 2.2kg pork sausages 
FREE 24 x 4oz steak burgers! 


Burnetts Lane, West End, 
Southampton. SO30 2HU. 

www.owtons.com 

shop@owtons.co.uk 


• 2.2kg pork sausages 

• 1kg sirloin steaks 

• 1.5kg Chinese pork ribs 

• 2kg chicken drumsticks & Thighs 
■ 1 kg Minted lamb chops 

• 2kg spicy chicken wings 
FREE 48 x 4oz steaks burgers 

Amazing value at £59.99 


‘Caring for you’ 

Lift and 
reclining 
chairs 
From £495 


ORDER NOW! 

Tel: 023 8060 1154 


BOUGHT AND SOLD 

• HIRE FACILITIES 

• FULL MAINTENANCE 

• BATH LIFTS 


#chalcroftfarm 



Contact us today! 


Derated by Places for People Management on behalf of Eastleigh Borough Council. 


FLEMING PARK LEISURE CENTRE 

Passfield Avenue, Eastleigh, Hampshire, SO50 9NL 

02380 684819 

www.flemingparkleisurecentre.co.uk 


^people 
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T-LINE 590, 

4 Berths, 

4 Belted Seats, 
Elevating Bed. 


T-LINE 740, 
New for 2015! 

5 Berths, 

5 Belted Seats, 
En-Suite 
Rear Double. 


Now £169! 


(S) 0800 1223334 

www.aworldoffurniture.co.uk 


SOLID OAK, PINE & PAINTED 
FURNITURE SPECIALISTS 

HUGE STOCKS 

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 

QUALITY PRODUCTS 
FANTASTIC SERVICE 


BLANDFORD □T'l 1 7TA 

(Holland Way) 

POOLE BH17 0UF 

(nr ToysRus) 

SALISBURY 

(nr Tesco/behind Halfords) 

SOUTHAMPTON 

(opp Peter Green, Chandlers Ford) 


- 1 F=J 


Walden Oak 
Comer TV Unit 

was £4M 


Walden Oak 
Nest of Tables 

was £440" 


. IS YOUR EASY CHAIR 

«e* REALLY THAT EASY? 


Do you find it difficult to get in and out of your chair? 

We provide the very latest in Rise & Recline chairs made to measure in your 
choice of fabric or leather Our range includes the brand new 'Hampton' with 
reading light and fold-away table to make things easier for you. High Seat chairs 
are also available to suit your needs. 


For a Personal home visit please call 

02380 555888 

Many more models in our showroom 

502 Portswood Road, Southampton SOI7 3SP 

www.deeceeupholstery.co.uk 


Re-upholstery Specialists 

... row Coafm is ow Buuafss 




Get Set for buy a brand new 

MOTOR HOME 
FROM SOLENT! 


a Get Set for 

Summer 


AUTO ROLLER 695 
New for 2015! 

4 Berths, 

4 Belted Seats, 
Island Bed. 


T-LINE 590: Winner of the 
CARAVAN CLUB DESIGN AWARD 2015!' 


AUTO ROLLER 746 
6 Berth, 
Spacious 


6ft Lounge 


A World tf Furniture 

SOLID WOOD SUPERSTORES 


TABLE/CHAIR & BED/ 
MATTRESS SALE SETS 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


1 Q% 


TABLE/CHAIR S. BED/ 
MATTRESS SALE SETS 


Walden Oak 
3 Drawer Bedside 

was £77 



>S A STORM BREWING AT ELLIOTTS 


THERE 


yellow 

STORM 


pm***’ at our special event WIN ME Jjy 




elliotts.uk 

r\ Elliotts 


help you build 
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LIKE many cricket fans reading 
this, no doubt, I was brought up 
with the likes of Viv Richards and 
Gordon Greenidge. 

Their glittering talents lit up the 
wonderful West Indies teams of the 
mid to late 1970s and 1980s, writes 
SIMON CARTER. 

How lucky I was, to be a young 
Somerset fan at the time. 

Not only did we have the world’s 
greatest all-rounder - Ian Botham - in 
his prime, but we had Richards as 
well. 

And we had Joel Garner, the 
world’s best one-day bowler 
at the time. 

What a t20 team we 
would have boasted, had 
the format existed back 
then! 

Down here, on the south 
coast, Hampshire support¬ 
ers were equally blessed. 

And blessed is a good word 
to use. 

We had Richards and Garner, two 
members of one of the greatest cricket 
teams in world history. 

Hampshire had two as well, first 
Greenidge and Andy Roberts and then 
Malcolm Marshall and Greenidge, 
above. 

As a young lad growing up, I never 
really understood why ever other 
county only had one overseas player 
while ourselves and Hampshire had 
two. 

But, to be honest, I didn’t care. I did¬ 
n’t care then and I still don’t. 

All I cared about was taking the 
train from Exeter to Taunton and 
watching Richards, Botham and 
Garner. 

Anyone who knows anything about 
county cricket knows Taunton is a 
batsman’s paradise. 

Always has been, and probably 
always will be. 

The ground witnessed some tremen¬ 
dous innings from Richards and 
Botham. 

I remember Botham once smashing 
Wayne Daniel for two sixes off the last 
three balls of a Sunday League game 
in the mid 1980s to give Somerset an 
improbable win against Middlesex. 

We always hoped both our master 
blasters would come off on the same 
day, yet only did they. 

That was in August 1981 - the year of 
Botham’s Ashes - at Taunton when 
Hampshire reduced us to 55-4 in a 
Sunday League game. 

I In strode ITB at number six, and 
promptly added 179 in next to no time 
with IVA. 

Viv was out for 93 and Botham hit 
106, his first ever one-day century 
for club or country. 

We rattled up 286-7 off only 38 
overs, and back then that was a big 
score. 

Back then, sixes weren’t exactly a 
rarity but they weren’t too common 
either. \ 

All that has changed. 

I remembered the days of Botham 
and Richards, brilliant as they were, 
as I read about Chris Gayle’s murder- 




MASTER 
BLASTER: 
Chris Gayle. 


ous assault on Kent’s 
bowlers at Taunton last 
weekend. 

On his home debut for the 
county, he smacked an 
unbeaten 151 off only 66 
deliveries with 15 sixes and 
ten fours. 

It was a brutal display by 
the biggest box office name 
in world cricket. 

And it was in a losing cause 
as well. Typically, for this is 
Somerset we are talking 
about, we still lost the game 
by three runs. 

So it was back in 2006 when 
Cameron White blasted an 
unbeaten 141 in a t20 game 
for Somerset against 
Worcestershire. 

At the time it was the high¬ 
est ever t20 innings, and was 
lost that game at New Road 
too. 

Where does Gayle belong 
in the history books? 

Does he deserve to be 
talked about in the same 
breath as the legendary 
Richards, or Brian Lara? 

Or Greenidge, or Clive 
Lloyd for that matter? 

Is he worth a place in the 
pantheon of cricketing 
immortals? 

History certainly won’t 
remember Chris Gayle in the 
way it remembers Richards 
and Greenidge. 

Because top level sport 
remembers its winners more 
than its losers. In that way, 
it’s the same as any other 
sport. 

When people talk about the 
greatest footballer of all 
time, Pele regularly tops the 
lists. He won three World 
Cups. 

Diego 
Maradona is 
generally list¬ 
ed above the 
genius of 
Lionel Messi 
or Cristiano 
Ronaldo. 

The main 
reason why? 
Maradona 
almost single hand- 
edly won his country a 
World Cup. 

Messi and Ronaldo can’t 
say that. They have starred 
at club level, but their tal¬ 
ents have not inspired their 
countries to major interna¬ 
tional success on a world 
stage. 

Same with Gayle. 

Richards and Greenidge, as 
I have said, were part of one 
of the greatest teams in 
world cricket history. 

They also helped the 
Windies win the World Cup 
in 1975 and 1979. 

In short, they were serial 


winners. 

Gayle has had the misfor¬ 
tune to be part of a West 
Indies side generally a pale 
shadow of their 70s and 80s 
superstars. 

He can hit a cricket ball a 
heck of a long way, but that 
is not enough. 

Though he averages over 
40 in Test cricket - a starting 
point for potential greatness 
at the highest level - he is 
not a iconic figure in an icon¬ 
ic side. 

Not like Richards or 
Greenidge were. 

The 35-year-old averages 
over 43 in t20 cricket, a 
superb achievement. 

In one-day internationals, 
he is second only to Lara in 
the West Indies batting lists. 

He has outscored Richards 
and Greenidge, by some dis¬ 
tance, but he has played 
many more matches than 
those two. 

His ODI batting average is 
also significantly lower than 
both the aforementioned 
Caribbean legends. 

Still, Gayle has made a for¬ 
midable impact on a sport, 
perhaps an indelible one. 

While he has been unlucky 
not to have been part of a 
world class West Indies 
team, he has been lucky that 
his best years have co-incid- 
ed with a worldwide t20 
explosion. 

There are t20 leagues 
springing up all over the 
place now, and every team in 
every part of the globe 
should want Chris Gayle 
walking out to open their 
innings. 

He has blitzed t20 centuries 
in England, in the 
Caribbean, in India, in 
Australia, in Africa, in Asia. 

Gayle possesses an ability 
rare amongst cricketers in a 
one-day game. 

He can empty a bar just by 
walking to the crease. 

That is a rum gift, if you 
will pardon the pun. 

Botham and Richards pos¬ 
sessed it. Whenever they 
were batting at Taunton, the 
bars were empty. 

We were all pregnant with 
expectation at the ball sail¬ 
ing over our heads. 

It never sailed as regularly 
as it did last Sunday when 
Gayle started his one-man 
demolition job on Kent’s 
bowlers. 

I would love to have been 
there. 

But not as much as I would 
have loved to have seen a 
Somerset side containing 
Richards, above left, and 
Botham playing t20 cricket 
in the 70s and 80s 


i 
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ENGLAND CRICKET SPOTUGHT 


HAMPSHIRE FIXTURES 2015 
APRIL 
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RUN DROUGHT: Ian Bell. 


ENGLAND’S defeat to New 
Zealand in the second Investec 
Test highlighted several worry¬ 
ing flaws in the camp ahead of 
the forthcoming Ashes series. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at the 
issues which new 
coach Trevor Bayliss 
needs to address to 
give England a 
fighting chance 
against Australia. 


Ian Bell’s form 

Any batsman can lose 
form, but Bell's current 
slide is particularly 
alarming. 

It's not just the fact 
that he averages less 
than seven from his 
last eight Test innings, 
it's the way he's play¬ 
ing and, in particular, 
the way he's getting 
out. 

His second-innings 
dismissal at 

Headingley - playing 
the ball straight into 
the hands of a fielder 
who'd only just been 
put there - smacked 
of a man whose head 
was completely 
scrambled. 

At 33, there are 
those who believe 
the decline could be 
terminal. Somebody 
has a big call to make 
ahead of the Ashes. 

The spinner 


If Moeen Ali really is 
the best spin option ^ 
available to England - ^ 
and this is a matter for debate - 
Bayliss needs to convince him he 
really is a front-line bowler. 

Paul Farbrace appears to have 
done wonders for Ben Stokes' psy¬ 
chology by moving him up the 
order, and making him play like a 
middle-order batsman. 

Sadly, the corresponding shuffle 
downwards doesn't seem to have 
made Moeen think he's a bowler. 

If Bayliss is not convinced then 
it's time to explore England's noto¬ 
riously shallow pools of spin talent. 

Could Bayliss be the man to final¬ 
ly give Adil Rashid his chance? 

Bowling at tail-enders 

England's inability to bowl at tail- 
enders has been a worry for a long 
time. 

But it's never been more obvious 
than on the second morning at 
Headingley, when the most ineffec¬ 
tive barrage of short balls in recent 
memory helped New Zealand's 
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lower-order batsmen take the 
game away from England. 

Coming first thing in the morn¬ 
ing it was clearly a team plan, so 
the blame spreads beyond just the 
bowlers themselves, but the fact 
none of them could grasp that it 
wasn't working was a real 
worry. 

In the second innings it 
was even worse - and 
nobody seemed to have 
the nous to try a slower 
ball or a yorker. 

It doesn't look great 
. for the hosts when 

- \ the tourists under- 

stand the condi¬ 
tions better than 
they do. 


Stop the 
collapses 


England’s bowling 
inefficiencies ruled out 
any chance of winning the 
game at Headingley, but it 
was two batting collapses 
that lost it. 

In the first they fell from 
215 for one to 267 for eight 
before some late-order 
swinging got them up to 
parity. 

In the second they lost 
Adam Lyth, Gary Ballance, 
Ian Bell and Joe Root in the 
space of 15 runs on the final 
morning - a sequence which 
ripped the heart out of any 
potential rearguard. 

Collapsing just seems to be in 
the English blood somehow - it 
cost them the final Test against 
the West Indies recently, and 
has been a recurring feature of 
their play for years. 

Perhaps it needs some 
Australian steel in the dressing 
room to help stop the rot setting 


The slip cordon 

England's slip catching in this 
series has been woeful. 

There are worries about whether 
England are getting the right field¬ 
ers in the right positions. 

Lyth and Chris Jordan have both 
had strong cases to be in the cor¬ 
don in the last few Test matches, 
while Bell - whose poor form has 
extended beyond his batting and 
into his catching - has been guilty 
of failing to go for clear chances on 
more than one occasion. 

Bayliss is said to put great impor¬ 
tance on fielding and surely won't 
recognise any claim to a position 
based purely on seniority. 

Expect to see Lyth in the cor¬ 
don pretty sharpish - but expect 
to see him or anyone else disap¬ 
pear from it pretty sharpish if 
they're not justifying their posi¬ 
tion. 


FOLLOW LOCAL SPORT ONLINE AT daiIyecho.co.uk 


12-15 Sussex (h) Championship: Sussex 444 (D Briggs 4-74) & 164 (J 
Tomlinson 4-37, D Briggs 3-27), Hampshire 231 (S Ervine 66no, C Wood 48) & 
285 (M Carberry 79). Hampshire lost by 79 runs. 

19-22 Warwickshire (a) Championship. Hampshire 319 (A Wheater 74, J 
Adams 53) & 339 (S Ervine 102, M Carberry 81), Warwicks 280 (J Tomlinson 3- 
53) & 244-5. Match drawn. 

26-29 Nottinghamshire (h) Championship. Notts 371 (G Berg 3-88, A Adams 

3- 93) & 296-4, Hampshire 276 (J Adams 61) & 29-0. Match drawn. 

MAY 

10-13 Yorkshire (Headingley) Championship: Yorkshire 370 (J Tomlinson 4-86) 
& 304-4, Hampshire 227 (M Carberry 97) & 143 (W Smith 64no). Hampshire lost 
by 305 runs. 

15 Essex (h) T20: Hampshire 173-4 (J Adams 55no), Essex 156 (Yasiir Arafat 3- 
27). Hampshire won by 17 runs. 

17-20 Middlesex (h) Championship: Hampshire 413 (W Smith 93, M Carberry 
67, J Adams 61, G Berg 50) & 185-5 (M Carberry 57), Middlesex 382 (F Edwards 

4- 100). 

22 Kent (h). T20: Hampshire 172-6 (J Vince 66), Kent 178-5. Hampshire lost by 
five wickets 


29 Glamorgan (Swalec). T20: Hampshire 148-8 (S Ervine 49), Glamorgan 127 (C 
Wood 4-16). Hampshire won by 21 runs. 

31-3 Worcestershire (h) Championship: Hampshire 222 (J Adams 48) & 245-6 
(W Smith 64no, A Wheather 52, J Adams 47), Worcestershire 403-5. Drawn. 


JUNE 

4 Middlesex (h) .T20 

5 Somerset (Taunton) .T20 

7-10 Sussex (Hove) .CC 

12 Kent (Canterbury) .T20-f 

18 Middlesex (Lord’s) .T20 - f 

19 Sussex (h).T20 - f 

21 Somerset (h) .CC 

26 Essex (Chelmsford) .T20 - f 

28-1 Middlesex (Lord’s) .CC 

JULY 

3 Glamorgan (h) .T20 - f 

6- 9 Worcestershire (New Road) .CC 

10 Surrey (h) .T20-f 

14 Gloucestershire (Cheltenham) .T20 

17 Sussex (Hove) .T20 - f 

19-22 Durham (h) .CC 

23 Somerset (h) .T20 - f 

27 Sussex (h) .50L-f 

30 Kent (Canterbury) .50L - f 

AUGUST 

1 Middlesex (h) .50L 

2 Glamorgan (Swalec) .50L 

4 Essex (h) .50L-f 

5 Warwickshire (Edgbaston) .50L - f 

7- 10 Warwickshire (h) .CC 

17 Lancashire (h) .50L - f 

19 Nottinghamshire (Trent Bridge) .50L - f 


SEPTEMBER 


1-4 Durham (Riverside) .LVCC 

9-12 Somerset (Taunton) .CC 

14-17 Yorkshire (h) .CC 

22-25 Nottinghamshire (Trent Bridge) .CC 


Key LVCC: LV County Championship T20: Twenty20 50L: Royal London One-Day Cup f: floodlit 
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Magna Carta 

800 th Anniversary Celebrations 
Friday 12-Monday 15 June 2015 

Friday 12 June, 19.30 




"To No one': An interactive experience in 
Salisbury Guidhall's Oak Court. Tickets £10 
from satisburycathedrat.org. uk/events 


Saturday 13 June, 19.00 


Gala Concert: Music by Elgar, Mozart, 
Pergolesi and O'Regan in the Cathedral. 
Tickets £5 - £50 from 01722 320333 

14:00 Pilgrimage from Old Sarum 
15:00 Liber-Tea Party in the Close with 
the Salisbury Concert Band - free 

Cathedral Open Day and Wiltshire Council 
Magna Carta Pageant with pyrotechnic 
finale in the Close-free. 


13.00 - 22.00 x 


www.salisburycathedral.org.uk/events 


heritag^\ 



LOTTERY FUNDED 


VISITWILTSHIRE 


WILTON 

rJoyal 


WILTON 

RjTYAL 



UNBEATABLE 

CARPET OFFERS 
WILTON ROYAL OUTLET 


WILTON ROYAL CHARTER DELUXE 50oz 80/20 WOOLTWIST 
NORMALLY £28.99m 2 N0W£18.99m 2 

WILTON ROYAL SUPER CHARTER 45oz 80/20 WOOLTWIST 
NORMALLY £24.99m 2 - NOW £13.99 m 2 

WILTON ROYAL ANNIVERSARY TWIST 32oz 80/20 WOOL TWIST 
NORMALLY £19.99m 2 - N0W£11.99m 2 

WILTON ROYAL WOODLANDS 42oz 80/20 WOOLTWIST 
NORMALLY £26.99m 2 N0W£14.99m 2 

WILTON ROYAL CHARTER SUPREME GOLD 60oz 80/20 
WOOL TWIST NORMALLY £ 31.99 m 2 - NOW £23.99 m 2 

WILTON ROYAL ENTERPRISE 30oz 80/20 
NORMALLY £19.99 m 2 - N0W£9.99m 2 

OVER 400 REMNANTS MANY UP TO 50% OFF 

GREAT RANGE OF COMPETITIVELY PRICED BEDS 


DISCOUNTWAREHOUSE, RINGWOOD ROAD 
WOODLANDS, SOUTHAMPTON, S040 7GY 

02380 873459 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

www.discountwarehousetotton.co.uk 


Discount Warehouse (Totton) Ltd. 

Our customers come back again and again! 


Bath. Travel 


Hedge End: 01489 222072 
Hythe: 023 8008 9115 
Totton: 023 8008 9116 

bathtravel.co.uk 

PART OF THE UK’S LARGEST I ^toARTA 
INDEPENDENT TRAVEL AGENT | wMD IM ^ 

Terms and conditions apply. Ask instore for full details. 


COMPETITION 


CASH PRIZE 
EVERY WEEK 

Runner-up will win at least £1,000 

Daily Echo 
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, Prices shown are white finish PVCu and include full installation and VAT. 


choice 


wa Yale Security wa Checkatrade and wa Competitive Finance n 10 Year Insurance wa First Class Customer 

^ Hardware Available “ TrustMark Approved ^ Rates Available" ^ Backed Warranty ^Service 


Often copied, never surpassed! 


Stunning PVCu 
Bi-folding doors 


FROM ONLY 


1800mm x 2100mm 


We are so CONFIDENT in our 
high security windows and 
doors, we will pay 

£1000 

towards replacing them 
if you are broken into! 


Buy three or more 
windows and get a 


Prices 
INC VAT 

Any 3 

Windows 

Any 5 

Windows 

Any 7 

Windows 

Any 9 

Windows 

Any ii 

Windows 

Any 13 

Windows 

Any 15 

Windows 


Triple 

liyGlazed 

£1890 

£3158 

£4422 

£5688 

£6952 

£8217 

£9482 


Double 
VmW Glazed 

£1645 

£2745 

£3845 

£4945 

£6045 

£7145 

£8245 


FREE 

UPGRADE 

TO TRIPLE 
GLAZING 

OFFER ENDS 
SATURDAY30TH MAY 


ANY SIZE, white PVCu Patio 


Dont just take 
our word for it! 

over 1700 satisfied 
customers can’t be wrong 


Front & Back Composite Doors 


Including 

integral 


miesrai 
blind in 
backdoor 


Any size, any colour 
composite front door 


Composite Front Door 
with a PVCu back door 


Max 1900 wide x 2100 High 


>iac, wniie rvcu rdiiu r44Ar 

doors or French doors 


Proud members of 

Checkatrade.com 

Where reputation matters 


9*7«10 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS AT MARKET ROAD, CHICHESTER & FORT FAREHAM, NEWGATE LANE 

0?o e n e eO8OO 73l 876l www.idealwindowsolutions.co.uk 


FENSA 


Checkatrade.com 

Where reputation mrtten 




09 SEE Odg' 

V BSEN795 ° fOUNDINCM 


1.2m. Window offer is for our casement range only. Terms and conditions apply please ask for written details. A Finance is available on orders over £1300. F 


& S1E13 Unity Building, Fort Fareham 
I iinnin l Si£l Newgate Lane, POI4 1 AH 

se ask for details. Each section of a bay window counts as one window. Maximum window size 2.5m x 
® available subject to status. Images used for illustration purposes only. IWS reserve the right to withdraw this offer at any time. 
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Sussex v Hampshire cricket nostalgia ... 

Jimmy aiming to 
end poor Hove run 


FIFA 

timeline 


FIFA whistleblower Chuck Blazer has 
claimed he and others took bribes for 
South Africa to host the 2010 World Cup, 
in a testimony published by the United 
States Department of Justice. 

Here, the Sports Pink reviews the scan¬ 
dal which has engulfed world football's 
governing body in recent years. 

December 2010 - Russia is awarded the 
2018 World Cup and Qatar gets the 2022 
hosting rights, days after the BBC broad¬ 
casts a Panorama expose of FIFA. 

February 2011 - FIFA's ethics committee 
upheld three-year and one-year bans 
imposed respectively upon executive 
committee members Amos Adamu and 
Reynald Temarii for breaches of FIFA's 
code of ethics following a Sunday Times 
investigation into wrongdoing during the 
World Cup 2018 and 2022 bidding cam¬ 
paigns. 

May 2011 - FIFA suspends presidential 
candidate Mohamed Bin Hammam and 
vice-president Jack Warner pending an 
investigation into claims they offered 
financial incentives to members of the 
Caribbean Football Union. It drops a com- 



JACK WARNER 


plaint against Blatter. The Qatar 2022 
team deny any wrongdoing with their 
winning bid, saying their name has been 
"dragged through the mud for no reason". 

June 2011 - Bin Hammam is found 
guilty of bribery and banned from all 
international and national football activity 
for life. Warner escapes investigation after 
resigning from his position. 


HAMPSHIRE are bidding to end 
a long win drought at south 
coast rivals Sussex. 

Jimmy Adams’ men, rooted to the 
foot of the Championship’s top 
flight ta ble, make the short jour¬ 
ney to Sussex for a Championship 
game starting on Sunday. 

Hampshire have not managed a 
first class victory at Hove since 
1998, and in fact have only claimed 
a handul of victories at the venue 
stretching back to the early 1970s. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks back 
at those few successes. 

1972 

Gordon Greenidge produced a 
masterclass of batting to set up 
Hampshire’s victory. 

The West Indian legend lashed 142 
out of a first innings total of only 
289 - the next highest being Bob 
Stephenson’s 38 at number eight. 

Bob Herman took four wickets as 
Hampshire established a first 
innings lead of 89. 

Greenidge, Richard Lewis and 
skipper Richard Gilliat all plun¬ 
dered half centuries as the visitors 
raced to 224-2 declared second time 
around. 

Peter Sainsbury was Hampshire’s 
main wicket-taker with 4-32 as 
Sussex collapsed to 157 all out to 
lose by 156 runs. 

Future England captain Tony 
Greig was the only man to provide 
any worthwhile resistance with an 
unbeaten 88. The next best score 
after that was 21. 

1975 

Hampshire only had to wait three 



ANDY ROBERTS: Impressed 
in win at Hove in 1978. 


more years for another victory at 
Hove. 

This time David Turner and 
Barry Richards were the first 
innings batting heroes as the visi¬ 
tors romped to an innings success 
along the south coast. 

Turner (150no) and Richards (126) 
put on 152 for the second wicket 
after Gordon Greenidge had fallen 
cheaply. 

With the tail wagging, Hampshire 
were able to declare on a formida¬ 
ble 401-5. 

Sussex opener Morley was forced 
to retire hurt early on in reply, and 
in fact took no further part in the 
game. 

Andy Robetrs and Mike Taylor 



GILES WHITE: 95 not out 

when Hampshire won in 1998 

took two wickets each as the hosts 
were dismissed for 153, Cheatle 
absent hurt. 

In addition to Morley and Cheatle, 
Spencer was also absent hurt when 
Sussex were bowled out even 
quicker after being asked to follow 
on. 

Taylor was the destroyer in chief 
with 6-26 as the visitors completed 
an innings and 135-run victory. 

1978 

Gordon Greenidge and Andy 
Roberts combined to send Sussex 
sliding to a humiliating innings 
defeat. 

Roberts claimed 5-20 of 10.3 hos¬ 


tile overs as the hosts were skittled 
for only 77 in their first innings. 

In reply, Greenidge made batting 
look easy as he bludgeoned his way 
to a double century. 

In the end, he made 211 while 
Trevor Jesty joined in the fun by 
hitting 125 not out in a third wicket 
stand worth 242. 

Hampshire were able to declare 
on 422-3, with a massive lead. 

Sussex’s bid to stave off the 
inevitable began badly when open¬ 
er John Barclay was dismissed by 
Keitj Stevenson for a duck. 

Stevenson, in his first season with 
Hampshire after joining from 
Leicestershire, went on to claim 6- 
73 as the hosts eventually made 204. 

Hampshire won by an innings and 
141 runs. 

1998 

Hampshire had to wait 20 years 
for their next Championship suc¬ 
cess at Hove. 

Nixon McLean and Alex Morris 
set up the victory by sharing six 
wickets in the first innings as 
Sussex were bowled out for 187. 

Australian batsman Michael 
Bevan top scored wtih 58. 

With John Stephenson making 84 
in reply, Hampshire enjoyed a first 
innings lead of 37. 

Helped by 60 extras, and Bevan 
again top scoring with 42, Sussex 
reached 245 in their second innings. 

That left Hampshire requiring 209 
for victory, and they duly stormed 
to a nine wicket triumph. 

Opener Giles White was left five 
short of his century, while Will 
Kendall was 49 not out as the pair 
added an unbroken 117 for the sec¬ 
ond wicket. 


July 2012 - FIFA commissions a report 
into allegations of corruption in world 
football which is led by former US attor¬ 
ney and newly-appointed head of FIFA'S 
ethics committee Michael Garcia. 

June 2014 - The Sunday Times reports it 
has received "hundreds of millions" of 
documents which it claims reveal tiiat 
disgraced former FIFA executive commit¬ 
tee member Bin Hammam had made pay¬ 
ments to football officials in return for 
votes for Qatar. 

September 2014 - Garcia completes his 
430-page report into corruption allega¬ 
tions and sends it to FIFA. 

November 2014 - Hans-Joachim Eckert, 
chairman of the adjudicatory chamber of 
FIFA's independent ethics committee, pub¬ 
lishes a 42-page summary of Garcia's 
investigation, effectively confirming 
Russia and Qatar as World Cup hosts after 
finding breaches by them were "of very 
limited scope". 

confined on facing page 


Sussex v Hampshire... the rare first class wins at Hove 


Sussex v Hampshire 
County Championship 1972 

County Ground, Hove on 19th, 21st, 22nd 
August 1972 (3-day match) 


Hampshire first innings 

BA Richards c Spencer b Snow.20 

CG Greenidge c Snow b Greig .142 

DR Turner b Snow.0 

RV Lewis c Griffith b Snow .0 

*RMC Gilliat c Joshi b Snow.0 

PJ Sainsbury c Griffith b Buss.22 

TE Jesty c Prideaux b Snow.17 

GR Stephenson c Greig b Joshi.38 

DR O'Sullivan c Prideaux b Greig _16 

RS Herman not out .18 

TJ Mottram c Parks b Snow.3 

Extras (5 lb, 8 nb) .13 

Total (all out, 92.3 overs) .289 


Fall of wickets: 1-40, 2-43, 3-50, 4-50, 5- 
107, 6-135, 7-239, 8-256, 9-275,10-289 
(92.3 ov) 

Bowling: Snow 21.3 6 82 6; Greig 19 3 68 
2; Spencer 19 2 47 0; Buss 11 4 25 1; 
Phillipson 11 3 26 0; Joshi 11 3 28 1 

Sussex first innings 

GA Greenidge run out.2 

PJ Graves c Stephenson b Herman ..16 


J Spencer c Stephenson b Herman_5 

RM Prideaux c and b O'Sullivan .80 

MA Buss c Sainsbury b Mottram.1 

AW Greig b Herman .6 

JM Parks Ibw b Herman.0 

*MG Griffith c Lewis b Jesty.56 

JA Snow c Herman b O'Sullivan .6 

UC Joshi not out .13 

CP Phillipson c Jesty b O'Sullivan _10 

Extras (1 lb, 2 nb, 2 w) .5 

Total (all out, 76 overs) .200 


Fall of wickets: 1-9, 2-25, 3-30, 4-37, 5- 
83, 6-83, 7-157, 8-175, 9-177,10-200 (76 
ov) 

Bowling: Herman 20 3 77 4; Mottram 11 3 
32 1; Jesty 21 4 40 1; O'Sullivan 16 8 31 3; 
Sainsbury 8 3 15 0 

Hampshire second innings 


BA Richards c Greig b Joshi .23 

CG Greenidge b Joshi .68 

RV Lewis not out.61 

*RMC Gilliat not out .63 

Extras (2 b, 6 lb, 1 nb) .9 


Total (2 wickets, declared, 64 overs) 224 
Fall of wickets: 1-63, 2-114 
Bowling: Snow 4 0 20 0; Greig 131 37 0; 
Spencer 11 0 53 0; Phillipson 17 3 53 0; 
Joshi 19 3 52 2 


Sussex second innings 

GA Greenidge b Herman .5 

PJ Graves c Stephenson b Mottram ..10 
RM Prideaux c Herman b Sainsbury . .21 

MA Buss b Jesty .19 

AW Greig not out.88 

JM Parks c Sainsbury b Jesty .0 

*MG Griffith b Jesty.4 

JA Snow b Sainsbury .1 

UC Joshi c Richards b Sainsbury .1 

J Spencer Ibw b Sainsbury .0 

CP Phillipson run out .1 

Extras (1 b, 2 lb, 2 nb, 2 w) .7 

Total (all out, 45.1 overs) .157 


Fall of wickets: 1 -13, 2-20, 3-61, 4-61,5- 
61, 6-65, 7-66, 8-74, 9-78,10-157 (45.1 
ov) 

Bowling; Herman 7 3181; Mottram 6 1 
26 1; Jesty 13 5 41 3; O'Sullivan 3.1 0 33 
0; Sainsbury 16 9 32 4 

Hampshire won by 156 runs 

Sussex v Hampshire 
County Championship 1975 

Venue County Ground, Hove on 28th, 29th 
May 1975 (3-day match) 

Hampshire first innings 


BA Richards c Morley b Cheatle .... 126 

CG Greenidge Ibw b Spencer .4 

DR Turner not out .150 

TE Jesty b Spencer.3 

*RMC Gilliat c Graves b Spencer.34 

JM Rice c Graves b Greig .28 

MNS Taylor not out.28 

Extras (1 b, 14 lb, 9 nb, 4 w) .28 


Total (5 wickets, declared, 96 overs) 401 
Fall of wickets: 1-28, 2-180, 3-187, 4-257, 
5-324 

Bowling: Snow 19 1 67 0; Spencer 28 4 
98 3; Greig 22 4 74 1; Marshall 12 0 60 0; 
Barclay 8 0 41 0; Cheatle 7 0 33 1 


Sussex first innings 

JD Morley retired hurt .4 

JRT Barclay c Rice b Taylor .52 

MJJ Faber c Stephenson b Roberts . .12 

RPT Marshall b Herman .3 

PJ Graves Ibw b Taylor .15 

*AW Greig c Cowley b Herman .38 

AEW Parsons b Jesty .0 

AW Mansell b Roberts .0 

JA Snow c Rice b Herman .18 

J Spencer not out .5 

RGL Cheatle absent hurt 
Extras (2 lb, 4 nb) 6 

Total (all out, 59.3 overs) .153 


Fall of wickets: 1-29, 2-36, 3-92, 4-109, 
5-114, 6-115, 7-141, 8-153 (59.3 ov) 
Bowling: Roberts 19 7 24 2; Herman 16.3 
4 60 3; Rice 1 0 4 0; Taylor 13 6 192; 
Jesty 7 0 30 1; Cowley 3110 0 

Sussex second innings (following on) 


JRT Barclay c Gilliat b Taylor .37 

MJJ Faber c Roberts b Taylor.40 

PJ Graves c Turner b Taylor.5 

*AW Greig b Taylor .1 

AEW Parsons c Rice b Taylor.0 

AW Mansell c Rice b Herman .11 

JA Snow not out .14 

RPT Marshall c Turner b Taylor .5 

JD Morley absent hurt 
J Spencer absent hurt 
RGL Cheatle absent hurt 

Extras .0 

Total (all out, 32.5 overs) .113 


Fall of wickets: 1-46, 2-57, 3-60, 4-64, 5- 
79, 6-103, 7-113 (32.5 ov) 

B owling: Roberts 6 2 13 0; Herman 8 0 
49 1; Taylor 10.5 4 26 6; Jesty 6 017 0; 
Cowley 2 0 8 0 

Hampshire won by an innings and 135 
runs 

Sussex v Hampshire 


FIFA lodges a criminal complaint witii 
the Swiss attorney general over "possible 
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Sussex v Hampshire cricket nostalgia EMM FIFA 





jt 

1 


timeline 


from facing page 

FIFA lodges a criminal complaint with 
the Swiss attorney general over "possible 
misconduct" by individuals but insists the 
investigation into the bidding process for 
the two World Cups is concluded. Garcia 
calls the summary "incomplete and erro¬ 
neous" and launches an appeal against it. 

December 2014 - Garcia loses his 
appeal against Eckert's review of his 
report and resigns as FIFA's independent 
ethics investigator, criticising FIFA's "lack 
of leadership" and saying he cannot 
change the culture of the world governing 
body. FIFA executives agree to publish a 
"legally appropriate version" of the 
report. This has yet to happen. 

May 2015 - Seven FIFA officials are 
arrested in dawn raids at a hotel in 
Zurich. They are later charged by US 
authorities along with two other FIFA offi¬ 
cials and five corporate executives over 
allegations of racketeering, wire fraud 
and money-laundering conspiracies span¬ 
ning 24 years. They are accused of breed¬ 
ing decades of "rampant, systemic, and 



SEPP BLATTER 

deep-rooted" corruption within FIFA by 
the US justice department. 

The Swiss authorities raid FIFA head¬ 
quarters, gathering data and documents 
for their separate investigation into alle¬ 
gations of criminal mismanagement and 
money laundering in connection with the 
allocation of the 2018 and 2022 World 
Cup bids. 


Sussex v Hampshire... the rare first class wins at Hove 


Schweppes County Championship 1978 

Venue County Ground, Hove on 17th, 

19th June 1978 (3-day match) 


Sussex first innings 

JRT Barclay c Greenidge b Roberts ... 0 
GD Mendis c Richards b Stevenson ... 9 

JJ Groome b Roberts .5 

Imran Khan Ibw b Roberts.16 

AW Greig c Greenidge b Roberts.0 

CP Phillipson c Stephenson b Jesty .. .1 

SJ Storey c Southern b Taylor .4 

*+A Long c Stephenson b Taylor .10 

J Spencer run out .11 

RGL Cheatle c Rice b Roberts .17 

RPT Marshall not out .2 

Extras (1 b, 1 lb) 2 

Total (all out, 32.3 overs).77 


Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-10, 3-26, 4-26, 5- 
29, 6-33, 7-37, 8-57, 9-57, 10-77 (32.3 ov) 
Bowling: Roberts 10.3 5 20 5; Stevenson 
9 4 27 1; Jesty 6 1 8 1; Taylor 7 2 20 2 


Hampshire first innings 

CG Greenidge b Spencer .211 

BA Richards c Cheatle b Phillipson ... 60 

DR Turner run out .5 

TE Jesty not out.125 

JM Rice not out .13 


Extras (5 lb, 3 nb) 8 

Total (3 wickets, declared, 89 overs) 422 
Fall of wickets: 1-114, 2-135, 3-377 
Bowling: Marshall 21 1 123 0; Spencer 24 
2 109 1; Greig 16 2 55 0; Phillipson 10 2 
52 1; Cheatle 18 4 75 0 

Sussex second innings 

JRT Barclay c Greenidge b Stevenson .0 


GD Mendis c Rice b Stevenson .14 

JJ Groome c Stephenson b Stevenson . 9 
Imran Khan c Stephenson b Roberts . 49 

AW Greig c Turner b Roberts .31 

CP Phillipson c Stevenson b Roberts .48 

SJ Storey Ibw b Taylor .12 

*+A Long Ibw b Stevenson .21 

J Spencer c and b Stevenson .10 

RGL Cheatle c Cowley b Stevenson ... 0 

RPT Marshall not out .0 

Extras (5 lb, 3 nb, 2 w) .10 

Total (all out, 68.2 overs) .204 


Fall of wickets: 1-5, 2-22, 3-43, 4-107, 5- 
108, 6-125, 7-180, 8-204, 9-204,10-204 
(68.2 ov) 

Bowling: Roberts 20.2 4 79 3, Stevenson 
23 8 73 6, Jesty 8 3 8 0, Taylor 14 6 30 1, 
Rice 3 2 4 0 

Hampshire won by an innings and 141 
runs 


Sussex v Hampshire 
Britannic Assurance County 
Championship 1998 

County Ground, Hove on 26th, 27th, 28th 
August 1998 (4-day match) 


Sussex first innings 

MTE Peirce c Kendall b McLean .10 

WG Khan c Morris b McLean .2 

JR Carpenter Ibw b James.2 

*CJ Adams c Aymes b McLean .8 

MG Bevan Ibw b Mascarenhas .58 

RK Rao c Stephenson b Mascarenhas 31 
RSC Martin-Jenkins c Aymes b Morris .2 

RJ Kirtley Ibw b Morris .1 

NJ Wilton not out .19 

MA Robinson b Morris .0 

JD Lewry b James.20 

Extras (4 b, 10 lb, 10 nb, 10 w) .34 

Total (all out, 63.3 overs) .187 


Fall of wickets: 1-3, 2-22, 3-24, 4-50, 5- 
132, 6-143, 7-143, 8-144, 9-144,10-187 
(63.3 ov) 

Bowling: McLean 14 3 41 3; Hartley 10 2 
23 0; James 11.3 3 24 2; Morris 12 4 33 3; 
Stephenson 8 1 28 0; Mascarenhas 8 2 24 
2 


Hampshire first innings 

GW White c Wilton b Kirtley .13 

JP Stephenson Ibw b Lewry .84 

WS Kendall c Peirce b Martin-Jenkins . 4 

*RA Smith c Adams b Robinson .14 

AN Aymes c Adams b Kirtley .1 

M Keech c Bevan b Robinson .18 

AD Mascarenhas c Wilton b M-Jenkins 15 

KD James not out .14 

AC Morris b Lewry.2 

NAM McLean c Carpenter b Lewry ...10 

PJ Hartley c Adams b Kirtley .17 

Extras (2 b, 6 lb, 18 nb, 6 w).32 

Total (all out, 57.2 overs) .224 

Fall of wickets: 1-44, 2-49, 3-89, 4-108, 
5-137, 6-167, 7-169, 8-175, 9-191, 10-224 
(57.2 ov) 

Bowling: Lewry 16 4 64 3; Kirtley 16.2 4 
63 3; Martin-Jenkins 11 4 31 2; Robinson 
14 3 58 2 


Sussex second innings 

MTE Peirce Ibw b Mascarenhas .24 

WG Khan c Aymes b James .11 

JR Carpenter c Aymes b Hartley.13 

*CJ Adams Ibw b Mascarenhas.8 

MG Bevan c Aymes b McLean .42 


RK Rao c Keech b McLean .40 

RSC Martin-Jenkins Ibw b McLean ... 22 

RJ Kirtley c Aymes b Morris .12 

NJ Wilton not out .11 

MA Robinson b McLean .2 

JD Lewry b Morris .0 

Extras (2 b, 15 lb, 22 nb, 21 w) .60 

Total (all out, 76 overs).245 


Fall of wickets: 1-28, 2-73, 3-81, 4-87, 5- 
190, 6-191, 7-230, 8-232, 9-240,10-245 
(76 ov) 

Bowling: McLean 23 9 46 4; Hartley 113 
43 1; James 8 2 28 1; Morris 18 7 46 2; 
Mascarenhas 9 2 45 2; Stephenson 7 2 20 
0 


Hampshire second innings 

GW White not out .95 

JP Stephenson c Khan b M-Jenkins .. 50 

WS Kendall not out .49 

Extras (1 b, 2 lb, 12 nb) .15 

Total (1 wicket, 45.5 overs) .209 

Fall of wickets: 1 -92 (Stephenson) 


Bowling: Lewry 9 1 36 0; Kirtley 8 0 49 0; 
Robinson 10 2 40 0; Rao 8 0 33 0; Martin- 
Jenkins 8 1 35 1; Adams 2.5 0 13 0 

Hampshire won by 9 wickets 


MIKE VIMPANY’S LOCAL CRICKET APPEARS ON PAGES 36/37 


Hie Serious Fraud Office says it is 
actively assessing "material in its pos¬ 
session" relating to the FIFA corruption 
allegations revealed by the FBI. 

Blatter is re-elected as FIFA president 
for a fifth term after his challenger, 
Prince Ali Bin Al Hussein, withdraws dur¬ 
ing a second round of voting. 

June 2,2015 - A letter seen by Press 
Association Sport reveals the South 
African Football Association asked FIFA 
secretary general Jerome Valcke to 
authorise a lOmillion dollar payment to 
Warner to support football in the 
Caribbean. 


Blatter announces he is to resign as 
FIFA president. 

June 3,2015 - Former C0NCACAF offi¬ 
cial Blazer has said he and others took 
bribes tor South Africa to host the 2010 
World Cup, in in a testimony published by 
the United States Department of Justice. 
He also claimed he facilitated a bribe in 
tiie awarding of tiie 1998 World Cup, 
which was held in France. 
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Opening batting pair 
achieve record total 


SHANKLIN pair James 
Lucy (left) and Mark 
Ringer (right) smashed a 
new Hampshire League 
partnership record with 
a 339-run opening stand 
against Trojans at West- 
hill. 

Lucy, who has played 
Southern League cricket 
for Calmore Sports and 
Lymington in the past, led 


the way with a blistering 
198, which included eight 
sixes and 20 fours. 

Ringer’s unbeaten 135 
included two maximums 
and 15 fours. 

Number three batsman 
Chris Davis spent the en¬ 
tire 42-over session in the 
pavilion with his pads on 
before helping Shanklin 
bowl Trojans out for 157. 


James Lucy and Mark Ringer hit 339-runs 





ri'ORTERm 


FAREHAM LOOK TO WILTS 
EXAMPLE FOR PROGRESS 



Fareham & Crofton: Standing (from left): Matt Gould, Ben White, Richard Emery, Darra Hagan, Chris Davey, Sam Stoddart. 
Front: Luke Cornish, Tom Kent, Luke Gould, Charlie Stubbs, Ben Kissane. 


Fareham & Crofton are hop¬ 
ing their £500,000 pavilion 
revamp at Bath Lane will 
kick-start their fortunes - 
just as it did South Wilts’ at 
Bemerton a few seasons ago. 

Until their magnificent new pa¬ 
vilion complex at Wilton Road was 
built, South Wilts were a modest 
middle-of-the-road Premier Division 
outfit, writes Mike Vimpany. 

But after the new facility opened, 
everything changed at Bemerton, 
with the Salisbury club speeding to 
three successive championships and 
already looking odds-on for a fourth. 

“We hope this makeover will be the 
catalyst for the club to grow and move 
on to bigger and better things,” said 
skipper Luke Gould after a celebra¬ 
tory three-run win over Purbrook. 

“We’ve got a young side and, ideally, 
we’d like to get back into the Premier 
pyramid again.” 

Fareham narrowly defended 195-6 
- local hockey starlet Luke Cornish 
(48) top scoring - having had Pur¬ 
brook 120-7 (Josh Spiers 38). 

But teenage debutant Jonty Peach 
(45) took the game to the wire, Pur¬ 
brook scoring 13 runs off the last two 
overs to finish 192-9, the Gould broth¬ 
ers sharing six wickets. 

Fareham are among nine teams 
packed in mid-table with a 50 per cent 
success rate. 

Fair Oak have broken clear at the 
top. Their fourth straight win - they 
chased down New Milton’s 147-8 
to win by five wickets - coincided 
with Sarisbury Athletic losing by 59 
runs to a Sam Bruin inspired Hook 
& Newnham Basics II and Burridge 
seconds losing twice in eight days. 

Opener Bruin hit 13 fours in his 
105 and shared a century stand with 
Andy Darmody (40) as Hook reached 
258-6 on Allotment Road. 

Liam Doran (4-52) and Colin Lye 


(3-34) then saw hosts Sarisbury dis¬ 
missed for 199 (Dan Clouting 78no). 

Shrewton threatened the promo¬ 
tion pack last season, only to fade. 

They’re back again this time with 
Richie Barnett (65), Chris Brewer 
(56) and Stu Cruse (60 not out) mak¬ 
ing Hayling Island toil as they chased 
257-8 in the field. CD1 new boys Hay- 
ling never threatened and made 126. 

Ryde climbed into third spot after 
half-centuries by Josh Procter (55) 
and Sam Rockley (55) helped them 
make 239 against Portsmouth & 
Southsea at St James’s Park. 


P & S threatened when Jack Davies 
(55) and Tom Benfield (52) took their 
reply to 120-1, but a terrible collapse 
saw nine wickets fall for 59 runs. 

OTs & Romsey relied on Mike 
Trodd (94) and Max Smith (71) for the 
lion’s share of their 274-7 (Nick De 
Stefano 38) against Ellingham, who 
lost two early wickets to Joe Welsh, 
but rallied through Sean Leadbetter 
(71), Australian Ben Gorham (34) and 
Mark Burrett (30). 

But their lower order caved in; Matt 
Bampton and Max Smith shared six 
wickets as the visitors goth 191. 


Locks Heath skipper Jack Paskins 
had ever reason to be miffed after 
scoring an unbeaten 111, sharing a 
160-run stand with Moshin Sabin (90) 
and then seeing Heathens’ formida¬ 
ble 261-2 overhauled by improving 
Ventnor, who recovered from 8-2. 

But Henry Bartlett (63), aided by 
South African Jacobus Hoonsburg 
(38), Charlie Sammons (30) and Char¬ 
lie Calloway (48), turned the match 
Ventnor’s way. 

Portchester celebrated a second 
consecutive win by three wickets, af¬ 
ter dismissing Burridge for 179. 


Century 

motivates 

Porter 

Michael Porter hopes the 
maiden century he made 
for Bashley (Rydal) against 
Ventnor last week will kick- 
start an overdue Premier 
Division run purge. 

The unbeaten 122 he 
scored on the Newclose 
‘road’ had been a long time 
coming - over four seasons, 
in fact. 

Porter, an ardent Cherries 
fan, has been disappointed 
with his own form since his 
debut 2011 season when he 
made a real impact as a 
‘fresher’ in the Bournemouth 
side and came within a 
whisker of being named 
Southern Electric Young 
Cricketer of the Year. 

Subsequently being batted 
out of position in the 
Hampshire Academy team, 
which he captained, hardly 
helped, since when Porter 
has made the switch to 
Bashley, where he’s being 
tipped as skipper Simon 
Watkins’ locum. 

Now a regular in the Dorset 
Minor Counties team, Porter 
is a far better player than 
recent SPL statistics 
suggest. Now he must go out 
and build on that maiden 
hundred. 



Michael Porter 


Cowley in 
for hiatus 

INFLUENTIAL Lymington 
all-rounder Darren Cowley is 
unlikely to play again until 
August after being issued 
with a three-match ban. 

Cowley has been 
suspended for “multiple 
displays of dissent” - 
believed to be in Lymington’s 
recent match with Sarisbury 
Athletic - having been the 
subject of a live formal 
warning hanging over from 
the 2014 season. 

The left-handed all-rounder 
is getting married shortly, 
after which he will be 
working in Spain, hence why 
he is unlikely to play again 
until the final month of the 
season. 
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SKIPPER IS 
CONFIDENT 
OF WINNING 
FORMULA 


CAPTAIN James Park be¬ 
lieves New Milton have the 
weapons to launch a serious 
charge in the Southern Elec¬ 
tric t20, the opening round of 
which is tomorrow afternoon. 

New Milton host Langley Manor in 
the first round at Fernhill (3pm) in 
what is due to be the second of three 
games in three days. 

The Green and Golds were at An¬ 
dover in SPL1 today while they face 
a visit to neighbours Lymington in 
the first round of the New Forest CA 
President’s Cup on Monday (6.15pm). 

Park is keen for his unbeaten team 
to continue that form in the T20 for¬ 
mat and says it is achievable. 

He said: “In our side we have every¬ 
thing that’s geared towards T20 crick¬ 
et. We have a young side, a good field¬ 
ing unit, big-hitters who can clear 
the boundaries and a steady bowling 
attack, which bodes well. 

“We are looking to go as far into 
the competition as we can. In my 
first season at New Milton in 2013 we 
managed to get to the T20 semi-final 
where we lost out to South Wilts, the 
eventual winners, by 17 runs.” 

“I don’t know too much about Lang¬ 
ley Manor as I’ve only ever come up 
against them once before. That is one 
of two big games this weekend and 
the team is looking forward to it. “ 

New Milton were set to keep an un¬ 
changed side at Andover, with wick¬ 
etkeeper Will Crossley due to replace 
Ben Lawes in 

Milton are involved in one of twelve 
SEt20 Cup ties taking place tomor¬ 
row - coloured pyjama kits being 
worn as a series of ‘orange ball’ ties 
take place to the beat of the music 
across the area. 

Sarisbury Athletic have knocked 
on the door of a floodlit Ageas Bowl 
final several times recently, without 
progressing beyond the semi-final 
stage. 

Dave Banks and several of his for¬ 
mer Totton & Eling team-mates will 
be making a nostalgic return trip to 
Southern Gardens, where Sarisbury 
play the Eels. 

The Totton area will literally burst 
with t20 action tomorrow - the Eels 
tie being one of three matches taking 
place in close proximity. 

Barely a mile away, Calmore face 
a stiff task against Waterlooville at 
Loperwood Park, while Paultons play 
host to Andover at Whitemoor Lane. 



Not too far away, Old Tauntonians 
& Romsey host Sparsholt, who will 
be hoping to upset the applecart by 
transferring their Village Cup form 
into the short format game. 

Fawley entertain Portsmouth - 
with skipper Tom Gates literally 
praying the Oilmen don’t repeat 
their recent SPL defeat against the 
Blues, who skittled them for a dismal 
79 a fortnight ago. 

There are also two tasty local der¬ 
bies: St Cross Symondians against 
Tichborne Park at the Green Jackets 
and Hartley Wintney facing Hook & 
Newnham Basics, whose unbeaten 
Premier 1 record they shattered last 
weekend. 

Just down the road at May’s Boun¬ 
ty, Basingstoke host Ventnor, who 
face tomorrow’s longest cup journey 
which will begin not long after break¬ 
fast. 

Ventnor won’t be treating it for fun 
and field their strongest available 
side. 

The final game of the twelve is on 
the Ageas Bowl Nursery Ground, 
where an all-teenage Hampshire 
Academy - minus exam bound Joe 
Weatherley - face a Bournemouth 
side, whose prospects will lean heav¬ 
ily on Otago spin teenager Josh Fin- 
nie, who smashed a quick fire 85 
against SPL1 rivals Totton & Eling 
last weekend. 

Cup holders South Wilts, Bashley 
(Rydal), Havant and Lymington all 
come into the competition at the sec¬ 
ond round phase on June 21. 

Tomorrow’s ties: 

Southern Electric t20 Cup 1st 
round (3pm) - Alton v Liphook & 
Ripsley, Basingstoke & North Hants 
v Ventnor, Calmore Sports v Water¬ 
looville, Fawley v Portsmouth, Gos¬ 
port Borough v Burridge, Hampshire 
Academy v Bournemouth (1pm), 
Hartley Wintney v Hook & Newn¬ 
ham Basics, New Milton v Langley 
Manor, Old Tauntonians & Romsey 
v Sparsholt, Paultons v Andover, St 
Cross Symondians v Tichborne Park, 
Totton & Eling v Sarisbury Athletic. 



An electric run for the two 
Taylors at Premier League 


THE opening five weeks of the 
Southern Electric Premier League 
season have been Taylor-made for 
run scoring. 

Andover’s Dave Taylor and James, 
his Totton & Eling namesake but no 
relation, ended May with the two 
highest run aggregates. 

The two centuries Dave Tay¬ 
lor scored - an unbeaten 172 at 
Liphook & Ripsley and 115 against 
Hook & Newnham Basics - have 
helped him clock up 381 runs. 

Jimmy Taylor’s run tally for Tot¬ 
ton seconds includes hundreds 
off the Trojans and Basingstoke & 
North Hants attacks and a 318-run 
aggregate to date. 

South Wilts all-rounder James 
Hibberd, pictured above, has the 
highest wicket count, while cap¬ 
tain/teammate Tom Morton has 
already snapped up 14 victims be¬ 
hind the stumps, five of them at 
Havant last week. 

Leading performers: 

Premier Division 
Batting 

Sean Willis (Ventnor) 296, Ben Duggan 
(Academy) 261, James Hayward (South 
Wilts) 256, Richard Morris (Bashley Rydal) 
228, Ryan Burl (Sarisbury Athletic) 227, 
Darren Cowley (Lymington) 219, Joe 
Weatherley (Academy) 217, Brad Taylor 
(Academy) 207. 

Bowling 

James Hibberd (South Wilts) 14, Ben 

Ashkenazi (Lymington) 13, Julian Ballinger 

(Alton) 13, Darren Cowley (Lymington) 11, 

Dan Goldstraw (Sarisbury Athletic) 10. 

Wicket-keeping 

Tom Morton (South Wilts) 14, Jez Bulled 

(Havant) 7. 

Division 1 
Batting 


David Taylor (Andover) 381, Tom Arnold 
(Totton & Eling) 242, Aaron Wivell (Hartley 
Wintney) 240, Martyn James (Basingstoke 
& North Hants) 206, James Haggaty (New 
Milton) 181, Mike Kitson (Bournemouth) 
175. 

Bowling 

Mitchell Stokes (Basingstoke) 13, Nick 
Gargaro (New Milton) 12, Martyn James 
(Basingstoke) 11, Ben Thane (Hook & 
Newnham Basics) 11, MarkTeale (Hartley 
Wintney) 11, George Watts (New Milton) 

10, * Josh Finnie (Bournemouth) 10, Sean 
Burton (Liphook) 10, Charles Jancur 
(Liphook) 10. 

Wicket-keeping 

Ben Wish (Rowledge) 11, Luke Matthews 
(Bournemouth) 7. 

Division 2 
Batting 

Rob Atkins (Hambledon) 220, Gary Storey 
(Hursley Park) 187, Tom Gates (Fawley) 
180, Simon Ridley (Bashley Rydal II) 157. 
Bowling 

Craig Renders (Langley Manor) 14, Pat 
Burns (Portsmouth) 13, Peter Lamb 
(Paultons) 11, Justin Reid (Tichborne Park) 

11, Vickram Dawson (Portsmouth) 11, Kyle 
Ruffell (Sparsholt) 11, Jed Whitecross 
(Portsmouth) 10. 

Wicket-keeping 

Chris Hall (Paultons) 14, Keith Trodd (OTR) 
7. 

Division 3 
Batting 

James Taylor (Totton & Eling II) 318, Dan 
Babidge (Trojans) 274, Will Wade (South 
Wilts) 251, Lee Harrop (Gosport Borough) 
220, Simon Williams (Trojans) 212, Robert 
Pittman (South Wilts II) 191. 

Bowling 

Sam Hillman (Waterlooville) 13, Simon 
Creal (Gosport Borough) 12, Jamie 
Donaldson (Trojans) 11, Martin Gregory 
(Lymington) 10, Graham Burns (Havant II) 
10, Craig Stares (Gosport Borough) 10. 
Wicket-keeping 
Simon Ennew (Totton & Eling II) 12. 


Top vets 
to test the 
Aussies 

HAMPSHIRE Seniors pair 
Mike Swain (left) and Jim 
Smallbone show their 
prowess to Australia’s 
visiting over-60s, at IBM 
Hursley tomorrow afternoon 
at 1.30pm. 

The Hampshire pair are also 
playing in the first over-60s 
Ashes Test against Australia 
Vets at Middleton-on-Sea, 
Sussex, on June 28. 

The pair boast the best 
individual batting and bowling 
career figures nationwide in 
the Seevent County 
Championship. Former 
Gosport Borough left-hander 
Swain scored over 4,000 runs 
in 80 games for Hampshire, 
and Petersfield spinner 
Smallbone celebrated his 
100th wicket in the recent win 
over Middlesex. 

Swain’s run tally includes 
six centuries, 153 against 
Worcestershire (in 2010) and 
27 scores of fifty or more. 



m & 


Unbeaten 
form put 
to the test 

FAIR Oak and Bishop’s 
Waltham had their respective 
County Division sides 
defending unbeaten records 
in today’s fifth round of 
Hampshire League fixtures. 

Oaks led CD1 and shared 
top spot with Basingstoke- 
based Hobos in County 3 
North. 

Bishop’s Waltham firsts also 
enjoyed a 100 per cent 
record, but something was 
certain to give at Albany 
Road, where joint County 2 
leaders Petersfield put their 
unbeaten record at stake. 

Bishop’s II were joint top of 
the County 4 North log with 
Steeple Langford. 

Three teams were 
undefeated in 4 South - 
Bidbury, Waterlooville and 
Ferndown Wanderers. 
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Bathroom 

Simply the Best 

Trade & 

Showroom 

Luxury For Less 

Public 

Expert advice from helpful staff 


Denture wearers! 

Afraid to smile? 




r Independent Plumbing Supplies A 


FREE PARKING 
1FREE DELIVERY 


Unit 17 & 18, Belgrave Ind. Est, Belgrave Road, Portswood, 
Southampton, S017 3EA 
Tel: 02380 679900 

All prices exclude VAT 




Life like precision complete 
& partial dentures 
Implant assisted dentures 
that offer comfort and stability 
0% finance available 
(terms apply) 

Free mini consultations 


“The results are 
truly fantastic” 
Diane 


CF 

Changing Faces®Denture Clinic 

www.changingfacesdentures.co.uk 


Hampshire House, 169a High Street, Southampton SOU 2BY 

Lee Butler, Clinical Dental Technician GDC No: 108662 



welcome 

cottages 

More to your door 


More bookings more 
of the year 

You get more with Welcome Cottages 

• Multi-million pound 0 Free VisitEngland 

group marketing grading and listing on 

promotions cottag esltyou. 


0 Flexible pricing, 0 More support from a 

proven to increase locally based Regional 

your income Manager 


To request your FREE owners information pack: 


c, 0345 268 0676 ft™ 

Email expertlettingteam@welcome.co.uk 



CASH PRIZE 
EVERY WEEK 

Runner-up will win at least £1,000 

Daily Echo 


Visit welcomecottages.com/letting-your-property 


OK, so we're better 
at removing bad ads 
than making good ones. 


The Advertising Standards Authority 

Telephone 020 7492 2222 www.asa.org.uk 



Keeping advertising 
standards high 
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CAR! HOME 

open Day. 

CARING 

COMMUNITIES 


Netley Court 

part of the Hartford Care family 

We are celebrating 


CARE HOME 

open Day 

CARING 

COMMUNITIES 


National Care Home 

Open Day 

And you're all invited! 

Friday 19th June from 11am - 1pm 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us as 
we venture back in time to the 1940s! 

Come and spend some time in our war-themed 
rooms where we will have great entertainment 

for everyone to enjoy. 

We will also be joined by two very special 
guests. Reunited and the Mayor of 
Eastleigh...Don't miss out! 


Netley Court, Victoria Road, 
Netley, Southampton, S031 5DR. 
Email: netley@hartfordcare.co.uk 
Tel No: 02380 450320 

hartfordcare 

care comfort companionship 
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Over 50 players attracted to club’s trial event 


SHOLING attracted over 50 
players to their recent under-18 
trials. 

And if those aspiring young 
Boatmen needed any incentive 
to join the club, it came when 
three more home-grown talents 
- 18-year-old centre-back 
Owen Roundell, 19-year-old 
midfielder Dan Dove and 
17-year-old goalkeeper Jordan 
Brooks - were awarded two- 
year contracts. 

Together with 20-year-old 
winger Tobi Adekunle, they are 
next in a long line of young 
Boatmen to have made the 
first-team grade at Portsmouth 
Road. 

Sholing’s youth section has 
been paramount to the success 
of the adult sides for a number 
of years now with players like 
Lee Wort and Mike Carter 
coming through the system 
and progressing up into the 
Conference South. 

Already a successful 
community club, the Boatmen 
are desperate to get their long- 
awaited stadium development 
off the ground to make the 
Silverlake Arena a worthwhile 
venue for every player, from 
the first team right down to the 
under-7s. 

They currently have a very 
successful Saturday mini¬ 
soccer school run by first-team 
full-back Kevin Brewster and 
his coaches, while reserve 
team manager Martin Tongs 
spoke glowingly about the 
youthfulness of his side at the 
end-of-season presentation 
night. 



Sholing’s next generation (from left) Owen Roundell, Dan Dove, Jordan Brooks 

Hitman is focused 



Charlie Austin is concentrating on England first, rather than his club future. 


QPR striker Charlie Austin 
will hold off on making 
a decision regarding 
his future until after the 
international break. 

The west London side were relegat¬ 
ed from the Barclays Premier League 
last season despite the former Syden- 
hams Wessex League striker’s excel¬ 
lent form. 

After scoring 18 goals during his 
maiden top flight season, it comes as 
no surprise that the likes of Newcas¬ 
tle and Saints are after the striker. 

Those goals helped Austin earn his 
first England call-up and he is deter¬ 
mined to make the most of the oppor¬ 
tunity 

For that reason he will not decide 
where his future lies until after the 
upcoming double-header against the 
Republic of Ireland and Slovenia. 

“I feel like I’ve worked hard enough 
this season for QPR to try to be a Pre¬ 
mier League player, but at the mo¬ 
ment I’ve still got a year left at QPR, 
so what the future holds, that’s up to 
the club and my agent to sort out,” 
the QPR striker said. 

“I’ll speak to [manager] Chris Ram¬ 
sey and [director of football] Les Fer¬ 
dinand and tell them my thoughts 
and they’ll tell me their thoughts. 

“After these two weeks, I’ll sit 
down with the club, but I just want 
to be fully focused on these next two 
weeks with England.” 

England’s trip to Dublin on Sunday 
will be the first time they have vis¬ 
ited the Emerald Isle since the infa¬ 
mous Lansdowne Road riot of Febru¬ 
ary 1995. 

With the hosts winning 1-0, 


hooligans caused the game to be 
abandoned when they threw chairs 
and other objects on to the pitch. 

It was a shameful day for English 
football and the Football Association 
is keen to avoid any trouble this time 
around. 

The FA sent a letter to all England 
fans attending this weekend’s friend¬ 
ly urging them to refrain from any 
inflammatory anti-IRA chanting. 

Austin believes the match will pass 
off peacefully. 

“You can imagine it being a big 
atmosphere and I know that we’ve 
moved on from 20 years ago now and 


the fans that will be going there will 
provide great support like they have 
throughout the years,” he said. 

With Danny Welbeck and Daniel 
Sturridge out injured, Austin is 
likely to make his England debut in 
Dublin. 

The QPR forward is hopeful Eng¬ 
land can come away with their un¬ 
beaten post-World Cup record still 
intact. 

“I believe we can go to Ireland and 
put on a good performance,” the for¬ 
mer Burnley man added. 

“It would be nice if I get the chance 
on Sunday or a week’s time. I just 


hope to get on the pitch and repre¬ 
sent my country.” 

Austin is well known to Saints 
fans, and not just because he used to 
play for Poole Town in the Wessex. 

He scored Swindon’s winner at St 
Mary’s in the 2009-10 League 1 cam¬ 
paign, his first in pro football, and 
repeated the feat in the following 
season’s game in Wiltshire. 

Austin also scored for Swindon in 
a JPT win at St Mary’s in August 
2010, for Burnley in the Champion¬ 
ship in 2011-12, and for QPR in last 
September’s Premier League loss at 
St Mary’s. 
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Hour bid 
could cap 
off career 

SIR Bradley Wiggins 
believes breaking the UCI 
Hour Record could “cap 
off” his success-laden 
career. 

Wiggins will chase a 
new mark for the furthest 
distance cycled in 60 
minutes at London’s Lee 
Valley VeloPark on Sunday, 
aiming to eclipse the 
52.937 kilometres set by 
fellow Briton Alex Dowsett 
in Manchester last month. 

The four-time Olympic 
gold medal winner and 2012 
Tour de France king has set 
himself a target of 
55.250km (or 221 laps of 
the 250m track) in his sights 
this weekend. 

Wiggins, still aiming for a 
career swansong at next 
summer’s Rio Olympics, 
admitted “it’s now or never” 
for his chances of claiming 
the coveted hour record. 

“Had I not won the Tour de 
France and then done 
everything else it would 
perhaps be the defining 
thing, but I think it could 
cap everything off that I’ve 
done before that,” said 
Wiggins. 



Sir Bradley Wiggins 


Sanction 

increase 

FOOTBALL League clubs 
entering administration will 
suffer an increased points 
penalty. The current 10-point 
sanction will be increased to 
12 points after the Football 
League agreed to amend 
its insolvency policy. The 
deduction will also be 
immediate. 
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